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David W. Keenan was a (non-political) writer, teacher and local historian (whose ‘great passion in life [was] literature and music, as well as the researching and publishing of the local history of his home town, St Andrews, in Scotland’), who committed suicide by throwing himself from the top of the tower of St Rule in the autumn of 1995.

In the early 1990s he ran a correspondence course that taught magick, tarot and bibliomancy via ethno-poetics and avant-garde literature, which was known as St Rule’s School for Immaculate Fools, or SR|SIF for short. It also had an inner order: Dx(e).

His articles for the St Andrews Oracle were collected in a series of self-published pamphlets in the late 1980s entitled St Andrews Oracle Articles by David W. Keenan as well as A Book of Shadows by David W. Keenan. They can often be found cheap in the little bookshop near the top of Market Street in the town.

Some of his most interesting articles include: ‘Xstabeth Isappearing’, a revisiting of the tale of a ghost said to take the form of a ‘grey lady’ who walked The Scores and plied her trade by the castle; ‘Wilson’s Brewery’, a self-explanatory rags-to-riches success story involving Aitcheson’s (of Edinburgh) pale, export and strong ales; ‘Tobacconists of St Andrews’, a lament for the ‘general trend away from pipe smoking that occurred in the 1960s’; ‘Churches of Old St Andrews’, a lament; ‘The Heyday of Craigtoun Park’, a lament; ‘Octogenarian Golfer Recalls Old St Andrews’, a lament; and ‘The Dutch Village’, sadly, a lament.

He self-published one novel in his lifetime, 1992’s Xstabeth, reissued here and updated with commentary, newly discovered, by students of SR|SIF, alongside assorted addenda.
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