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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Tick to track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4–6 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


	●  revised and understood a topic


	●  tested yourself


	●  practised the exam questions and checked your answers online.




You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed

Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first steps in testing your learning. Answers are provided online.

Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.

Sources of wisdom and authority

Knowledge from key religious sources that you can use in the exam.

Activities

These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way. Answers are provided online.

Exam support

Exam support boxes are provided for each topic. Read them to help breakdown exam questions and form useful planning tools for the exam.

Online

Go online to check your answers to the Now test yourself and Activity questions.






My revision planner

1     Study of Catholic Christianity

1.1    Beliefs and teachings

1.1.1    The Trinity

1.1.2    Biblical understandings of God as Trinity

1.1.3    Creation

1.1.4    The nature of humanity

1.1.5    The Incarnation

1.1.6    The events of the Paschal mystery

1.1.7    The nature of salvation and grace

1.1.8    Eschatology

1.2    Practices

1.2.1    The sacramental nature of reality (part 1)

1.2.1    The sacramental nature of reality (part 2)

1.2.2    Catholic liturgical worship

1.2.3    The Catholic funeral rite

1.2.4    Prayer

1.2.5    Forms of popular piety

1.2.6    Pilgrimage

1.2.7    Catholic social teaching

1.2.8    Catholic mission and evangelisation

1.3    Sources of wisdom and authority

1.3.1    The Bible

1.3.2    Interpretation of the Bible

1.3.3    Scripture, tradition and the magisterium of the Church

1.3.4    The Second Vatican Council

1.3.5    The Church as the Body of Christ and the People of God

1.3.6    The four marks of the Church

1.3.7    Mary as a model of the Church

1.3.8    Sources of personal and ethical decision-making

1.4    Forms of expression and ways of life

1.4.1    The architecture, design and decoration of Catholic Churches

1.4.2    The different internal features of a Catholic Church

1.4.3    The meaning and significance of sacred objects within Catholicism

1.4.4    The meaning and significance of paintings, frescoes and drawing within Catholicism

1.4.5    The meaning and significance of sculptures and statues

1.4.6    The purpose and use of symbolism and imagery in religious art

1.4.7    The meaning and significance of drama, mystery plays and passion plays

1.4.8    The nature and use of traditional and contemporary styles of music in worship

2     Study of Judaism

2.1b  Judaism – beliefs and teachings

2.1b.1  The nature of the Almighty

2.1b.2  Shekhinah 

2.1b.3  Messiah

2.1b.4  The covenant at Sinai

2.1b.5  The covenant with Abraham

2.1b.6  Sanctity of life 

2.1b.7  Moral principles and the Mitzvot

2.1b.8  Jewish beliefs about life after death

2.2b  Practices

2.2b.1  Public acts of worship

2.2b.2  The Tenakh and Talmud

2.2b.3  Prayer

2.2b.4  Shema and Amidah

2.2b.5  Rituals and ceremonies (part 1)

2.2b.5  Rituals and ceremonies (part 2)

2.2b.6  Shabbat

2.2b.7  Festivals (part 1)

2.2b.7  Festivals (part 2)

2.2b.8  Features of the synagogue

3     Philosophy and ethics based on Catholic Christianity

3.1    Arguments for the existence of God

3.1.1    Revelation as proof of the existence of God

3.1.2    Visions

3.1.3    Miracles as proof of the existence of God

3.1.4    Catholic attitudes to religious experience

3.1.5    The design argument

3.1.6    The cosmological argument

3.1.7    The problem of evil and suffering

3.1.8    Solutions to the problem of evil and suffering 

3.2    Religious teachings on relationships and families in the twenty-first century

3.2.1    Marriage

3.2.2    Sexual relationships

3.2.3    Families

3.2.4    Support for the family in the local parish

3.2.5    Contraception

3.2.6    Divorce and remarriage

3.2.7    Equality of men and women in the family 

3.2.8    Gender prejudice and discrimination

Now test yourself and Activities answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes







How to use this book


This book is a revision guide for the Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies Specification A: Area of Study 1 Study of Catholic Christianity, Area of Study 2 Study of second religion Judaism, Area of Study 3 Philosophy and ethics based on Catholic Christianity.

Each chapter is one of the eight sections of the GCSE specification and is divided into the eight topics of the specification. Each topic has the main points you need to know. In the margin is a box with the specialist terms that you may find useful. Under this is another box with some sources of authority which you will need to learn for the c) questions.

