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Note on the Authors and Editor

CHARLOTTE, PATRICK BRANWELL, EMILY JANE and ANNE, the four surviving BRONTË children, began at a very early age to write intricate narratives of political struggle, heroism, love and betrayal which revolved around the inhabitants of the imaginary kingdoms that they invented: first the Glasstown sagas, and then Charlotte and Branwell’s chronicles of Angria, and Emily and Anne’s Gondal stories. All four made attempts to earn their livings outside the small Yorkshire town of Haworth where they grew up, the girls working as teachers and governesses, Branwell as portrait painter, clerk with the Leeds and Manchester Railway, and as a private tutor. After the failure of their joint Poems by Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell in 1846, the three sisters began to achieve literary notoriety with the publication of their first novels in 1847, Charlotte’s Jane Eyre, Emily’s Wuthering Heights and Anne’s less sensational Agnes Grey. Anne’s second novel, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall (1848), stimulated debate through its frank treatment of a woman forced to hide from her alcoholic husband. The failure of Branwell’s love affair with a married woman and the decline in his once apparently brilliant prospects led to opium and alcohol addiction, and he died in 1848 of consumption. Within eight months, both Emily and Anne had also died, leaving Charlotte to struggle on with the completion of her second novel, Shirley (1849). Her most accomplished work, Villette, was published in 1853. Charlotte married Arthur Bell Nicholls, her father’s curate, but died a few months later, in 1855.

PAMELA NORRIS is a writer and critic who specialises in women’s history and writing. Her publications include The Story of Eve, a history of the biblical Eve in myth, literature and art, an anthology of Victorian women poets, and critical editions of Jane Austen and Thomas Hardy for Everyman. She has also written Words of Love: Passionate Women from Heloise to Sylvia Plath.
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