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PRAISE FOR 
BEFORE THE EVER AFTER 

‘[A]n elegiac meditation on loss and longing … Woodson’s evocative language (“the night is so dark, it looks like a black wall”), helps pull us through the foreboding and gives us much to contemplate …’

The New York Times Book Review

‘Woodson again shows herself to be a masterful writer.’

Booklist, starred review

‘ZJ’s story will stay with the audience long after the last page is read. A first choice for all collections. A unique take on sports and fame told from an unexpected perspective, and another incredible read delivered by Woodson.’

School Library Journal, starred review

‘A poignant and achingly beautiful narrative.’

Kirkus Reviews, starred review

‘A beautiful and heart-wrenching story … Eloquent prose poetry creates a moving narrative’

Publishers Weekly, starred reviews

‘The emotional wallop of an offensive tackle.’

Shelf Awareness

‘[R]eaders can feel the sense of love and loss that ZJ is experiencing … Even though that loss is difficult, Woodson reminds readers that life’s challenges are more easily faced with the support of friends and family.’

Horn Book, starred review
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