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Praise for The Weekend

A Book of the Year for
The Times, Observer, Independent and Good Housekeeping

‘Pitched somewhere between Margaret Atwood’s The Robber Bride and TV’s The Golden Girls, this bittersweet comedy about friendship and ageing is shadowed with mortality, but ripples with wit, insight and vitality’

The Times, Books of the Year

‘It was refreshing to encounter a novel that so profoundly sympathises with women on the forbidding cusp of being classified as “elderly”. Wood ably conveys that older women didn’t used to be old, and that the experience of ageing is universally bewildering’

Lionel Shriver, Observer, Books of the Year

‘Old female characters don’t often get to occupy centre stage in modern fiction, but Australian author Charlotte Wood’s three 70-something protagonists in The Weekend are exquisitely drawn . . . As well as being a shrewd dissection of grief, regret and the realities of bodily decay, The Weekend triumphantly brings to life the honest, inner lives of three interesting women’

Independent, Books of the Year

‘This big-hearted, insightful read tackles friendship, ambition, ageing and death, with the lightest of touches. A fantastic new writer (to me), and I’ll now be reading her earlier novels’

Good Housekeeping, Books of the Year

‘A rare pleasure . . . Warm and wise . . .This unsentimental gaze is typical of Wood’s quietly radical tragicomedy. I was shocked by how unusual it felt to spend 275 pages exclusively in the company of older women’

Claire Lowdon, Sunday Times

‘Acerbic brilliance . . . It is so great I am struggling to find the words to do it justice . . . Wood is an agonisingly gifted writer, so great at capturing micro-emotions, the complexity of friendship, love, mother–child tension, all done with breezy readability. At times it’s funny, thought-provoking, very moving. I care so much about the characters. I am now going to read all her other books!’

Marian Keyes

‘A glorious, forthright tale of female friendship . . . The temptation to reduce ageing to a condition experienced en masse rather than by individuals is a trap that snares only lesser writers. The better ones have avoided it – writers such as Nora Ephron and Penelope Lively, and, most recently, Elizabeth Strout. Joining their ranks is Australian Charlotte Wood, whose novel The Weekend conceives of old age as a state of mutiny rather than stasis, a period of constant striving against the world, but also against oneself . . . Masterful . . . What gives this novel its glorious, refreshing, forthright spine is that each of its protagonists is still adamantly (often disastrously) alive, and still less afraid of death than irrelevance’

Sara Collins, Guardian

‘This wise, funny novel will help you understand yourself – and it may scare the s*** out of anyone brave enough to confront the truths within its masterful pages’

Independent

‘An authentic, sometimes funny, occasionally brutally well-observed study of female society and friendship . . . As with the novels of Elizabeth Strout or Anne Tyler, these are characters not written to please, but to feel true’

The Times

‘Wood is to be praised for taking female friendship seriously and for being caustically honest – there’s not a sentimental line in this beautifully insightful book’

Observer

‘It’s hard to imagine a more perfect study of female friendship than this unflinching look at the intricate mesh of fondnesses, micro-tensions and resentments that bind the women but may, eventually, tear them apart. Wood is unforgiving in her portrayal of the women yet they are so well drawn, so alive on the page, it is impossible not to feel a kinship and intimacy with each of them . . .The denouement is so magnificent, so heart-rending, that there is no doubt Wood is a writer of an exceptional calibre’

Daily Express

‘Sharply observed and smartly paced . . . Smuggled into its tender but clear-eyed portrait of long-term friendship is a troubling and comfortless picture of old age as a loss of dignity that hits the sexes unequally’

Daily Mail

‘A darkly funny, truthful novel about three septuagenarians . . . There is endless pleasure to be found in the candour and compassion Wood brings to bear on femininity and female friendship’

Metro

‘Questions of love, ageing and ambition are examined through the prism of a long friendship in this intimate, unsentimental novel about three Aussie Boomers now in their 70s’

