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How to use this book

Introduction

This book covers the subject content of Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes through the perspective of Christianity, Buddhism, Islam and Judaism, for the new WJEC GCSE Religious Studies qualification.

The book is set out in the order of the WJEC specification to help students and teachers work through any course of study in specification order.

The book includes information on all of the key concepts and detailed content for each part of the specification.

What is the assessment structure?

The assessment structure for the GCSE Religious Studies qualification requires students to complete two examination papers; one for Unit 1 Religion and Philosophical Themes and one for Unit 2 Religion and Ethical Themes.

The content below covers Unit 1 only. Unit 2 will be covered in a separate book to be published in March 2018.

Part A

Part A is the study of core beliefs and teachings of two religions.

For the first section of Part A students must study either Christianity OR Catholic Christianity. Only Christianity is covered in this title.

For the second section of Part A students must study a second world religion, we are only covering Buddhism, Islam and Judaism in this book.

The length of the examination paper for this unit is two hours.

Part B

Part B is the study of two philosophical themes:


•  Life and death

•  Good and evil



These must be studied through the perspective of Christianity (or Catholic Christianity though that is not covered in this title) and one other world religion, which should be the same as the second world religion you studied for Part A.

Assessment objectives

In each component there are different types of questions on the examination paper to assess the two different assessment objectives. The assessment objectives are referred to as A01 and A02 in the specification.

The two different assessment objectives test different dimensions of your religious knowledge and understanding.

In the GCSE examinations, each assessment objective is worth 50 per cent of the total mark.

Assessment objective 1

You need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief*, including:


•  belief, practices and sources of authority

•  the influence on individuals, communities and societies

•  similarities and differences within and/or between religions and belief.



The form of questions for this assessment objective will vary but common rubric instructions for this assessment objective are:


•  What is meant by …?

•  Describe …

•  Explain …



Assessment objective 2

You need to analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief*, including their significance and influence.

The form of question for this assessment objective will provide you with a statement followed by the rubric instruction:

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)

Answering the questions

It is important to know the structure of the exam paper and the type of questions that will be asked.

For all exam questions consider two questions:


•  How many marks are awarded for the question? This will help you consider how much time should be spent on your answer and the depth of your answer.

•  What is the question asking you to do? No question will ever ask you to write all that you know! What are the most important words in the question? Remember you can highlight them to help you focus on what the question is asking.



It is important to remember that there are four types of questions. The space in your exam booklet will give you an idea of how much to write though there is no requirement to fill all of the lines. It is also important to look at the marking grids so you can see what is required for each of the mark bands.

Question (a) – AO1


•  1 mark for each relevant point made (one point can be an example).

•  2 marks for either two separate points or one point which is developed/explained/elaborated.



These are always the first question in each unit. They ask you to state what the key concept means. Your responses can include an example.

Throughout the book you will find examples of the definitions of all the key concepts. There are 12 key concepts for the Part A and 8 key concepts for the Part B.

Remember there are only two marks available for these questions so it important you are able to give an accurate definition which is to the point.

Question (b) – AO1

In these questions you will be expected to describe a particular religious teaching, belief, idea, practice, place, event or view. There is a maximum of five marks for this type of question. To gain full marks you should be able to show your knowledge using appropriate religious terms and any relevant sources of wisdom or sacred texts.



	Band
	Band Descriptor
	Mark total



	3
	An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	4–5



	2
	A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately.

	2–3



	1
	A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way.

	1



	0
	No relevant information provided.
	0




Question (c) – AO1

These questions expect you to ‘explain’ a religious teaching, belief, idea, practice, event or view in the religions you have studied. There is a maximum of eight marks for this type of question. You need to use appropriate religious terms and relevant sources of wisdom or sacred texts.

In the Part B (Religion and Philosophical Themes), you will be required to consider two religious perspectives for the (c) questions. The two perspectives must come from Christianity and the other religion you are studying in Part A.



