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TIMELINE OF EVENTS

Many of the dates in this timeline are best approximations / disputed. The aim is to give a sense of the chronology rather than precision.



	AD 30–33

	Crucifixion of Christ




	

	Christianity begins to spread in the Middle East




	70

	Fall of Jerusalem to Roman Emperor Titus




	285

	Roman Empire splits into Eastern (Byzantine) and Western Empires




	312

	Byzantine Emperor Constantine converts to Christianity




	614

	Conquest of Jerusalem by Sassanian Persians




	

	Beginning of Christian Holy War for Jerusalem




	

	Reconquest of Jerusalem by Byzantine Emperor Heraclius




	638

	Arab Caliphate conquers Jerusalem




	1071

	Seljuk Turks capture Jerusalem from Fatimid Caliphate




	1081

	Alexios Komnenos becomes Byzantine Emperor




	1096

	The First Crusade begins




	1098

	Baldwin of Boulogne becomes Lord of Edessa




	

	Capture of Antioch by Crusaders




	

	Bohemond of Taranto becomes Prince of Antioch




	1099

	Crusaders capture Jerusalem




	

	Godfrey de Bouillon declared Defender of the Holy Sepulchre




	1100

	Death of Godfrey, succession by Baldwin I as first King of Jerusalem




	

	Baldwin of Bourcq becomes Lord of Edessa, marries Morphia of Melitene




	

	Capture of Bohemond I of Antioch by Danishmend Turks




	

	Tancred invested as regent of Antioch




	1103–1105

	Siege of Tripoli by Raymond of Toulouse




	1104

	Conquest of Acre by Baldwin I




	

	Battle of Harran, Baldwin of Edessa and Joscelin of Courtenay captured by Seljuk Turks




	1105

	Birth of Melisende, daughter of Baldwin I and Morphia




	1108

	Baldwin of Edessa released




	~1109

	Birth of Alice, sister of Melisende




	1109

	Tripoli captured by Franks




	~1110

	Birth of Hodierna, sister of Melisende




	1112

	Death of Tancred




	

	Pons of Tripoli marries Lady Cecile of France




	1113

	Baldwin I marries Adelaide del Vasto of Sicily




	1113–1115

	Baldwin of Edessa conquers eastern Cilicia




	1118

	Death of Baldwin I, succession by Baldwin of Edessa as Baldwin II, King of Jerusalem, crowned jointly with Morphia




	1119

	Death of Roger of Salerno at the Battle of the Field of Blood




	

	Regency of Baldwin II begins at Antioch




	1120

	Birth of Yvette, sister of Melisende




	1123

	Baldwin II imprisoned by Balak




	1124

	Crusaders capture Tyre




	

	Baldwin II released




	1126

	Alice marries Bohemond II of Antioch




	~1127

	Death of Morphia




	1128

	Birth of Constance of Antioch, daughter of Alice




	1129

	Melisende marries Fulk




	1130

	Birth of Baldwin III, son of Melisende and Fulk




	1130

	Death of Bohemond II




	

	First rebellion of Alice of Antioch




	1131

	Death of Baldwin II, succession by Melisende, Fulk and the child Baldwin III




	1131

	Second rebellion of Alice of Antioch




	~1133

	Hodierna marries Raymond II of Tripoli (exact date not known)




	1134

	Hugh of Jaffa revolts against Fulk, is defeated and sentenced to exile




	

	Death of Hugh




	1136

	Birth of Amalric I, brother of Baldwin III




	

	Third rebellion of Alice of Antioch, and her final defeat




	

	Raymond of Poitiers marries Constance of Antioch




	1137

	Death of Pons of Tripoli




	~1139

	Melisende founds the Convent of Bethany




	1143

	Death of Fulk, succession by 13-year-old Baldwin III and Melisende as regent




	1144

	Edessa captured by Zengi




	1145

	Melisende refuses to step down as regent when Baldwin III comes of age




	

	Pope Eugenius III calls for Second Crusade




	1146

	Death of Zengi




	

