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Praise for the Captain Alatriste series

‘Arturo Pérez-Reverte[’s] Alatriste books have sold more than five million copies worldwide’

Sunday Telegraph

‘A thinking man’s adventure novel, where sword fights and tales of derring-do are interwoven with wonderful passages of poetry and gems of historical and cultural information’

The Times

‘Pérez-Reverte is very good at evoking the atmosphere of a teeming, corrupt and jaded Madrid, unhappily enduring the reign of Philip the Fourth in the last decades of Spain’s imperial glory. He is superb at the precisely choreographed sword fights’

Daily Telegraph

‘Equipped with a quick-witted, charismatic hero and much to provoke and goad him, Mr Pérez-Reverte has the makings of a flamboyantly entertaining series. Captain Alatriste ends with a wicked flourish, an evil laugh and a strong likelihood that the best is yet to come’

New York Times

‘From the 19th century on, readers searching for adventure have always loved tales of flashing steel, of duels to the death on moonlit parapets, of swash-bucklers with ironic smiles and perfect manners … Arturo Pérez-Reverte now adds Captain Alatriste’

Washington Post

‘Splendidly paced and filled with a breathtaking but not overwhelming sense of the history and spirit of the age, this is popular entertainment at its best: the characters have weight and depth, the dialogue illuminates the action as it furthers the story and the film-worthy plot is believable throughout’

Publishers Weekly

‘Pérez-ReverLe’s moody, wounded semi-hero … is a whole-cloth invention out of 17th-century Madrid that has led to a 21st-century literary phenomenon … introduces a charismatic, complicated leading man … the clash and dash are thrilling; the swordplay is a bonus’

Entertainment Weekly

‘Purity of Blood is the latest in a line of utterly unputdownable novels by Arturo Pérez-Reverte in which he has finessed a storytelling tradition stretching back to his great literary predecessors … This latest book is brimming with all the panache of previous novels by the writer and with even more confidence … this is glorious stuff, the kind of book to remind us how exhilarating old-fashioned adventure writing can be’

Daily Express

‘Captivating … This is fiction that can be enjoyed on several levels: as a poignant evocation of doomed imperial splendour; as a clever literary game in which historical and invented figures rub shoulders; as a parable about racism past and present; or as a simple tale of swashbuckling derring-do’

Sunday Times

‘Intelligent, exciting historical swashbucklers … With writing rich in the minutiae of 17th-century Madrid life and interspersed with poetry, the author is clearly having a ball and the reader can join with him’

Waterstone’s Books Quarterly

‘Rich in historical detail and sardonic observations’

Publishers Weekly

‘The plot moves quickly … Pérez-Reverte is … engaged with the theme of religious fanaticism, providing vivid depictions of the Inquisition and its public theatre of auto-da-fe’

Times Literary Supplement

‘The book is full of vivid scenes bringing to life 17th-century Spain’

Sunday Telegraph

‘A worthy successor to Zorro and Scaramouche … he is knowledgeable and convincing in his evocation of those earlier, darker times … His novels are fine examples of historical writing for a mass audience, and that is his most important achievement’

Herald


For Jean Schalekamp damned heretic, interpreter and friend


THE SUN OVER BREDA

ARTURO PÉREZ-REVERTE

[image: image]


Contents

Praise for the Captain Alatriste series

Dedication

Title Page

Epigraph

1. Surprise Attack

2. The Dutch Winter

3. The Mutiny

4. Two Veterans

5. The Loyal Infantry

6. Attack Without Quarter

7. The Siege

8. Attack by Night

9. The Colonel and the Banner

Epilogue

Editor’s Note

A Selection from A Poetry Bouquet

About the Author

Also by Arturo Pérez-Reverte

More on W&N

Copyright


A troop of soldiers marches by:

strong, bearded, weapons shouldered,

following their captain’s lead.

Spanish captain, who knew Flanders,

Mexico, Italy, and the Andes,

Of what exploits are left to dream?

C.S. del Río

La esfera
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