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Introduction

This book has been written to support your study of:


•  The non-British Period Study Units Y219 and Y249, Russia 1894–1941

This introduction gives you an overview of:

•  the OCR AS and A Level course

•  how you will be assessed on this unit

•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.



1 The OCR AS and A Level course

This study will form part of your History course for the OCR specification, of which there are three Unit Groups and a Topic-based Essay.

The Unit Groups comprise:


•  British Period Study and Enquiry, which follow chronologically on from each other (Unit Group 1 – AS and A Level)

•  a non-British Period Study (Unit Group 2 – AS and A Level)

•  a Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations (Unit Group 3 – A Level only).



This book covers the non-British Period Study Topic Russia 1894–1941 from Unit Group 2 of the OCR History specification.

During this period, Russia underwent monumental changes with the removal of the Romanov dynasty, which had ruled the country for over 300 years and its replacement, initially by a provisional government, but then by the world’s first Communist regime, with two revolutions occurring in 1917. The book explains the rule of the last tsar, Nicholas II, and his failure to deal with the challenges he faced, most notably the impact of the First World War. The short-lived Provisional Government was followed by the Bolshevik, or Communist regime, that was even more repressive than that of the tsars. The new Bolshevik government had to fight a bitter Civil War to gain control of the country, which resulted in the introduction of increased centralisation of power and the abandonment of any semblance of freedom.

The book explains how the result of the Bolshevik takeover led to the state’s ever-increasing role. Under communist rule the country was modernised economically, notably under Stalin’s leadership, but at a considerable cost in human life. A machinery of terror was developed so that opponents, or potential opponents were arrested, exiled or killed. However, this and the use of propaganda ensured that most people at least acquiesced in Stalin’s rule and by the time the Soviet Union was attacked by Germany in 1941 it was able, eventually, to secure victory in the Great Patriotic War, which led ultimately to its emergence as a superpower. This book will analyse the degree of change and continuity from late tsarist Russia to the establishment and development of a Communist state.

The chapters in the book correspond to the Key Topics in the specification.

2 How you will be assessed

A Level

Each of the three Unit Groups has an examination paper, whereas the Topic-based Essay is marked internally but externally moderated.


•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.

•  Unit Group 2 – the non-British Period Study is assessed through a shorter answer essay and one essay. This counts for 15 per cent of your overall marks.

•  Unit Group 3 – the Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations Unit is assessed through two essays, which cover at least 100 years, and one in depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks.



For the Topic-based Essay you will complete a 3000–4000 word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.

AS Level

Each of the two Unit Groups has an examination paper:


•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through two source-based questions. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.

•  Unit Group 2 – the non-British Period Study is assessed through an essay and an interpretation question. The interpretation question will come from one of two specified Key Topics. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.



Examination questions for Unit Group 2

For both the AS and A Level you will have been entered for a specific unit and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit.

In the A Level examination there is just one section. Two questions will be set and you must answer one. There will be two parts to the question; the short answer essay which carries 10 marks and the Period Study essay which carries 20 marks. You must answer both parts from the same question.

In the AS examination there will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the Period Study section and Section B is the Interpretation section. In Section A there will be two essay questions, both worth 30 marks and you will have to answer one of them. Each essay will be drawn from a different Key Topic, although the questions could be drawn from more than one Key Topic. In Section B there will be one Interpretation question, which will be drawn from one of the two Key Topics named in the AS Specification.

Questions on the Period Study

For AS and A Level questions on the Period Studies the types of questions set will be the same. Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific requirements for each can be found at the end of each chapter in this book. The command terms are important and a key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do.



	Command term
	Description
	Example in the book



	Assess
	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important
	Page 18



	To what extent
	Consider the relative importance of the named issue by comparing it with other issues and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance
	Page 39



	How far
	Consider the relative importance of the named issue and weigh up its role by comparing it with other issues to reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance
	Page 97



	How successful
	Consider a range of issues and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success
	Page 36




Questions on the A Level short answer essay

The questions will be based on two key events, people or issues and you will be asked to explain which you consider to be of the greater importance, impact or significance for a particular issue. Questions will be structured in the following way:


Which of the following had more impact on the Russian economy during Stalin’s rule to 1941?


        (i)  Collectivisation

        (ii) The first two Five Year Plans



Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).



Questions on the AS Level Interpretation

The questions will be based around a short quotation from a historian. You will not need to know anything about the historian, but apply your knowledge of the issues raised by the quotation to evaluate the strengths and limitations of the quotation.

Questions will be worded as follows:

‘Despite efforts at political reform, urban Russia on the brink of the First World War arguably found itself on the brink of a new revolution.’

O. Figes, Revolutionary Russia 1891–1991, 2014

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation, making reference to other interpretations that you have studied.

Answering the questions

The AS examination is one and a half hours in length, but the A Level examination is one hour. In the AS, Section A carries more marks than Section B and therefore it would be sensible to spend about 50 minutes on Section A and 40 minutes on Section B. In the A Level, the Period Study essay, question (b) carries more marks than the short answer essay, question (a), and therefore it would be sensible to spend more time on the Period Study essay. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning essays is given on pages 42–3.