	Nur ad-Din inherits Edessa




	1147

	Second Crusade launched




	1148

	Louis VII and Eleanor of Aquitaine arrive in Antioch, fail to seize Damascus from Mu’in ad-Din




	1149

	Raymond of Antioch killed at the Battle of Inab




	1152

	Baldwin III defeats Melisende in a civil war




	

	Marriage of Eleanor of Aquitaine and Louis VII annulled




	

	Eleanor marries Henry Plantagenet




	1153

	Constance of Antioch marries Reynald de Châtillon




	1154

	Nur ad-Din takes control of Damascus from Mujir ad-Din and marries Ismat ad-Din Khatoun




	1157

	Amalric I marries Agnes of Courtenay




	1158

	Baldwin III marries Theodora Komnene, niece of Emperor Manuel Komnenos




	~1160

	Birth of Sibylla, daughter of Amalric I and Agnes (sometime between 1157 and 1160)




	1161

	Birth of Baldwin IV, brother of Sibylla




	

	Maria of Antioch marries Manuel Komnenos




	

	Death of Melisende




	

	Death of Zumurrud of Damascus at Medina




	1163

	Death of Baldwin III, succession by his brother Amalric I, who divorces Agnes in order to become king




	1164

	Nur ad-Din attacks Harim, defeats the Christian army and captures Raymond III of Tripoli, Bohemond III of Antioch, Joscelin III of Edessa and Reynald de Châtillon




	1165

	Bohemond III released




	1167

	Amalric I marries Maria Komnene, great-niece of Manuel Komnenos




	

	Theodora Komnene elopes with Andronikos Komnenos




	1169

	Saladin becomes vizier in Egypt




	

	Birth of Alexios II Komnenos, son of Maria of Antioch and Manuel Komnenos




	1170

	Truce between Franks and Muslims




	1172

	Birth of Isabella, daughter of Maria Komnene and Amalric I




	1174

	Death of Amalric I, succession by Baldwin IV




	

	Death of Nur ad-Din




	

	Saladin takes control of Damascus and marries Nur ad-Din’s widow, Ismat ad-Din Khatoun




	1176

	Defeat of the Byzantines by the Seljuk Turks at the Battle of Myriocephalum




	

	Sibylla marries William ‘Longsword’ of Montferrat




	1177

	Death of William of Montferrat




	

	Birth of Baldwin V, son of Sibylla and William of Montferrat




	

	Baldwin IV victorious over Saladin at the Battle of Montisgard




	

	Balian of Ibelin marries Maria Komnene




	1179

	Saladin defeats Christian forces at the battles of Marj Ayyoun and Jacob’s Ford




	1180

	Sibylla marries Guy de Lusignan




	

	Death of Manuel Komnenos, succession by Alexios II




	

	Maria of Antioch rules with her lover, Alexios Protosebastos, on behalf of her son




	1182

	Baldwin IV names Guy de Lusignan regent




	

	Maria of Antioch executed




	1183

	Isabella marries Humphrey of Toron




	

	Siege of Kerak




	

	Saladin takes Aleppo




	

	Baldwin IV attempts to depose Guy de Lusignan from the regency




	

	Baldwin V is crowned co-king




	1185

	Saladin agrees to truce with Jerusalem




	

	Baldwin IV dies, succeeded by Baldwin V




	~1186

	Agnes dies (sometime between early months of 1184 and late summer 1186)




	

	Baldwin V dies




	

	Sibylla crowned queen




	

	Death of Ismat ad-Din Khatoun




	1187

	War erupts as a five-year truce is broken




	

	Saladin defeats main crusader army at the Battle of Hattin, imprisons Guy de Lusignan and executes Reynald de Châtillon




	

	Jerusalem falls to Saladinʼs armies




	

	Pope calls for Third Crusade




	1188

	Guy de Lusignan released from captivity




	1190

	Death of Sibylla and daughters at Siege of Acre




	1205

	Death of Isabella





AUTHOR’S NOTE

This is a book about women and power. It is about the power noblewomen in the Outremer struggled for, the forces that limited their power and the power male writers and historians have wielded over their legacies. It tells the stories of an extraordinary dynasty of women-rulers, examining the challenges and triumphs of their lives.

