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The frequency, nature and geography of the persecutions
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Exam focus
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Introduction


Unit 3: Thematic study and historical interpretation

Component 3 involves the thematic study over a period of at least a hundred years, and three in-depth studies of events, individuals or issues that are key parts of the theme. You are expected to view the theme synoptically – in other words, you should be able to make links between events over the whole period. You need to be able to compare and contrast developments over the period and make judgements based on your observations. In the Depth Studies section of the paper, you are expected to apply your knowledge to two interpretations, evaluate them, and reach a supported judgement on which interpretation you consider to be the most valid.

Popular culture and the Witchcraze of the 16th and 17th centuries

The following is a list of the main Key Topics you will study within the theme.


	●  Key Topic 1: Popular culture


	●  Key Topic 2: The main reasons for the growth and decline in the persecution of witches


	●  Key Topic 3: The persecuted


	●  Key Topic 4: Responses of the authorities to witchcraft




The Depth Studies are:


	●  The Witchcraze in Southern Germany c.1590–1630


	●  Hopkins and the witch-hunt of 1645–47


	●  The Salem witch trials




Examination requirements

The exam lasts two and a half hours. You are advised to spend an hour on Section A, and one and a half hours on Section B, which will give you 45 minutes for each essay.

The A Level examination at the end of the course includes all the content.

You are required to answer one in-depth question, for which there is no choice, and two thematic essays from a choice of three.

At A Level, Unit 3 will be worth a total of 80 marks and 40 per cent of your A Level.

In the A Level examination you are being tested on your ability to:


	●  use relevant historical information to support arguments


	●  handle historical concepts, especially change/continuity and similarity/difference


	●  write synoptically using synthesis


	●  analyse and evaluate a range of factors before reaching a balanced judgement


	●  analyse and evaluate interpretations made by historians.




How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination.


	●  The main part of the book is divided into seven sections – each of the first four sections covers a Key Topic and the last three sections deal with the three Depth Studies.


	●  The Key Topic and Depth Study sections are organised into double-page spreads.


	●  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary (see pages 92–94).


	●  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.




Together these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.

▼ Key historical content
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▼ Exam-focused activities
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Examination activities

There are three levels of exam-focused activities:


	●  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol:
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	●  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol:
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	●  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: 
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Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers that can be found on pages 99–104. These have the following symbol to indicate this: 

[image: ]

Each section ends with exam-style questions and sample answers with examiner’s commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected in order to achieve the top grade.

You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:


	●  revised and understood the topic


	●  completed the activities.




Mark schemes

For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the A Level mark schemes for this paper. These have been abbreviated below.









	
Level


	
Historical interpretation


	
Thematic essay







	
6


	
Well-focused, aware of the wider debate with detailed knowledge used to evaluate the interpretations and reach a judgement. 26–30


	
Very good focus and clear argument with developed synthesis across the period to reach a substantiated judgement. 21–25





	
5


	
Good focus, with some awareness of the wider debate and uses good knowledge to evaluate the interpretations and reach a judgement. 21–25


	
Good focus and argument with some synthesis across the period to reach a developed judgement. 17–20





	
4


	
Mostly focused, with awareness of the wider debate and uses some knowledge to evaluate the interpretations and produce a judgement. 16–20


	
Mostly focused argument with limited synthesis across the period to reach a limited judgement. 13–16





	
3


	
Partially focused, with limited awareness of the wider debate and limited knowledge used to evaluate the interpretations. 11–15


	
Partial focus and argument with undeveloped synthesis across the period to reach a judgement that is poorly supported. 9–12





	
2


	
Limited focus and awareness of the wider debate, and uses limited knowledge to evaluate but relies on information from the passages. 6–10


	
Limited focus and argument with a judgement that is not well linked to the explanation. 5–8





	
1


	
More on the topic with description of the interpretations. 1–5


	
Limited focus on the topic and mostly descriptive, with a judgement that is asserted. 1–4
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