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Introduction

Unit 1: British Period Study and Enquiry

Component 1 involves the study of a period of British history. At both AS and A-level there are two sections to the examination. Section A is the Enquiry section and Section B is the Essay section. In the Enquiry section there will be four primary written sources and one question for the A-level examination and three primary written sources and two questions for the AS. Section B will consist of two essays, of which you will have to answer one. The type of essay set for both AS and A-level are similar, but the AS mark scheme does not have a Level 6 (see page 7).

The Early Stuarts and the origins of the civil war, 1603–60

The specification lists the content of the Period Study element, which is the Early Stuarts 1603–46, under four key topics:


•  Key Topic 1 – James I and parliament

•  Key Topic 2 – James I and religion

•  Key Topic 3 – Charles I, 1625–40

•  Key Topic 4 – Charles I and the victory of parliament, 1640–46



The specification lists the content of the Enquiry element, which is the execution of Charles I and the Interregnum 1646–60 under three key topics:


•  Key Topic 1 – The failure to achieve a settlement, 1646–49

•  Key Topic 2 – Commonwealth and Protectorate

•  Key Topic 3 – The restoration of Charles II



Although each period of study is set out in chronological sections in the specification, an exam question may arise from one or more of these sections.

AS level

The AS examination which you may be taking includes all the content. You are required to answer the following:


•  Section A: two questions. They are source-based questions and will require you to use your knowledge to explain, analyse and evaluate three primary sources. The first question will require you to consider the utility of one of the sources for a particular issue and is worth 10 marks. The second question will require you to explain, analyse and evaluate the three sources in relation to an issue and is worth 20 marks. The section is worth 30 marks.

•  Section B: one essay question from a choice of two. The essays require you to explain, analyse and assess an issue, using your knowledge to reach a balanced judgement about the question. The question is worth 20 marks.



The exam lasts one and a half hours, and you are advised to spend slightly more time on Section A.

At AS, Unit 1 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 50 per cent of the AS examination.

A-level

The A-level examination at the end of the course includes all the content.

You are required to answer one question from Section A and one essay from Section B from a choice of two questions.


•  Section A is the Enquiry question and will contain four written primary sources. You will be asked to use the four sources to test a hypothesis by considering the provenance and content of the sources and applying your own knowledge to the sources to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the issue in the question. This is the same as the AS Question 2 but uses four sources instead of three.

•  The essay questions are similar in style and requirement to the AS essay question, except to reach the highest level you will need to show a more developed sense of judgement.



The exam lasts for one and a half hours. You should spend slightly longer on Section A than B.

At A-level Unit 1 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 25 per cent of the A-level examination.

In both the AS and A-level examinations you are being tested on the ability to use:


•  relevant historical information

•  the skill of analysing factors and reaching a judgement.



In the AS examination you are also being tested on your ability to analyse and evaluate the different ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted.

How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination. The book is divided into four sections – one for each section of the AS and A-level specifications. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads:


•  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn.

•  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.



Together these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.

Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary (see pages 107–109).


[image: ]


Examination activities

There are three levels of exam-focused activities:


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol: [image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: [image: ]



Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers online. These have the following symbol to indicate this: [image: ]

Each section ends with exam-style questions and sample answers with examiner’s commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.

You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  completed the activities.



Mark schemes

For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark schemes for this paper. Below are abbreviated forms.



	Level
	Question 1 Utility
	Question 2 All three sources
	Question 3 or 4 Essay



	5

	Good focus, evaluation using provenance and context to engage with the issue to reach an analysis of its utility. 9–10
	Good focus, sources are evaluated using provenance and context, although there may be some imbalance, to reach an analysis of the issue. 17–20
	Mostly focused, supported answer with good analysis and evaluation to reach a supported judgement. 17–20



	4

	Mostly focused, evaluated using provenance and context, with some imbalance to engage with the issue to reach an analysis of its utility. 7–8
	Mostly focused, sources are evaluated using some provenance and context to reach an analysis of the issue. 13–16
	Some focus with support, analysis with limited evaluation and judgement. 13 –16



	3

	Partial focus and evaluation of either context or provenance to produce a partial analysis of its utility. 5–6
	Partial focus and evaluation, some context to produce a partial analysis of the issue. 9–12
	Partial focus on the question, with some knowledge and analysis, but little or no judgement. 9–12



	2

	Limited focus, general or stock evaluation to produce a limited analysis of the issue. 3–4
	Limited focus, evaluation is general as is context. General analysis of the issue. 5–8
	Focus is descriptive and may be more on the topic than the question. Any analysis may be implied. 5–8



	1

	Answer is on the topic, basic evaluation and general knowledge. Simple or general analysis of the issue. 1–2
	Answer is on the topic, basic evaluation, much description of the sources and general contextual knowledge leading to a simple analysis of the issue. 1–4
	Focus on the topic and attempts at analysis will be little more than assertion. 1–4



A-level



	Level
	 
	Essay



	6

	Well-focused, sources are fully evaluated using provenance and context to reach a fully supported analysis of the issue. 26–30
	Well-focused, supported answer with very good analysis and developed evaluation to reach a supported and sustained judgement. 17–20



	5

	Good focus, sources are evaluated using provenance and context, although there may be some imbalance, to reach an analysis of the issue. 21–25
	Mostly focused, supported answer with good analysis and evaluation to reach a supported judgement. 13–16



	4

	Mostly focused, sources are evaluated using some provenance and context to reach an analysis of the issue. 16–20
	Some focus with support, analysis with limited evaluation and judgement. 10–12



	3

	Partial focus and evaluation, some context to produce a partial analysis of the issue. 11–15
	Partial focus on the question, with some knowledge and analysis, but little or no judgement. 7–9



	2

	Limited focus, evaluation is general as is context. General analysis of the issue. 6–10
	Focus is descriptive and may be more on the topic than the question. Any analysis may be implied. 4–6



	1

	Answer is on the topic, basic evaluation, much description of the sources and general contextual knowledge, leading to a simple analysis of the issue. 1–5
	Focus on the topic and attempts at analysis will be little more than assertion. 1–3
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