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Introduction


This book has been written to support your study of the:


	●  Non-British Period Study units Y222 and Y252, The Cold War in Asia 1945–1993 and Y223 and Y253 The Cold War in Europe 1941–1995.




This introduction gives you an overview of:


	●  the OCR AS and A Level course


	●  how you will be assessed on this unit


	●  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.




1 The OCR AS and A Level course

This study will form part of your overall history course for the OCR specification, of which there are three unit groups and a topic-based essay.

The unit groups comprise:


	●  a British Period Study and Enquiry, which follow chronologically on from each other (Unit Group 1 – AS and A Level)


	●  a non-British Period Study (Unit Group 2 – AS and A Level)


	●  a Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations (Unit Group 3 – A Level only).




This book covers two non-British period study topics ‘The Cold War in Asia 1945–1993’ and ‘The Cold War in Europe 1941–1995’ from Unit Group 2 of the OCR History specification. You will study one of these for the examination. The chapters in the book correspond to the key topics in the specification, with four chapters for each period study.

The two units covered in this book deal with crucial periods when the wartime alliance between the West and the Soviet Union, which had jointly defeated the Axis powers of Germany, Italy and Japan, broke down and took the world close to nuclear war. During this period, the USA and the Soviet Union and China were involved in conflicts in Europe and Asia to contain the expansion of the other, although they avoided direct conflict with each other, hence the term ‘Cold War’.

The Cold War in Asia followed the USA’s successful policy of establishing model states in Japan and the Philippines after the defeat of Japan in 1945. It was the fall of China to communism in 1949 and concerns about Russian influence in Southeast Asia that alarmed the USA, which feared that communism would spread and led to their involvement in two wars: the Korean War and the Vietnam War, as well as incursions into both Laos and Cambodia. The two wars had a dramatic impact on the region, playing a key role in the establishment of the brutal regime of Pol Pot in Cambodia. Although the USA was able to contain communism in Korea, it failed in Vietnam. An improvement in relations with China resulted in an American withdrawal from Vietnam and the establishment of a Cambodian kingdom. However, the problem with North Korea remains just as real today as it was in 1950.

The Cold War in Europe developed quickly after the defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945, as tensions that had been present during the war came to the surface once the common enemy had been removed. Russian expansion into Eastern Europe appeared to threaten the West, and Germany, particularly Berlin, would become the territory where the conflict was played out. Unrest within the communist states was suppressed but tensions were added to with the development of nuclear weapons and the creation of two armed camps in NATO and the Warsaw Pact. Although there were periods when relations improved, it would take until the 1980s for tensions to decline as economic and social problems grew in the communist states. Ultimately, this would lead to the fall of the symbol of these tensions, the Berlin Wall, and the reunification of Germany, followed by the break-up of the Eastern bloc and the Soviet Union.

2 How you will be assessed

A Level

Each of the three Unit Groups has an examination paper, whereas the topic-based essay is marked internally, but externally moderated.


	●  Unit Group 1 – British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.


	●  Unit Group 2 – Non-British Period Study is assessed through a shorter-answer question and one essay. This counts for 15 per cent of your overall marks.


	●  Unit Group 3 – Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations unit is assessed through two essays which cover at least 100 years, and one in-depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks.




For the Topic based essay you will complete a 3,000–4,000 word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.

AS Level

Each of the two Unit Groups has an examination paper:


	●  Unit Group 1 – British Period Study is assessed through your choice of one of two essays, and the Enquiry is assessed through two source-based questions. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.


	●  Unit Group 2 – non-British Period Study is assessed through an essay and an interpretation question. The interpretation question will come from one of two specified key topics. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.




Examination questions for Unit Group 2

For both the AS and A Level you will have been entered for a specific unit and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit. In the AS examination there will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the Period Study section and Section B is the Interpretation section.

In the A Level examination there is just one section with two short-answer essays and two period-study essays.

In the A Level examination, two questions will be set and you must answer one. There will be two parts to each of the questions; the short-answer essay, which carries 10 marks and the period study essay, which carries 20 marks. You must answer both parts from the same question.

