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Get the most from this book

This book will help you revise for the WJEC Eduqas GCSE History specification, which can be downloaded from the WJEC Eduqas website www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/.

This book covers the following options:

Component 1: Studies in depth


•  British study in depth: 1B The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603

•  Non-British study in depth: 1G Germany in transition, 1919–1939



Component 2: Studies in breadth


•  Period Study: 2A The Development of the USA, 1929–2000

•  Thematic Study: 2E Changes in crime and punishment in Britain, c.500 to the present day

•  Thematic Study: 2F Changes in health and medicine in Britain, c.500 to the present day



You can use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:


1  revised and understood a topic

2  answered the exam practice questions

3  checked your answers online.



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. Be a scribbler, make notes as you learn. You will need an exercise book for most of the revision tasks, but you can also write in this book.

Track your progress
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Key terms

Key terms are highlighted the first time they appear, with an explanation nearby in the margin.
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Exam practice

Sample exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Revision tasks

Use these tasks to make sure that you have understood every topic and to help you think about what you are revising. If you do the tasks you will have to use the information in the book. If you use the information you will remember it better. The more you use it the better you will remember it.
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Exam tips

Throughout the book there are tips that explain how you can boost your final grade.
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My revision planner

Introduction

Section 1 The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603

1.1 Elizabethan government

1.2 Lifestyles of the rich and poor

1.3 Popular entertainment

1.4 The problem of religion

1.5 The Catholic threat

1.6 The Spanish Armada

1.7 The Puritan threat

Section 2 Germany in transition, c.1919–1947

2.1 The impact of the First World War

2.2 The recovery of Weimar

2.3 The Nazi rise to power and the end of the Weimar Republic

2.4 Consolidation of power, 1933-34

2.5 Nazi economic, social and racial policies

2.6 Terror and persuasion

2.7 Hitler’s foreign policy

Section 3 The development of the USA, 1929–2000

3.1 Economic downturn and recovery

3.2 The economic impact of the Second World War and post-war developments

3.3 The issue of civil rights, 1941–70

3.4 Political change, 1960–2000

3.5 Social change, 1950–2000

3.6 Cold War rivalry

3.7 The search for world peace since 1970

Section 4 Changes in crime and punishment

4.1 Causes of crime

4.2 Nature of crimes

4.3 Enforcing law and order

4.4 Methods of combating crime

4.5 Methods of punishment

4.6 Attitudes to crime and punishment

4.7 A study of the historic environment connected with changes in crime and punishment in Britain, c.500 to the present day

4.8 A study of the historic environment connected with changes in crime and punishment in Britain, c.500 to the present day

Section 5 Changes in health and medicine

5.1 Causes of illness and disease

5.2 Attempts to prevent illness and disease

5.3 Attempts to treat and cure illness and disease

5.4 Advances in medical knowledge

5.5 Developments in patient care

5.6 Developments in public health and welfare

5.7 A study of the historic environment connected with changes in health and medicine in Britain, c.500 to the present day: The village of Eyam during the Great Plague

5.8 A study of the historic environment connected with changes in health and medicine in Britain, c.500 to the present day: The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–1918 and the treatment and care of the wounded

Glossary


Introduction

How to revise

There is no single way to revise, but here are some good ideas.

1 Make a revision timetable

For a subject like history, which involves learning large amounts of factual detail, it is essential that you construct a revision plan.


•  Start early – you should start by looking at the dates of your exams and work backwards to the first date you intend to start revising, probably six to eight weeks before your exam.

•  Be realistic – work out a realistic revision plan to complete your revision; don’t try to do too much. Remember that you have to fit in your history revision alongside your other GCSE subjects. Plan to include breaks to give yourself a rest.

•  Revise regularly – regular, short spells of 40 minutes are better than panicky six-hour slogs until 2 a.m.

•  Plan your time carefully – give more revision time to topic areas you find difficult and spend longer on the sections you feel less confident about.

