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The King

BY ALON SHULMAN

Carl Cox, the Three Deck Wizard, is a living legend. Instrumental in the birth of the dance music scene and club culture, he continues to be at the forefront of the global dance music industry. He has music pumping through his veins and exudes an almost superhuman electrical energy wherever he goes. His whole mission is about spreading the joy that he gets from music to all of us. Once you’ve been to a Carl Cox gig and been initiated there’s no going back. You’re hooked.

For those of us lucky enough to work alongside Carl, be it on stage, in the studio or at the track, it is clear why he generates so much admiration from his peers. His determination to succeed and to be the very best he can be is what drives him forward, but everything he does involves a deep consideration for the industry that he has helped to shape and that he loves so much. Hugely respected by artists and fans alike, Coxy never seems to slow down, continuing to push himself to greater heights.

Few have been able to match the dedication and passion that Carl brings to his performances. His attitude, enthusiasm and passion, coupled with his incredible feeling for music, is what makes him so special. The almost magical aura that surrounds him is what makes him the DJ’s DJ. His technical mastery and musical selection puts him on a pedestal. But it is the way he openly shares his heart and soul with us that makes him unique. He really is the absolute greatest at what he does, and we love him for it. All hail the King!

Alon Shulman,

London 2021

‘Nobody in dance music works harder than Carl Cox. He’s always pushing himself to achieve more and more and that’s what propelled him to global superstardom. His command of the dancefloor is next level.’

Paul Oakenfold

‘Carl simply claims the stage by just being himself: a no-nonsense, uplifting spirit that lights up every room. Out of all the DJs out there he has always been the one I look up to.’

Ferry Corsten

‘Carl Cox is the King of Clubs and also the King of Streams. He’s a very dear friend and a mentor who for over thirty years has never ceased to inspire me. There are not enough words to describe this living legend. I love him to bits.’

Nicole Moudaber

‘After meeting Carl on so many occasions he still makes you feel comfortable every single time and is genuinely interested in what people are doing and what they have to say. He has been a top professional now for over thirty years and is still an inspiration to many, including myself. He is the ultimate role model that every young DJ should aspire to be. What else can you say? There will never be another Carl …’

Adam Beyer

‘Carl is like the gold standard of DJing. For the twenty-five years or so I’ve watched him DJ he has never faltered in his passion for quality music, dedication to his art and endless work ethic. He has led the way and achieved everything there is to achieve all while remaining truly humble. I didn’t know Carl thirty-plus years ago when he was starting out but I imagine it’s the same Carl you would meet today. He’s the legend of legends.’

Jamie Jones

‘Carl Cox wrote the script of what it means to be a DJ. He’s led the dance for decades and created a global underground movement that became the blueprint for the festivals and tours that followed for us all. His innate sense of what makes people connect to music is a gift. But this isn’t just a story of what he achieved, it’s how. Carl’s passion, determination and imagination are just as legendary as his talent and the joie de vivre he brings to the party. It’s a tale about being relentless against the odds, with a vision and a purpose. His story should inspire the next generation of DJs, party people and music makers and remind us of what we can create when we come together.’

David Guetta

‘Carl always had something special about him. He had that X factor. The memory that sticks out was when we were at a rave in Milton Keynes and all the lads were playing – Bryan Gee, Carl, Jumping Jack Frost, Grooverider and me. There I was sitting down with Carl listening to Grooverider. Groove was killing it. Carl turned round to me and said, “I’m going to start playing techno, that’s it for me.” We were all playing hardcore/jungle in the early days. I nudged him and said, “Why, are you crazy?” “I don’t know one track Groove has played, I’m just not getting the tunes, I’m gonna try something else,” he replied. It was a brave move. One that I thought would be hard to pull off. The rest is history. No need to explain what happened next. Carl is the DJs’ DJ. He has the passion, skill and energy. I’m not surprised at all that he became one of the greatest of all time. On top of everything he is such a warm and gentle person and deserves every bit of success that has come his way.’

Fabio

‘Carl has always been my favourite. He is the complete DJ, also the DJs’ DJ. Records come to life when he plays them, rooms come to life when he rocks them. His enthusiasm is infectious, his commitment complete.’

Norman Cook aka Fatboy Slim

‘From the early days of rave, Sterns in Worthing, the Astoria, Club UK, the End, to him playing for us at our Shake It warehouse parties and me for him at Space Ibiza, we have had a million magic moments together. Carl is one of the warmest, most generous, most charismatic people I have ever met. He is at the very top of his game and always has been. His talent, drive, energy and enthusiasm are next level. He is one of the most inspiring, positive, gifted DJs I have ever heard, and someone I regard as a legend, a mentor and a really special friend for life.’

