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Praise for For the Relief of Unbearable Urges

‘Every so often there’s a new voice that entirely revitalises the short story. It happened with Richard Ford, and with Denis Johnson, and with Thom Jones. It’s happening again with Nathan Englander, whose precise, funny, heart-breaking, well-controlled but never contrived stories open a window on a fascinating landscape we might never have known was there. It’s the best story collection I’ve read in ages’

Anne Beattie

‘Moving from America to Europe to Jerusalem, these stories are wry, full of pathos and sometimes beautifully lyrical language. Veering between the self-deprecating humour of Woody Allen and the heart-breaking stories of Primo Levi, Englander opens a window from the inside on a world many of us are familiar with . . . His tales chime with wisdom and irreverence’

Glasgow Herald

‘This is a remarkable collection for a newcomer still in his twenties to produce’

New Statesman

‘His grasp of pace and structure, his balancing of dialogue with description, lyricism with understatement, are exact’

Literary Review

‘I had never heard of Nathan Englander before I read his first collection of fiction. It is unlikely I shall ever forget him. The book is a stunner, a literary arrival that has already evoked parallels to the early stories of Roth and Salinger, the fanciful but plangent tales of I. B. Singer . . . Englander is not a comic writer, not a fatalistic one, not a purely Jewish writer. His style transcends genre, though his voice is clear and even’

Boston Book Review

‘One of the classiest, most assured, impressive debuts I’ve come across in ten years of reviewing books’

Miami Herald

‘Extraordinary, insightful writing. Englander’s voice is a fresh, awe-inspiring voice that speaks with a timeless understanding that life’s tragic joke is on all of us’

San Francisco Chronicle

‘These stories have the sly wit and impenetrable wisdom of an elder of the tribe. The stories, Talmudic in their simplicity, invite interpretation, then repel simple meaning . . . All the stories seem simple and profound at once. They offer multiple meanings, each tempting in it’s own witty way. Englander has been compared to Isaac Bashevis Singer, and the comparison is just’

Boston Globe

‘His characters are remarkably sympathetic creations — deeply pious Jews whose lives are disrupted by unbearable urges towards conjugal satisfaction, vanity, reconciliation, even piety itself. What is most striking about the collection is not the subject matter but Englander’s genius for telling a tale’

Time Out (New York)
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‘Powerful and engaging ‘Full of humour and
... shot through with a tinged with cruelty and
dark humour, which frustration, Nathan

makes it all the Englander’s story is

more moving’ entertaining and involving’





OPS/images/titlepage.jpg
For the Relief of
Unbearable Urges

Nathan Englander

WEIDENFELD & NICOLSON