	Band
	Band Descriptor
	Mark total



	4
	An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	7–8



	3
	A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately.

	5–6



	2
	A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy

	3–4



	1
	A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way and with little accuracy.

	1–2



	0
	No relevant information provided.
	0




Question (d) – AO2

These are very important questions as they are worth 15 marks. The question requires you to read and understand a statement and then:

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer) (15)

Responses must analyse, evaluate, offer different and/or alternative views and reach well supported judgements.

Life and Death (d) question must include non-religious beliefs. Non-religious beliefs can be included (but don’t have to be) in any appropriate (d) question that lends itself to a non-religious response.

Throughout the book there are tasks which will help you develop skills needed for the examination:


•  Using religious and sacred text references.

•  Using religious language and terms.

•  Showing the diversity of beliefs and practices within a religious tradition.



Question 1(d), 2(d) and 4(d)



	Band
	Band Descriptor
	Mark Total



	4
	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail.

	12–15



	3
	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail.
	8-11



	2
	A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.
	4-7



	1
	A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral reasoning. A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer different and/or alternative viewpoints. Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.
	1-3



	0
	No relevant point of view stated.
	0




Question 1(d) will also have 6 marks available for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar.

Question 3(d) – Life and death theme



	Band
	Band Descriptor
	Mark Total



	4
	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
An excellent, highly detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.

Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail.

	12–15



	4
	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on through and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. A very good, detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists. Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail.
	8-11



	3
	A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. A satisfactory, reasonably detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists. Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.
	4-7



	2
	A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue, based on limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral reasoning. A very basic consideration or no consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists. A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer different and/or alternative viewpoints. Poor use or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.
	1-3



	0
	No relevant point of view stated.
	0




Additional note

The complete WJEC specification is available on the WJEC website.

There are a variety of digital resources and other materials to support the teaching of this specification on the WJEC website.

Further information may be found in the specification content about alternative routes through the specification based on the study of other world faiths (Catholic Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism) not included in this textbook.

*The term ‘belief’ includes religious and non-religious belief as appropriate to the subject content requirements.


Christianity
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Key Concepts

Agape Selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love. Christianity holds agape to be the highest types of love, epitomised by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for the salvation of humanity and in teachings such as ‘Love your neighbour’.

Atonement The belief that Jesus’ Death and Resurrection healed the rift between humans and God, thereby opening the way for God and people to be ‘at one’ again.

Divine command theory The belief that something is right because God commands it.

Holy Spirit One of the three persons of the Holy Trinity. Jesus promised the Apostles that he would send the Holy Spirit after his Crucifixion and Resurrection. Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is present as the power of God at work in the world.

Incarnation ‘Made flesh’ – the Christian belief that God became man in the person of Jesus, fully human and fully divine. God becoming human in the form of Jesus.

Inter-faith dialogue Different faith communities and groups coming together to better understand each other and to serve the wider community with a mutual respect that allows them to live peacefully alongside each other, in spite of differences in beliefs and ways of life.

Messiah The word means ‘the Anointed One’. The Messiah is the one believed to be sent by God to be humanity’s saviour. Christians believe this person to be Jesus.

Omnibenevolence The state of being all-loving and infinitely good – a characteristic often attributed to God.

Omnipotence The all-powerful, almighty and unlimited nature of God.

Omniscience The all-knowing nature of God.

Resurrection The belief that Jesus rose from the dead on the third day from when he was crucified, thereby conquering death. It is commemorated annually on Easter Sunday.

Trinity The three persons of God: God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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Core Questions
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What is God like?
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Did God create the universe?
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What does it mean to say God created human beings ‘in his image’?
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What is Original Sin?
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How do we know what is right and wrong?
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What do Christians mean by ‘love’?
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Why are there so many different branches of Christianity?
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What do Christians do to improve life for people in 21st century Britain?
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How do Christians work with other Christians and people of different faiths?
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