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1 A new school year

[image: ] Listening and speaking

A web page

‘Students around the world’ is a website that allows you to discover how children and young people live in other parts of the world.
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1  Work with a partner. Use these words and phrases to tell each other what you would like to see or do. Make sure you listen carefully.
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    A:  I’d like a penfriend from …

    B:  Why?

    A:  Because …




2  Now say how you would feel if you visited a penfriend. For example: I’d feel happy.
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A new boy in the class

My name is Natalie. We have just begun the new school year, and a new boy has joined our class. His name is Ben, and his family arrived from London during the summer holidays.

At first, we all thought that Ben spoke very strangely. His English is different from ours: he did not speak like us, and he could not understand us. However, I think we’ll soon be good friends. He’s very good at football and he’s even better at cricket – I want him to be the captain of our team!

Ben told us about his family. His grandfather went to London, where he found work as a bus conductor on a double-decker bus.
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Ben’s Dad and Mum were born in London. However, they always heard about the beauty of our Island – the sun, the sea, and the beach. They also loved the traditional stories about Anansi and his tricks.

In the end, they decided to come here, so that Ben and his sister could learn about our culture. Ben says that his cousin Shantal will join the family soon. I hope she is good at cricket too!

Ben told us about his favourite places in London. He says that he has seen really good films in the 02 Arena, and some of the London Olympic Games took place there. However, his favourite place is the London Eye, which is like a giant wheel on the banks of the river Thames. It’s possible to go up in a small cabin, and then from the top, there is a fantastic view of the city.

I feel excited about getting to know Ben and his family. My friends and I are going to play cricket with him on Saturday.
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Questions


  1  Where did Ben come from?

  2  What is Ben good at?

  3  Which are Ben’s two favourite places in London?

  4  In which way (or ways) is Ben different from the other children at school?

  5  Why did Ben’s parents decide to come to the island?

  6  How did the writer feel about Ben, at first?

  7  How does the writer feel about Ben now?

  8  Which are your favourite stories?

  9  If you could live anywhere else in the world, where would you choose?

10  What or who would you miss if you went to live in a different place?
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Proper nouns

The names of people and places are proper nouns, and they all begin with a capital letter.


1  Find at least five proper nouns in the story about the new boy in class.

2  A race! Who can be the first to write down the names of ten people and ten places? Make sure you use a capital letter at the beginning of every proper noun.

3  Copy this paragraph into your exercise book, using the correct capital letters for proper nouns.
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Last summer my uncle john took us to new york. He took us to the zoo in central park, where we saw lions and tigers. They’re very scary! Then we visited the statue of liberty, which is on liberty island. We walked up 354 stairs to the crown on the top, where we had a fantastic view of the city. We also visited the new york city fire museum, where we learned about fire safety. That was really interesting.
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Collective nouns

The words class and team are collective nouns. They represent many people, but they usually have a singular verb. Here are some more examples:


•  pack of cards

•  crowd of people

•  bundle of rags

•  fleet of ships/trawlers

•  gang of youths

•  bunch of flowers/bananas/grapes/keys.
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Groups of animals often have special collective nouns, for example:


•  herd of elephants/cattle/goats

•  swarm of insects/bees/flies

•  pack of dogs/wolves

•  pride of lions

•  shoal of fish (swimming)

•  catch of fish (for eating)

•  pod of whales

•  flock of birds/ducks/sheep.
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4  Match the pictures with the collective noun from the list above.

5  Complete these sentences with the correct collective noun from the lists above and on page 10.
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Yesterday evening we went for a walk near the harbour. Out at sea we could see a ______________ of trawlers, waiting to bring home their ______________ of fish. Outside one of the restaurants, we met a ______________ of people making a lot of noise. One man had a ______________ of cards in his hand, and a woman was holding a ______________ of flowers. Later, we saw a ______________ of seagulls following the trawlers as they came into the harbour. Then a ______________ of insects started biting us. So we went home and listened to our favourite band.
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Parts of speech

Make sure you know the parts of speech. This will help you in your grammar lessons.



	Part of speech
	What it is or does
	Examples



	Noun
	a thing, person, idea, place
	bat, bowler, Lara, cricket, success, city



	Pronoun
	represents nouns; pronouns include the first, second and third persons singular or plural
	he, she, it, they, I, you, we, us



	Verb
	‘doing’ or ‘being’ word
	play, sing, read, run, be, see



	Adjective
	describes a noun
	big, red, heavy, lively, beautiful



	Adverb
	describes how something is done
	fast, very, also, gently, cheaply



	Preposition
	shows the relationship between nouns and nouns, or verbs and nouns
	in, on, from, by, to, over, under, of, for, across



	Conjunction
	joins clauses together
	and, but, so, because, if



	Interjection
	a word that shows shock or surprise; it is often followed by an exclamation mark (!)
	Hey! Wow! Hi! Oh! Well!



	Article
	the short word that you often see before a noun
	a, an, the





1  Copy these sentences into your exercise book. Write down the part of speech of the underlined words.




    a  Floella Benjamin is a television presenter and actress.

    b  She was born in Trinidad, but she moved to England when she was 11 years old.

    c  Recently, she wrote her autobiography, ‘Coming to England’, which describes her experience of culture-shock.

    d  At first, other children were horrible to her, so she decided that she would be better than them – at athletics, music, acting and school work.

    e  She has received many awards for her charity work, and is a member of the British House of Lords.
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Subject–verb agreement

The subject of a sentence is usually a noun or a pronoun. You must make sure that the subject of your sentence agrees with the verb.

I is usually followed by a singular verb, for example am. However, in this sentence the subject is plural, so the verb is plural: are, not am.

For example:


•  My friends and I are going to play cricket at the weekend.



A collective noun usually needs a singular verb.

For example:


•  A pack of wolves was standing on a rock in the forest.



Sometimes the subject includes a relative clause.

For example:


•  The basket that was full of pawpaws has fallen onto the road.



Sometimes the subject is singular, but it includes a plural noun.

For example:


•  John, as well as his brothers, plays the steel-pans.
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2  Copy this paragraph into your exercise book. Choose the correct form of the verb in brackets, so that it agrees with the subject.
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My friends and I (am/are) really good at making kites. We always look for clean plastic bags, which (is/are) normal size. John, who is the cleverest of all my friends, (cut/cuts) and (fold/folds) the bag in a special way, then I attach the string. A gang of kids from the next village (like/likes) to fly kites with us, and we often have a competition to see whose kite (fly/flies) highest.
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Reading a table

Look at the Scope and sequence table at the beginning of this book. You can read a table across and down.


1  What sort of information can you find as you read across the Scope and sequence table? What sort of information can you find as you read down?

2  Read down the left-hand side of the table. How many units (chapters) are there in this book?

3  Read down the second column on the left. Which will be your favourite topic this year?
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Self-assessment


1  Think about your work. What do you like doing, at home or at school?
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2  Now think about what you are good at, and what you need to improve. Write a list.
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3  Show your list to your teacher or to a partner. Make changes or improvements.
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A letter to a penfriend

You are writing your first letter to a penfriend in another part of the world. Choose a name for your penfriend, for example Kamal or Teresa.


1  Work with a partner. Discuss what you would like to write about.

2  Write notes about: your family, your home, your school, your hobbies.

3  Then use your notes to say what you are good at, and what you need to work hard at.

4  Here is the layout for a friendly letter. Write three or four paragraphs, using your notes.
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5  Show your letter to your partner and make corrections. Then write the final version in your best handwriting. You can include it in your assessment portfolio.
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