The unique instability and near constant state of crisis in Outremer created an environment in which noble-born women could be propelled to prominence and wield real power. Aristocratic women in Jerusalem, Antioch, Tripoli and Edessa represented a major force in the politics of the medieval Middle East. Despite this, more often than not women of their status in this period have been regarded by historians as little more than transmitters of lands and broodmares for the next generation of kings. They have been remembered as the wives, mothers, daughters and sisters of powerful men, not as autonomous individuals and active leaders with their own political agency. In recent years, great progress has been made to redress this, but these efforts have for the most part been confined to academic works. The aim of this book is to redress this and bring the Queens of Jerusalem, Princesses of Antioch and Countesses of Tripoli and Edessa out of the shadows and into the public eye.

It is not the job of the historian, nor even the feminist historian, to make heroines out of every female figure maligned or dismissed by history. Rather, it is to present the relevant evidence and analysis to give readers the best possible understanding of who that person was and how they functioned within the social, political and religious framework of their society. This book will weigh up evidence and source material where necessary to illustrate something unclear, and present readers with excerpts from source material, inviting them to draw their own conclusions on controversial topics and to test the validity of medieval gossip. It is intended as a work of narrative-driven biography, rather than an academic analysis of female political agency or historiography.

The writing of it has taken me from the reading rooms of the British, Bodleian and Mazarine libraries, across Europe and the Middle East. Much of it was written from the Old City of Jerusalem and various hotel rooms, cafes and draughty ruins in Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and France. The opportunity to travel in this way and to stand where these remarkable women once stood, to tread the stones they once trod and to look out on the landscapes that they themselves once looked upon, has been a profound joy.
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PREFACE

… the coast that has so long sounded with the world’s debate …

Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1776–1789)
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The walls of Acre, beside the Mediterranean Sea

At its easternmost reaches, the clear waters of the Mediterranean Sea lap against crumbling walls of bright stone: the lingering monuments of a forgotten kingdom. These ruined walls are all that is left of once proud fortresses that have guarded the coastline and craggy hilltops from southern Turkey to northern Egypt for nearly a millennium. The land the water touches here, the land on which these citadels are built, is holy. It is the most coveted region in global history, fought over by the three great Abrahamic religions that each view it as their spiritual centre: Christianity, Islam and Judaism. Sprawling across the Palestinian Territories, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and Syria, rich in nothing but belief and residing under a gruelling summer sun, this land has been the object of bloody warfare down the centuries from antiquity to the modern day. With its protean borders and mercurial rulers, this region has captured the imaginations of generations around the world.

The focal point of this conflict lies inland, some forty miles from the Mediterranean’s waters. The magnet at the centre of all these centuries’ endeavour, the jewel these coastal castles and ports were built to serve, is the holy city of Jerusalem. A living, breathing city in the middle of modern Israel. Today the streets of the Old City stand much as they did in medieval times. The air is thick with the scent of spices, and the unmistakable smell of frying vegetables. The clamour of vendors vying for customers and haggling over trinkets mingles with the incoherent ringing of many competing sets of bells and Arabic calls to prayer. The throng of pilgrims and travellers is much the same as it would have been a thousand years ago. Spiritual tourists have always clogged the arteries of this city, but are its life-blood nonetheless. Christians, Jews and Muslims of every denomination jostle, pressing towards their separate holy places, which all lie within the same square mile.

The layout of the streets and the landmarks is not much changed either from medieval times, and a medieval pilgrim would not find much difficulty in navigating their way today from the Jaffa Gate to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The streets of the souks that wind around the holy places still have the same arched crusader shop fronts, and sell traditional merchandise like leather handicrafts, herbs and religious symbols. These antique streets ring with prayer and the bustle of trade as they did a thousand years ago. Soldiers too loiter here much as they would have in medieval times, a constant reminder of the region’s instability. The knights with long swords have been replaced by Israeli teenagers with automatic machine guns, enjoying pomegranate juice and texting.