In the AS examination, Section A will contain two essay questions, both worth 30 marks, and you will have to answer one of them. Each essay will be drawn from a different key topic, although the questions could be drawn from more than one key topic. In Section B, there will be one interpretation question, which will be drawn from one of the two key topics named in the AS specification. 

Questions on the Period Study

For AS and A Level the types of questions set will be the same. Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific requirements for each can be found at the end of each of the chapters in this book. The command terms are important and a key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do in response to them.




	Command term
	Description
	Example in the book





	Assess
	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important
	Asia, page 62
Europe, page 141




	To what extent
	Consider the relative importance of the named issue by comparing it with other issues and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance
	Asia, page 87
Europe, page 194




	How far
	Consider the relative importance of the named issue and weigh up its role by comparing it with other issues to reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance
	Asia, page 114
Europe, page 145




	How successful
	Consider a range of issues and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success
	Asia, page 88
Europe, page 170






Questions for A Level short-answer essay

The questions will be based on two key events, people or issues and you will be asked to explain which you consider to be of the greater importance, impact or significance for a particular issue. Questions will be structured in the following way:

Which was the more successful ‘model state’ for the United States in the period 1945–52?


	    (i)   Japan


	    (ii)  The Philippines




Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

OR

Which of the following had the greater impact on the Cold War in Europe?


	    (i)   The Hungarian Crisis of 1956


	    (ii)  The Czech Crisis of 1968




Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

Questions on the AS interpretation

The questions will be based around a short quotation from a historian. You will not need to know anything about the historian, but must apply your knowledge of the issues raised by the quotation to evaluate the strengths and limitations of the quotation.

Questions will be worded as follows:

‘[The Korean War], which the West interpreted as blatant, Soviet made aggression was not Stalin’s brainchild.’

From: V. Zubok and C. Pleshakov, Inside the Kremlin’s Cold War, 1996 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation, making reference to other interpretations that you have studied.

OR

‘The Cold War was not inevitable; yet it became a reality because of the innate needs of the Soviet Union and the United States.’

From: M. McCauley, The Origins of the Cold War, 1983

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation, making reference to other interpretations that you have studied.

Answering the questions

The AS examination is one and a half hours in length. Section A carries more marks than Section B and, therefore, it would be sensible to spend about 50 minutes on Section A and 40 minutes on Section B.

The A Level examination is one hour. The Period Study essay, question (b), carries more marks than the short essay, question (a), and therefore it would be sensible to spend more time on the Period Study essay. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning essays is given on pages 36–37.

The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme. It would be useful to familiarise yourself with this before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance, but they cannot cover everything and if you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. You will be rewarded for well-argued and supported responses. Marks will not be deducted for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.

What will the examination paper look like?

The cover of the examination paper will tell you the level for which you have been entered, either AS or A Level. It will tell you the unit number, which for the AS is either Y252 or Y253 and for the A Level is either Y222 or Y223. It will also tell you the title of the unit, the date of the examination and the time allowed for the examination. The cover will also give you instructions about the answer booklet and the marks available.

3 About this book

At the start of each Period Study covered in this book there is a section called ‘Gateway’. This provides a one-page summary of background material to the period you are about to study.

Each chapter in the book then covers one of the Key Topics listed in the OCR specification for the unit.

Chapters start with a brief introduction and a series of key questions. An overview of the period or theme of the chapter provides a brief introductory narrative along with a timeline which outlines the key events.

Key questions

The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the key questions listed in the chapter introduction. The key questions may be broken down into sub-questions to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of the section you should be able to answer the key questions. 

Key terms

The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts surrounding the topic are emboldened the first time they are used in the chapter and defined in the glossary on pages 227–28.

Activities

There are a series of activities throughout the book to help you develop the key skills needed for the examination. They will focus on developing your analytical skills and making judgements.

AS Level

There are some elements of the AS examination in Unit 2 that are different from the A Level. How to tackle the AS Interpretation question is explained at the end of each section of the book.