•  Track your progress – keep to your timetable and use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to tick off each topic as you complete it. Give yourself targets and reward yourself when you have achieved them.



2 Revise actively

Different people revise in different ways and you will have to find the methods which best suit your learning style. Here are some techniques which students have used to help them revise:
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How to prepare for the exam

1 Decode the exam question – look for the ‘command’ words

To perform well in the exam, you will have to answer the questions correctly. The key to success is understanding what the question is asking – look for the key command words which will tell you the type of answer you should write.

Common command words and what they mean



	Command word
	What it means



	Explain
	Provide a number of reasons, showing how or why each contributed to the event named in the question.



	Describe
Outline


	Provide specific factual detail upon the key issue named in the question.



	How important …?
How successful …?

How far …?

To what extent …?


	Provide a judgement about the importance of a named event/person supported by reasons, explanations and evidence.



	Do the interpretations support the view that …?
Which of the sources is more useful to a historian studying …?

	Provide a judgement about how useful or accurate historical sources and interpretations are for historians.




2 Look at how the mark schemes work

All your answers on the exam paper will be marked by using a level of response mark scheme. In the low tariff questions (4–6 marks) there will normally be two levels, for the medium tariff questions (8–10 marks) there will be three levels and for the higher tariff questions (11–16 marks) there will be four levels. The more detailed, informed and well-reasoned your answer is, the higher up the level of responses you will advance.

A typical level of response mark scheme will look like this:

Band 1: Generalised points, not fully focused upon the topic area being examined; the general points will not be supported by accurate or relevant factual details or examples.

Answers at this level will be very simplistic and contain little factual support.

Band 2: A number of relevant points with some focus upon the question; these points will be supported by accurate factual detail, although the range might be narrow or some points might not be fully developed.

Answers will display good focus, will be supported with relevant detail and demonstrate an argument which goes some way to answering the question.

Band 3: A range of relevant points which clearly address the question and show understanding of the most important factors involved; a clear explanation which is well structured and supported by detailed and accurate factual information.

Answers at this level will be thorough and detailed; they will clearly engage with the question and provide a balanced and reasoned argument that reaches a well-supported judgement.

Band 4: A full range of relevant points that clearly focus on the thrust of the question with a clear and balanced judgement supported by detailed, accurate and fully relevant factual information.

Answers at this level will fully answer the question supported by detailed factual information which is put into the correct historical context.


Guide to the WJEC Eduqas GCSE History examination

About the course

You are required to study two components. Each component has a weighting of 50 per cent towards your final GCSE grade.

Component 1: Studies in depth focusing on the evaluation of historical sources and interpretations.

This is in two parts and consists of:


•  A British depth study (1B The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603)

•  A non-British depth study (1G Germany in transition 1919–1939)



Component 2: Studies in breadth focusing on assessing continuity, change, cause, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.

This is in two parts and consists of:


•  A period study (2A The development of the USA, 1929–2000)

•  A thematic study, which includes the study of a historical site (2E Changes in crime and punishment in Britain, c.500 to the present day, OR 2F Changes in health and medicine in Britain, c.500 to the present day)



Components 1 and 2 are assessed through two written examinations (Component 1 being two hours, made up of one hour per study, and Component 2 being two hours, made up of 45 minutes for the period study and 1 hour 15 minutes for the thematic study).

Component 1

This examination tests your knowledge and understanding through the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. You will have to answer all of the questions in these examinations.

British study in depth

Time allowed: 1 hour

Question 1 is worth 4 marks and asks you to say what can be learnt from Sources A and B.


1  What can be learnt from Sources A and B about…?




    •  You will need to put several points for Source A, linking them to the question.

    •  Repeat this for Source B.

    •  You should aim to write equal amounts from both sources.



Question 2 is worth 8 marks and asks you to analyse and evaluate the accuracy of the source.