The architecture of the city has stood witness to its centuries of history, and stands as testament to the many regimes that have risen and fallen within the walls of the Holy City. The arches of the crusader period and the stone walls with their diagonal tooling rub shoulders with Mamluk and Ottoman designs. Crosses, domes and minarets jumble the skyline. When the sun goes down in the Old City, its rays glint on the golden domes of Christian churches before giving way to the pale-green glow of the minarets that illuminate the night sky.

In the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the holiest site of Christianity and the site of Christ’s earthly tomb, columns and plinths from the time of Constantine stand beside medieval and modern additions. In the Armenian chapel, garish modern murals conceal crusader vaulted ceilings, supported by Byzantine and Romanesque capitals with basket-weave and acanthus-leaf designs. The walls that descend to the chapel of the Finding of the Cross are engraved with thousands of rough crosses, the marks made by individual crusaders and pilgrims to mark the completion of their quest.

Here, in what feels like the bowels of the great church, is a rock-cut chapel: the place where Helena, mother of the Emperor Constantine, claimed to have found the True Cross. It was here that she ordered the great church to be built. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre was founded by a woman. This chapel is one of the quietest, most overlooked parts of the church, but it was the culmination of the medieval pilgrimage route. It is cavernous, plain and mostly unadorned, with traces of twelfth-century frescoes permeating the walls. There is no statue of Jesus here, nor Constantine, nor any of the great men later associated with the building, just a serene statue of a queenly woman leaning on a cross above a humble altar, flickering in the light of many votive candles.

Today the key of the Holy Sepulchre is held by a Muslim family, neutral guardians, to quell the bickering of the different denominations of Christians. The key has been passed down, father to son, for generations, and every day at 4 a.m. Adeep Joudeh makes a journey through the shuttered, silent streets and delivers the key that unlocks the door. It is large, iron and arrow-shaped.

This city, with its dispute-riddled streets, and the other lands that surround it have always been the subject of bitter conflict. In generations past this land was referred to by Europeans as ‘the Orient’ or ‘the Levant’. The French still refer to the Moyen-Orient, a literal translation of Middle East, which is the term now preferred in Anglophone countries. The terms ‘Levant’ and ‘Orient’ both have their roots in imagery of the rising sun. If one traces their respective etymologies back to Latin and French, they mean ‘to dawn’ or ‘to rise’: these are Western words for Eastern lands. They are shrouded in mystery and conjure images of men and women in ancient times squinting into the fresh, bright light breaking over the horizon and imagining a world beyond: lands bathed in sunlight, awash in reds and golds, and always out of reach. In Arabic, a similar term is used: Mashriq, which derives from the word sharaqa, which likewise means ‘to rise’ or ‘to shine’.

Despite their current vogue, the terms ‘Middle East’ and even ‘Near East’ are too broad for the region examined in this book, which is narrower. The stories in this work were played out on the sliver of coastline that runs from southern Turkey to northern Egypt, which before it was called the Middle East, and even before it was called the Levant, was known to Europeans by another name: Outremer.

The name Outremer has nothing to do with the rising sun, but likewise conveys the perceived unreachability and distance of the land in the minds of those that made the word. It comes from French and translates literally as ‘over-sea’, or ‘the lands beyond the sea’. It defines the land by its otherness and exoticism, and in relation to the journey that was made by thousands upon thousands of medieval men and women over land and sea from Western Europe to the Holy Land.

For thousands of years followers of Christianity, Islam and Judaism alike have made pilgrimages to Jerusalem. Pilgrimages are still being made by the faithful today. In the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth centur­ies, however, the Christian pilgrimages to Outremer took on a different colour: they became armed, they became organised, and they were rallied by the Pope himself. In 1095, Urban II made a rousing speech at a council of both clergy and the secular elite of France in the town of Clermont. His words electrified his audience as he called upon those assembled to abandon their homes and take up weapons en masse to journey east, to Outremer, to liberate the holy places from infidels. With this speech, the traditional notion of peaceful Christian pilgrimage was overtaken by a thirst for the military ventures that would become known centuries later as ‘the crusades’.