Mail on Sunday

‘Big Chill, with a dash of Big Little Lies and an echo of Atwood’s The Robber Bride . . . Wood has captured the zeitgeist again, with a mature ease that entertains even as it nudges our prejudices’

Guardian

‘I’m not looking forward to much this locked-down summer but The Weekend is definitely an exception. The premise seems the perfect vehicle for Wood’s unsparing observation, great gift for storytelling and total lack of sentimentality’

Eimear McBride, Times Literary Supplement

‘Wood has several surprises up her sleeve; her characters have loved often, lived large and taken plenty of risks, which makes for quick, Liane Moriarty-esque reading. She also has an eye for the little moments that link us, sometimes past the point of reason, to people whose histories we share’

New York Times

‘What I found really radical about this book is that it shows the let-downs of old age . . . But they are almost secondary to the petty issues that we always think are the preserve of younger women. And it feels really radical because you do not read that about people in old age’

Pandora Sykes and Dolly Alderton on The High Low podcast

‘A lovely, lively, intelligent, funny book . . . So good on ageing and on the fraught, warm friendships between women’

Tessa Hadley

‘A perfect, funny, insightful, novel about women, friendship, and ageing. I loved it’

Nina Stibbe

‘Mercilessly funny, cruel, empathetic, REAL dissection of three women in their 70s’

Viv Groskop

‘Compassionate, funny and chock-full of painfully acute observations of compromise, friendship ageing and marriage (in all its forms), The Weekend is one of those deceptively compact novels that continues to open doors in your mind long after the last page’

Patrick Gale

‘Friendship, ambition, love, sexual politics and death: it’s all here in one sharp, funny, heartbreaking and gorgeously written package. I loved it’

Paula Hawkins

‘An unflinchingly observed celebration of the profundity and mundanity of friendship, treated with elegance, wit, and tenderness’

Kiran Millwood Hargrave

‘An authentic, sometimes funny, occasionally brutally well-observed study of female society and friendship . . . As with the novels of Elizabeth Strout or Anne Tyler, these are characters not written to please, but to feel true’

Sunday Times

‘Wood’s brand of social observation, honed in family drama Animal People and dystopian pre-#MeToo tale The Natural Way of Things, is in evidence here – spare and unrelenting. But it also allows us to acknowledge exactly why we tolerate such tensions: it means we are there with, and for, each other’

Vogue

‘Wood captures the push and pull of friendship with her intriguing, complex characters – and it’s refreshing to see well-drawn older women take centre stage’

Daily Express, Books of the Year

‘The Weekend positively hums with life even as these three women are approaching the end of theirs. The book is exquisitely wrenching and poignant when dealing with female friendship and old age, yet it still manages to be funny and very real. I loved it’

Claire Fuller

‘A witty, poignant portrait of female friendship’

Irish Independent

‘This richly textured novel is about so many things that it’s hard to do justice to all of them. But there’s something even deeper going on, something about existence itself. One of the underlying themes of this novel is the precarious nature of womanhood even in first-world societies: what seems to be social or financial or emotional security often turns out to be largely illusory. Wood’s technique in this novel is masterly’

Sydney Morning Herald

‘I plan to read this insightful, poignant and fiercely honest novel about female friendship and female ageing a second time, then seek out every other book its marvellous author has written’

Sigrid Nunez




Charlotte Wood is the author of seven novels and three books of non-fiction. Her novel Stone Yard Devotional was shortlisted for the 2024 Booker Prize. Earlier novels include The Natural Way of Things, which won the 2016 Stella Prize and was joint winner of the Prime Minister's Literary Award for Fiction, and The Weekend, which was an international bestseller. Her features and essays have appeared in the New York Times, Guardian, Literary Hub and Sydney Morning Herald, among others. Charlotte lives in Sydney with her husband.
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For Sean,and my friends





Dreams and beasts are two keys by which we are to find out the secrets of our own nature.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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