The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme.

It would be useful to familiarise yourself with these before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance, but they cannot cover everything and if you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. You will be rewarded for well-argued and supported responses. Marks will not be deducted for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.

What will the examination paper look like?

The cover of the examination paper will tell you the level for which you have been entered, either AS or A Level. It will tell you the unit number, which for the AS is Y249 and for the A Level is Y219. It will also tell you the title of the unit, the date of the examination and the time allowed for the examination. The cover will also give you instructions about the answer booklet and the marks available.

3 About this book

At the start of the Period Study covered in this book there is a section called ‘Gateway’. This provides a one-page summary of background material to the period you are about to study.

Each chapter in the book then covers one of the Key Topics listed in the OCR specification for the unit.

Chapters start with a brief introduction and a series of key questions. An overview of the period or theme of the chapter provides a brief introductory narrative along with a timeline which outlines the key events.

Key questions

The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the key questions listed in the chapter introduction. The key questions may be broken down into sub-questions to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of the section you should be able to answer the key questions.

Key terms

The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts surrounding the topic are emboldened in the chapter the first time they are used and defined in the glossary on pages 130–1.

Activities

Throughout the book there are activities to help you develop the key skills needed for the examination such as developing analytical skills and making judgements.

AS Level

There are some elements of the AS examination in Unit 2 that are different from the A Level. The skills needed for AS Level questions are explained on pages 127–9.

Historical debates

As historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events or personalities, each chapter of the book has contrasting extracts from the writings of two historians. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but also by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter you will be able to test the views of the historians in order to determine which view you find more convincing. There will also be a list of books for further reading on the issue. Knowledge of the debate is not necessary for the examination in Unit 2, but it will enrich your knowledge and help to develop a valuable skill, which is further tested in Unit 3 of the A Level.

Summary of the chapter

At the end of each chapter there is a bullet-point list of the key points covered in ‘Chapter takeaways’, which will help with revision.

Study skills

Each chapter has a Study skills section. These gradually help you to build up the skills you need for the examination papers, providing examples of parts of strong and weak responses and further questions and activities in which you can practise the skills.

Revise, reflect, review

At the end of the book there is a section that helps you to consolidate your understanding of the whole topic. It encourages you to think about the period as a whole and question many of your earlier views. There will also be further activities to help you prepare for the examination.


Gateway to Russia in 1894
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You may not have studied any Russian history before; the Gateway below introduces you to some of the key issues that you will encounter in the early part of this book. The aim of the Gateway is to provide you with a basic understanding of these issues so that when you first come across them you will have some background knowledge from which to develop your understanding.
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Society


•  The landed gentry and nobility dominated society with only a small middle class.

•  Serious social unrest over living and working conditions had been mounting (especially in the countryside) from the mid-nineteenth century.

•  Tsars before Nicholas II implemented reforms to improve the working and living conditions of peasants.

•  Despite being given freedom and access to land under Alexander II (1855–81) peasants were unhappy about the quality and quantity of land they were given.

•  Peasants were controlled by village councils (the mir) headed by village elders.

•  Urbanisation had started and an industrial workforce had begun to grow.
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Economy


•  Russia’s economic growth had been sluggish in the nineteenth century and well behind that of the industrialised nations of Britain, Germany and the USA.

•  Some industrial progress had been made but most industrial activity was small scale.

•  Financial and banking sectors did not really exist in the modern sense.

•  Much economic activity was related to agriculture.
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Politics and government


•  Russia was governed by a tsar, who was an autocrat and whose powers were said to be ordained by God.

•  Members of the government were selected by the tsar.

•  The government was based in St Petersburg.

•  The elites in Russian society were concerned that Russia was falling behind Western Europe and would soon become a second-rate power.

•  Governments made considerable use of the secret police to maintain order.
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Empire


•  The Russian Empire was spread over 8 million square miles (nearly 21 million km2); from west to east it was around 5000 miles (8000 km) and from north to south, about 2000 miles (3200 km), covering large parts of both Europe and Asia.

•  The population had increased rapidly from 40 million in 1815 to 125 million by the time of the first official census in 1897.

•  Most lived in European Russia with many moving to the main cities of St Petersburg and Moscow.

•  Throughout the Empire there were many different races with their own languages, religions and cultures.

•  National minority groups posed a threat to the tsars as most wanted independence.
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Religion


•  Religion was dominated by the Russian Orthodox (Christian) Church.

•  The Church was a very conservative body that supported the authority of the tsar.

•  As urbanisation got underway, the Church appeared more detached from the wants and needs of an expanding urban population.
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Foreign relations


•  For much of the nineteenth century Russia was feared by the West; its expansionist intentions were seen as threatening.

•  Russia was concerned to exert its authority in the Caucasus region.

•  Russia fell out with Austria but made alliances with France and Prussia.

•  Russia was involved in two major wars between 1855 to 1894: the Crimean War (1853–56) and the Russo-Turkish War (1877–78).
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