Matthew Benjamin aka Bushwacka

‘Carl Cox is one of the most genuine people I know. From the start, many years ago, he always greeted me with the warmest smile. You can feel he’s a kind soul who just breathes music. He is an example to all of us and a great source of inspiration. Carl is a true legend.’

Charlotte de Witte

‘Carl is a true inspiration to me as a DJ but more importantly as a man. He’s my favourite DJ on the planet and has been since I first watched him play in 1995. He’s always been the number one and will be until he hangs up his headphones, which I hope is a long way off. Long live Carl Cox.’

Eats Everything

‘I first heard Carl DJ when I was eighteen years old in a club in Streatham called Ziggy’s. He was easily the most gifted DJ I’d heard from that era and was also inspiring to me as a young black youth. Who would have known many years later I’d be sharing many a stage with him. I don’t think there are many people who have actually inspired me in music and DJing like Carl. I can categorically say if there wasn’t a Carl Cox there would have never been a Grooverider, and to this day I don’t think he realises the influence he has had on me and so many others. People use the term legend far too easily for my liking but Carl is legend personified. Thank you, Carl.’

Grooverider

‘The first time I ever heard a tune that I’d made played out in a club was January 1991 in Busby’s – Astoria 2 – in London. Me and the boys were having a night out, I suddenly heard “Everybody in the Place” being mixed in and I was buzzing, so I made my way through the crowd to the DJ and it was Carl playing it. I shook his hand and bounced off. That was a big moment for me as I had been to many raves in ’89 and ’90, standing in the crowd listening to him play, and him playing our tune gave it a stamp of authority from the underground. Almost exactly the same thing happened when we were having another night out in London in 1996. I heard the “Firestarter” instrumental bang out the system, I made my way over to the decks and it was Carl. Tunes being played on nights out partying always create those special memories that we never forget – I know Carl was responsible for a lot of mine. Carl has always supported the Prodigy from the start and I have nothing but love and the highest respect for him, not only for his mixing ability (three turntables ol skool, i was there!), tune-making ability, passion and energy, but also for being a top geezer. No sell-out!’

Liam Howlett, the Prodigy 

‘Having Carl as a friend is a great privilege for me. Carl is an amazing human being and his presence in my life makes everything better, in both artistic and personal ways. I owe him a lot for all the tips and advice he gave me throughout the years. He helped me to grow and improve myself in so many ways. I’m truly honoured to be able to call him a close friend of mine. I will thank him forever for everything he has done and is still doing for me.’

Joseph Capriati

‘No matter how big he’s become as a DJ he has remained true to his original pioneering underground spirit. Carl is not like most underground DJs. He can play anything to anyone anywhere and make something special happen.’

Laurent Garnier

‘From the moment I first heard Carl as a teenager at Checkpoint Charlie in Reading in the 1990s he has been a huge inspiration and influence to me. I am hugely grateful for the support he has given me as an artist and the belief he has shown in what I do. His diversity as a DJ shows his undying love for music and his natural ability as a live artist is a testament to how extraordinarily talented he is. Absolute legend!’

Saytek 

‘Carl Cox is a timeless master DJ with a seemingly endless passion for music and DJing. I first became aware of Carl back in 1991, when he released “I Want You”, which quickly became my favourite track of that era. A few years later Carl released the F.A.C.T. album, which remains one of my favourite albums of all time. Carl’s influence on the world of electronic dance music, as a DJ, producer and businessman, cannot be overstated. He has blazed a trail for so many of us. His love for performing and genuine enthusiasm for his craft shines through on his smiling face and inspires joy in everyone around him.’

Tiësto

‘Not a lot of people know this, but when I was an underage DJ and playing in a wine bar in Sutton called Christie’s, it was Carl Cox who used to take over for the final thirty minutes to give me time to get home and get up for school the next day. Carl has probably forgotten this, however I haven’t, and I’ve followed his incredible career ever since. Carl is one of the few true pioneers of UK club culture internationally. He has opened the door to so many DJs and inspired so many, including me. I have been honoured to be invited to play with him in Ibiza over the years. He is a great teacher.’

Gilles Peterson

‘Carl is the master when it comes to commandeering a dancefloor. I have so much respect for that guy.’

DeadMau5

‘Carl’s name is synonymous with dance and club culture. He is a founding father, icon and legend, who remains as committed, joyful and passionate today as when I met him running sound systems in the 1980s. This book will further stamp his legacy in the history books and no doubt provide inspiration for future generations.’ 