To the consternation of many, the First Crusade was met with considerable success. On 15 July 1099, after gruelling years of war and marching across Europe and Anatolia, the crusaders took Jerusalem. The result of this success was that, for nearly two hundred years, Western Europeans occupied Outremer. They created Christian states there, built the fortresses that still dominate the landscape today and, for eighty-eight years, held Jerusalem itself as a Christian capital.

The deeds of men in Outremer in this period are a hyperactive field of study, yet the study of the deeds of the women is comparatively dormant. Women played a key role in both the crusades themselves and the governance of the Kingdom of Jerusalem. When armies marched east from Europe, women marched with them. Men who could afford to often brought their families, and poorer women also travelled with the army. These women prepared meals, washed clothes, nursed the wounded, collected firewood and were the lovers of the soldiers. On rare occasions they even sallied onto the battlefield either to bring water to the men or to fight themselves. In the established territories of Outremer noblewomen organised the logistics of sieges and negotiated with the enemy, and women of the lower classes toiled with the men to undermine fortifications. They endured unimaginable hardships, died alongside the men and also fell victim to rape, imprisonment and slavery. Thousands of European women found themselves traded in the slave markets of Aleppo and Damascus during the twelfth century. When the male rulers of Outremer overplayed their hands and found themselves rotting in enemy dungeons, they were ransomed by their wives.

Despite these clearly documented roles, the vast majority of crusades historians, both medieval and modern, have neglected the roles of women in their histories. This book intends to go some way towards fixing this imbalance by shedding some light on the deeds of women in positions of authority in Outremer: specifically, the dynasty of formid­able women rulers founded by Morphia of Melitene, the first crowned Queen of Jerusalem. Her daughters and granddaughters reigned as Queens of Jerusalem, Princesses of Antioch, Countesses of Tripoli, and held many other positions as well. They represent some of the most daring, devious and devoted women that history has ever seen. The source material available on these women is sparse in comparison to what we have regarding their husbands and fathers, but enough survives to construct vivid portraits of these remarkable queens and princesses.

The most famous woman considered in this book was neither a Queen of Jerusalem nor a Princess of Antioch, but rather Queen of France and later of England: Eleanor of Aquitaine. She has a place in this book as the first European queen to undertake a crusade, and for the strange rumours that circulated about her relationship with the Prince of Antioch. Eleanor has perhaps received more than her fair share of fame in comparison to her counterparts in Outremer. This is not to undermine her impact or importance, but rather to contextualise it with the knowledge that there were many other women rulers in the East raising hell for their male relatives and adversaries. Perhaps there was something in the water at Antioch that put fire in the blood, but Eleanor was hardly breaking with tradition when her rebellious nature came into its own within the walls of that storied city. On her journey to Outremer, Eleanor had encountered formidable role models in rule breaking. In Jerusalem she was received by the daunting figure of Queen Melisende, first Queen Regnant of Jerusalem and one of the most powerful women of the age. This meeting with a woman who so excellently embodied female ambition and leadership doubtless influenced Eleanor’s later career.

The history of Outremer seems at first glance to be overwhelmingly male, full of masculine rage, zealotry and bloodlust. This, perhaps, is true; but the wrath and wit of women also played their part in shaping the destiny of this region. It is time for this region and this period to be viewed through a female lens. This book explores the lives of the ruling women of Outremer from the year 1099 to Saladin’s conquest of Jerusalem in 1187.
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" The location of the Royal Palace moved three times within the period 1104-1187.
From 1104 until c.1130 it was housed in the Temple Mount, in what became the
headquarters of the Knights Templar, and is now th Al-Agsa Mosque. It then
moved to a temporary location next to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, before
a new purpose-built palace was erected beside the citadel.