2  To what extent does this source accurately reflect…?




    •  You need to test the source’s accuracy against your knowledge.

    •  Consider:




      •  who wrote it

      •  when it was written

      •  why was it written

      •  how this affects the accuracy of the source.




    •  Make a judgement about the accuracy of the source.



Question 3 is worth 12 marks and asks you to provide a well-supported explanation of the significance of the identified issue or individual.


3  Why was [name/issue] significant…?




    •  You will need to show what the background situation to this was.

    •  Include specific details to show why this was significant.

    •  Finish with a well-supported judgement about the significance of this.



Question 4 is worth 10 marks and asks you to identify and explain the connections between two features of a historical topic.


4  Explain the connections between TWO of the following…




    •  Clearly identify the connections between the two features you have chosen.

    •  Explain these connections using detail historical knowledge of the topic.



Question 5 is worth 16 marks and asks you to reach a substantiated judgement about the accuracy of the interpretation.


5  How far do you agree with this interpretation of…?




    •  You will need to outline the view in the interpretation and link it to your knowledge.

    •  Consider what the attribution tells us about how and why the author formed the interpretation.

    •  Suggest why other historians might have different views.

    •  Make a judgement on why there are different interpretations of this issue.



Non-British study in depth

Time allowed: 1 hour

Question 1 is worth 5 marks and asks you to use the source and your own knowledge to describe a historical issue.


1  Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe…




    •  Describe what you can see or read in the source.

    •  Link this information to your knowledge of this subject.

    •  Aim to make at least two developed points.



Question 2 is worth 8 marks and asks you to analyse and evaluate the purpose of the source in order to reach a substantiated judgement.


2  What was the purpose of Source B?




    •  You need to use your knowledge of this period of time to describe the message of this source.

    •  Use the details of the caption/attribution of the source to explain who the source was aimed at and why it would give this particular message at this particular time.



Question 3 is worth 10 marks and asks you to reach a substantiated judgement about the extent to which the interpretations support a particular view.


3  Do the interpretations support the view that…?




    •  Describe the message of Interpretation 1.

    •  Does the message of the interpretation support or contradict the main focus of the question?

    •  Use the interpretation attribution to consider why the interpretation was produced.

    •  Repeat for Interpretation 2.

    •  Give your judgement on how much the interpretations support the view in the question, considering why they support or differ from this view.



Question 4 is worth 11 marks and asks you to analyse and evaluate the relative usefulness of the source material to a historian studying the issue.


4  Which of the sources is more useful to a historian studying…?




    •  For each source consider:




      •  what the source tells you about the topic

      •  who said it

      •  why was the source produced

      •  how the source fits into what was happening at that time.




    •  Remember to give a judgement on which source is the most useful and why.



Question 5 is worth 16 marks and asks you to reach a substantiated judgement about the extent to which you agree with the interpretation.


5  To what extent do you agree with this interpretation?




    •  Use your knowledge to build up a case to support the interpretation.

    •  Suggest other interpretations and use your knowledge to build up a case for them.

    •  Conclude with a judgement on how far you agree with the interpretation.

    •  Check your spelling, punctuation and grammar for accuracy.



Component 2

This examination tests your knowledge and understanding of continuity, change, cause, consequence, significance, similarity and difference. You will have to answer all the questions on these examinations.

Period study

Time allowed: 45 minutes

Question 1 is worth 5 marks and asks you to describe a historical issue.


1  Describe…




    •  Include specific factual detail such as dates, events or names of key people.

    •  Aim to write at least three key features/points.



Question 2 is worth 6 marks and asks you to give a well-supported judgement on how much change there has been.


2  How far did… change… between… and…?




    •  Identify important changes in the topic across the period of time in the question.

    •  Use specific factual details to back up the points you make.

    •  End with a concluding sentence which shows how far you think there was change in this topic.



Question 3 is worth 9 marks and asks you to give a well-supported explanation about the relative importance of three developments.