Pete Tong MBE 

‘Already in the 1990s when I was a hip-hop kid I heard of Carl Cox. I met him years later, in 2003, in Ibiza on the legendary Circoloco Space Terrace. From that day Carl and I are friends. We became a tag team at Space Closing for almost four years, and it was a team play that I enjoyed the most. Proper old-school vinyl competition: Carl would play a record and I’d try to find something equally good, better, weirder. You play this? Ah, OK! Wait until you hear this one! Carl Cox is the daddy of all electronic music. His love, knowledge and passion are contagious, and he motivates us all, shows us that even a daddy can kick your ass and stay on top in times of social media and short attention span of many people. Everybody loves Carl, and I am happy that I can call him family.’

Loco Dice

‘Carl is the most open-minded DJ. Musically he is a trendsetter and doesn’t follow in anyone’s footsteps. His passion extends to the people around him – he always wants his friends and fellow DJs to get the best out of every situation. He’d have us all staying at the villa in Ibiza so by the time we came to the club we were part of his family and could focus on the music. He always thinks of the night as a whole rather than just focuses on his set like so many of the big artists. You couldn’t ask for a better friend. I was in Australia on tour and met up with Carl and told him I wanted to see a kangaroo. No problem, he says. He drove me out to where there would be wild kangaroos and waited for an hour until one came along. Always thinking of others, that’s Carl for you – big heart, big sound and big smile.’

Monika Kruse

‘An event with Carl Cox is a guaranteed roadblock and his consistency behind the decks means he turns up every time and smashes it with his unmatched stage presence and positivity that just spreads through the crowd, whipping them into a frenzy night after night. He’s a joy to watch and a joy to be around.’

John Digweed

‘I’ve known Carl Cox for many years and we’ve experienced many great events together. Carl’s a great DJ, one of the best in history. He knows how to connect with the crowd. He’s a great person with a great personality and is a bunch of fun.’

Kevin Saunderson

‘I first met Carl back in 1987 when he was supplying a sound system for an Essex warehouse party. I couldn’t have imagined that we’d go on to be on the same line-ups at parties and festivals all over the world. He’s a great a friend, a true gent and a huge inspiration to everyone. He’s a true master of his craft and a wonderful human being. I love him for it.’

Darren Emerson

‘Working closely with Carl in the studio over the years has taught me a lot about being decisive, positive and creative, as he embraces new technology and ideas enthusiastically. As a producer, Carl is open and intuitive and his ear for tuning, EQ and timing is spot on. He never stops searching for the perfect beat. He has an irrepressible attitude of positivity at all times. Once he gave me a simple piece of advice when going out live: “Enjoy yourself and smile a lot.” This sums him up as an artist and as a friend – whenever he walks on stage, the crowd just lifts because of his big smile, his generosity and all enveloping warmth.’

Christopher Coe

‘The thing I admire most in Carl, besides his love for music, beyond any reasonable doubt, is his versatility. It’s captivating … especially when you can draw from all languages or musical styles and you choose to create your own. Then you know that you really are great, but that’s what it means to be Carl Cox.’

Deborah De Luca

‘I remember walking behind Carl going into an outside daytime rave in Scotland in the early 1990s. For some reason we were walking past a huge line-up of ravers trying to get into the party and suddenly people spotted Carl. Events were not so organised back then, and everyone started cheering and chanting “COXY COXY COXY!” I had never witnessed the “superstar” DJ phenomenon at that point – actually it didn’t really exist still at that point – but there it was in front of me. The roar of the crowd was thundering, people loved him, and Carl took it just like he would today, in his stride, smiling, waving and high-fiving his fans as he walked by. Carl’s love of music and his fans and his humility paved the way for his success, and is something that all aspiring DJs can learn from.’

Richie Hawtin

‘Carl’s always been such an inspiration to me, from the early rave days being the original three deck master, to watching him totally smash down Space Ibiza time after time, to seeing him play a drum and bass set on tour in Australia and then DJ all night to all the touring crew, just for the fun of it. His talent, energy and passion for making people dance is untouchable. I’ve been lucky enough to be invited to play with Carl, including in Ibiza, for which I’m eternally grateful. Feeling the vibe and anticipation as he stepped into the booth was something to behold … truly special. His Cabin Fever sets just show the pure passion and dedication of the man to his music and his craft. No stone has been left unturned, a testament to his vibe that good music is good music, no matter what the style. To say this man loves his music is an understatement. I love this guy, and it’s always an absolute pleasure to bump into him around the world for a catch-up and to get his advice. Plus, I get to see him smash it up again and again!’

Andy C

‘The legend that is Carl Cox – a super-talented DJ with mad technical skills. Always humble, he’s a beautiful human being who’s loved and respected worldwide. Carl’s love and passion for music always shines through. I have some lovely fun memories of Carl from back in the day and whenever I see him there’s always a warm hug. He’s a class act who’s brought joy to dancefloors for years and continues to do so. Big love.’

Nancy Noise
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