On the opposite page are three sections aimed at improving your exam performance (answers are found online):


	●  Now test yourself is a set of multiple choice questions. You won’t have multiple choice questions in the exam but these will help you check your knowledge.


	●  Each activity is in two parts. Part 1 is a typical a) question which has been started and you need to complete. Part 2 is a typical c) question which you need to complete. These activities provide you with guidance to give you an idea of what is expected in the exam.


	●  Exam support sets out arguments for and against the issues raised by the topic to make it easier for you to answer the evaluation questions. But remember that in the exam, you will need to evaluate the arguments and write a conclusion about the issue to get more than half of the marks available.





How the assessment works


Area of Study 1 is assessed by an examination lasting 1 hour 45 minutes, which has four questions, one on each section of the specification.

Area of Study 2 is assessed by a 50-minute examination, which has two questions, one on each section of the specification.

Area of Study 3 is assessed by a 50-minute examination, which has two questions, one on each section of the specification.

All the questions follow the same format, that is they are divided into four sub-questions.

Part a) questions

These assess knowledge and might ask you to outline facts, for example ‘Outline three Catholic Christian beliefs about marriage.’ Each outline will gain you a mark. You should spend no more than 4 minutes answering these questions.

Example:

‘Catholic Christians believe that marriage is a sacrament (one correct belief = 1 mark).

‘They believe that marriage is for life (two correct beliefs = 2 marks) and that marriage should be between one man and one woman (three correct beliefs = 3 marks).’

Part b) questions 

These assess understanding and will usually ask you to explain, for example ‘Explain two reasons why the Trinity is important to Christians.’ There will be 1 mark for each reason and a second mark for developing it. You should spend no more than 5 minutes answering these questions.

Example:

‘Catholic Christians feel that the Trinity helps them understand how God works in the world (1 mark) through the three persons of the Father who creates, the Son who saves from sin, the Spirit who empowers (development: 2 marks). They also believe it helps them understand God’s unity (3 marks). There are three persons but there is only one substance – God, the three in one (development: 4 marks).’

Part c) questions 

These also ask you to explain two reasons, but they require you to refer to a source of wisdom and authority, for example ‘Explain two reasons why Catholic teachings about sexual relationships are important today. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.’ There will be 1 mark for each reason and a second mark for developing it, plus an extra mark for referring to a source of wisdom and authority. You should spend no more than 6 minutes answering these questions.

Example:

Catholic teachings are important because many people today think sex before marriage and cohabitation are alright, but the Catholic Church says they are wrong (1 mark for a reason) because of the teachings on sexual ethics in the Bible such as Saint Paul condemning sexual immorality in 1 Corinthians (2 marks for development). Also the Catechism of the Catholic Church says that `the sexual act must take place exclusively within marriage' and that cohabitation is wrong (+1 mark for reference to a source of wisdom and authority). The teachings are also important because many people nowadays think homosexuality is acceptable, but Catholics believe gay feelings are acceptable, but gay sex is wrong because, in their interpretations, gay sex is condemned in the Bible (4 marks), Saint Paul says in his letter to the Romans that gay sexual acts are `shameful lusts' (5 marks).

Part d) questions 

These questions require you to make a reasoned evaluation of a controversial statement by looking at arguments for and against to decide whether the statement is true. To answer these questions, you should:


	●  Read the bullet points under the statement carefully to see whether you need to refer to two different points of view among Christians (you could refer to Protestants and Catholics), or two different points of view among Catholics, or two different points of view among Jewish people (you could refer to Reform and Orthodox). If the question asks you to refer to non-religious points of view, you should use a Catholic point of view and non-religious points of view


	●  When you have decided how the question wants you to evaluate the statement, you need to analyse the validity of the arguments used by those who would agree with the statement (i.e. explain whether and why each reason is convincing)


	●  Next analyse the validity of the arguments used by people who disagree (i.e. explaining whether and why each reason is convincing)


	●  Most importantly you must then come to a conclusion that your analysis has led you to by making a reasoned judgement about the statement on the basis of what you consider to be the most convincing set of arguments


	●  It is possible that the arguments are evenly balanced because there are good points on each side, in which case you should conclude with something like the following example. ‘The arguments are evenly balanced and the truth of the statement will depend on the beliefs of the person looking at it. Most Catholic Christians would think the statement is correct because they believe in the Magisterium of the Church and so they think that … However, many Protestant Christians would think the statement is incorrect because they believe in the primacy of the Bible and so they think that … ’


	●  Never use bullet points in d) question answers.