3  Arrange the developments in order of their significance to… Explain your choices.




    •  Choose three factors and put them in order of their importance in your judgement.

    •  Explain the importance of each factor using detailed knowledge to support your points.



Question 4 is worth 8 marks and asks you to provide a focused and well-supported explanation.


4  Explain why…




    •  You need to give several reasons to explain this event.

    •  Each reason needs to be supported with relevant factual specific detail.



Question 5 is worth 12 marks and asks you to analyse and evaluate the importance of one issue compared to others.


5  How important was…?




    •  Explain the importance of the factor named in the question.

    •  You need to support your argument with specific factual detail.

    •  Consider the importance or significance of other factors as well.

    •  Finish with a well-supported judgement whether or not the factor in the question was the most important factor.



Thematic study

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes

Question 1 is worth 4 marks and asks you to identify one similarity and one difference between the sources.


1  Use Sources A, B and C to identify one similarity and one difference in…




    •  Pick out a similarity between the sources.

    •  Pick out a difference between the sources.



Question 2 is worth 6 marks and asks you to evaluate the relative reliability of two historical sources to a historian studying a particular issue.


2  Which of the two sources is the more reliable to a historian studying…?




    •  Use your knowledge to decide how accurate you think the content of Source D is.

    •  Repeat this for Source E.

    •  Finish with a clear judgement about which of the two sources you think is the most reliable and why.



Question 3 is worth 5 marks and asks you to describe a historical issue.


3  Describe…




    •  Include specific factual detail such as dates, events or names of key people.

    •  Aim to write at least three key features/points.



Question 4 is worth 9 marks and asks you to give a focused and well-supported explanation of an issue.


4  Explain why…




    •  You need to give several reasons to explain this event.

    •  Each reason needs to be supported with relevant factual detail.



Question 5 is worth 16 marks (plus 4 marks for spelling punctuation and grammar) and asks you to write an extended piece of writing about an issue, covering the three historical eras.


5  Outline how… changed from c.500 to the present day.




    •  Describe the main changes in this topic using specific factual details.

    •  Cover all three historical time periods – medieval, early modern and modern.

    •  Finish your paragraph on each time period with a judgement about how much change there had been.

    •  Check your spelling, punctuation and grammar for accuracy.



Question 6a is worth 8 marks and asks you to describe two features of a historic site.


6  a  Describe two main features of…




    •  You need to describe two key features using specific details.



Question 6b is worth 12 marks and asks you to provide a well-supported explanation of the way in which the historic site demonstrates continuity or change over time.


    b  Explain why the environment of… was significant in showing changes in…




    •  Identify a number of reasons which illustrate change/improvement.

    •  Consider each reason using specific factual detail, explaining how and why the environment studied brought about such changes.

    •  Finish with a judgement that clearly answers the question.
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Timed practice

Time yourself answering
past questions — source
questions, knowledge
questions and essays.

Working with friends
With a friend test each other
on key topic areas; attempt the
exam practice questions and
revision tasks, comparing

your answers.

Reduce notes down to key
words

Use bullet points — numbering
them helps

Play back recordings of the text
Make your own recording of the
text on an mp3 player if you have
one and keep playing it back. Listen
to the recordings often ~ while lying
in bed, while travelling in the

car or while walking to the shops

Remembering labelled diagrams
Test yourself by drawing spider
diagrams from memory.

Use acronyms or mnemonics
This is a very useful way of
remembering linked items ~a
particular sequence of events, key
causes/consequences or aspects

of a topic. You can either use the
first letters of each item to make
up a complete word, or you can
use those letters to make up a new
phrase which is easier o remember.
For example, LAMB on page 45 will
remind you of the terms of the
Treaty of Versailles: Land,

Army, Money, Blame.

Make summaries of information
For each key topic make

summary lists on one side of Ad or
on ‘b cards', using bullet points,

highlighting important

revision points
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