Historical debates

As historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events or personalities, each chapter contains contrasting extracts from the writings of two historians. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but also, by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter, you will be able to test the views of the historians in order to determine which view you find more convincing. There will also be a list of books for further reading on the issue. Knowledge of the debate is not necessary for the examination in Unit 2, but it will enrich your knowledge and help to develop a valuable skill, which is tested in Unit 2 of the AS Level and further tested in Unit 3 of the A level.

Summary of the chapter

At the end of each chapter there is a bullet-point list of the key points covered (Chapter takeaways), which will help with your revision.

Study skills

Each chapter has a Study skills section. These gradually help you to build up the skills you need for the Period Studies and Enquiries examination papers, providing examples of parts of strong and weak responses and further questions and activities in which you can practise the skills.

Revise, reflect, review

At the end of each unit there is a section that helps you to consolidate your understanding of the whole topic. It encourages you to think about the period as a whole and question many of your earlier views. There will also be further activities to help you prepare for the examination.







Gateway into the Cold War in Asia 1945–93



The impact of Japan on Asia


	●  Japan had modernised its economy and armed forces after 1854 and created an empire that included Korea, an independent monarchy that Japan annexed in 1910.


	●  In order to gain the resources for the long war with China, which began in 1931, and to create a self-sufficient ‘co-prosperity sphere’, Japan occupied the colonies of the USA and European powers in Southeast Asia, 1940–42. These included French Indochina (Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos); the British colonies in Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaya; the Dutch colonies of modern-day Indonesia and the US Philippine Islands.


	●  The defeat of the Americans and Europeans by Asian nations weakened the prestige of the colonial powers and encouraged the growth of Asian nationalism. Some nationalists collaborated with Japan, but as the war went on there was more resistance to Japan and a desire for independence. Some opposition to Japan came from local communist parties, for example in Vietnam.







The impact of China


	●  China was ruled by emperors until a revolution in 1911 in which the nationalist movement (the Guomindang) established a republic.


	●  The new republic faced much disturbance from warlords and also from attempts by Japan to dominate it. There was also the growth of a communist movement. A civil war between the Chinese nationalists and the Communists after 1928 lasted until 1949 and went on at the same time as increasing Japanese invasions. China faced a full-scale war with Japan from 1937 to 1945. The civil war ended with a Communist victory in 1949 under Mao Zedong.


	●  The West did not recognise the new People’s Republic of China; instead they recognised that ‘China’ was the island of Taiwan (Formosa) to which the defeated Nationalist leader, Jiang Jieshi, had retreated in 1949. This caused bad feeling between Communist China and the West.


	●  There was the possibility that China would support communist movements in other parts of Europe to promote a world revolution.







The USA, Europe and Asian communism


	●  In 1945, the USA occupied Japan, giving it a major presence in south Asia.


	●  Stalin had delayed declaring war on Japan until 1945 but Soviet forces then occupied some former Japanese territory and installed a communist government in North Korea, dividing the country by agreement with the USA, which protected an anti-communist regime in the South.


	●  The USA did little to prevent a communist victory in China in 1949 and left the European powers to re-establish their authority. The USA was unsympathetic to European colonialism because it restricted free trade, and welcomed the granting of independence to India by Britain in 1947.


	●  After 1949, the emergence of a major new communist state became a matter of great concern to the USA, which worried that communism would spread to other Asian countries.


	●  US fears about communism in Asia were dominated by hostility to Stalin’s expansion in Europe and the shock of the Chinese communist victory in 1949. If the two huge communist countries joined together then communism might dominate the world.







The Cold War


	●  Under Stalin, the Soviet Union dominated Eastern Europe, following the defeat of Germany in the Second World War in 1945.


	●  A number of pro-Soviet states were established: Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Romania. East Germany became a satellite state in 1949. The Soviet Union had annexed Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia.


	●  There was increasing tension between the capitalist West and the communist bloc. This hostility lasted until 1989 and was known as the ‘Cold War’ because there was no actual fighting in Europe.


	●  The USA announced policies of containment and Marshall Aid in 1947, which committed it to defend European countries threatened by communist take-overs and to support European democracy through granting economic aid to prevent communist support growing due to poverty and hardship.
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