Strong arguments are likely to use sources of authority:


	●  Based on what a holy book (Bible, Torah, Tenakh) says


	●  Based on what the official teachings say (Creeds, Catechism, Mishneh, Talmud, Halakhah, Thirteen Principles)


	●  Based on what religious leaders say (Papal Encyclicals, decisions of Church Synods, conferences of bishops etc, advice of rabbis)


	●  Based on scientific evidence


	●  Based on the laws of a country


	●  Based on UN Declaration of Human Rights.




Weak arguments are likely to be:


	●  Based on personal opinion


	●  Based on someone’s interpretation of a religious text


	●  Based on what everybody thinks/popular ideas


	●  Based on a minority view in a religion


	●  Ignorant of religious teachings.




You should spend no more than 12 minutes answering these questions.

Example: ‘Catholics must care for the world.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:


	●  refer to Catholic teachings


	●  reach a justified conclusion.




Most Catholics have strong arguments for thinking this statement is correct because it is what the Magisterium of the Catholic Church teaches, which is the ultimate source of authority for Catholics. The Catechism teaches that Christians should regard the whole of creation as a gift from God to be used by humans in the way in which God intended. God has given humans control of the earth but only as God’s stewards who are responsible for completing the work of creation. The Catechism teaches that Christians have a responsibility to look after God’s creation and pass it on to future generations in a better state than they received it. This is a very strong argument for Catholics caring for the world because the Catechism is the official teaching of the Church, the Magisterium, which all Catholics should follow.

Another strong reason for Catholics to care for the world is because both Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis have said in encyclicals that Catholics have a duty to protect the environment and to reduce the effects of climate change. As Catholics believe that the Pope is the Head of the Church who has been chosen by God to succeed St Peter, their advice should be followed by Catholics. This is clearly a strong argument for Catholics to care for the world because the authority of the Pope is the basis of Catholicism.

Admittedly, there are some Catholics who would argue that it is more important for Catholics to care for God than to care for the world. They would argue that the first of the Ten Commandments is to love God and that a life of contemplation of God, and praying to God, is more important than the material world. The Contemplative Orders of monks and nuns are often enclosed and cut themselves off from the world so as not to be distracted from God. This is a fairly strong argument because Jesus himself said that loving God was the first and greatest commandment.

Jesus also said that the second commandment was to love your neighbour as yourself and so some Catholics might argue that it is more important to care for people than to care for the world as the second command was to love your neighbour. These are strong arguments for Catholics because they were given by Jesus, who Catholics believe was God’s Son and the founder of the Church.

However, these arguments seem to be an interpretation. Surely, caring for the world is the best way to love your neighbour because your neighbour depends on the world being in a good state. It is difficult to love God without loving and caring for the world he has made. Also, if we do not care for the world, life will become much more difficult for humans and so we can only love our neighbour if we care for God’s world, therefore Catholics must care for the world.

The part d) questions for Sections 1 and 3 also have three marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar:


	●  1 mark is awarded for candidates who spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy, use rules of grammar to control meaning and use a limited range of specialist terms


	●  2 marks are awarded for candidates who spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy, use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall and use a good range of specialist terms


	●  3 marks are awarded for candidates who spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy, use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning and use a wide range of specialist terms.




The sample answer above would be awarded 3 marks because spelling, punctuation and grammar are correct, meaning is clear and a wide range of specialist vocabulary (Catechism, stewards, love of neighbour, encyclical, Pope Francis, Pope Benedict, Ten Commandments, contemplation of God, Contemplative Orders) is used appropriately.

Sources of wisdom and authority do not need exact quotes or references to chapter and verse. You can use a wide range of sources, but


	●  Sources of wisdom and authority for Catholic Christianity might include: the Bible, the Creeds, the Catholic Catechism, Papal Encyclicals, other statements by the Pope, pastoral advice from bishops.


	●  Sources of wisdom and authority for Judaism might include: Torah, Tenakh, Mishneh, Talmud, Mitzvot, Thirteen Principles of Faith, Pirke Avot, decisions of Bet Din, advice from great rabbis.




See the specification for all sources of wisdom and authority.

The activities after each topic give you a chance to practise the a) and c) questions with some help. The exam support after each topic gives you ideas for arguments for and against in the d) questions, but you must write your own evaluation and conclusion at the end of your answer.

(Pearson Education accepts no responsibility whatsoever for the accuracy or method of working in the answers given above.)
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