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‘Arturo Pérez-Reverte, whose Alatriste books have sold more than three million copies worldwide’

Sunday Telegraph

‘Purity of Blood is the latest in a line of utterly unputdownable novels by Arturo Pérez-Reverte in which he has finessed a storytelling tradition stretching back to his great literary predecessors … This latest book is brimming with all the panache of previous novels by the writer and with even more confidence … this is glorious stuff, the kind of book to remind us how exhilarating old-fashioned adventure writing can be’

Daily Express

‘Captivating … This is fiction that can be enjoyed on several levels: as a poignant evocation of doomed imperial splendour; as a clever literary game in which historical and invented figures rub shoulders; as a parable about racism past and present; or as a simple tale of swashbuckling derring-do’

Sunday Times

‘Intelligent, exciting historical swashbucklers … With writing rich in the minutiae of 17th-century Madrid life and interspersed with poetry, the author is clearly having a ball and the reader can join with him’

Water stone’s Books Quarterly

‘Rich in historical detail and sardonic observations’

Publishers Weekly

‘The plot moves quickly … Pérez-Reverte is … engaged with the theme of religious fanaticism, providing vivid depictions of the Inquisition and its public theatre of auto-de-fe’

Michael Saler, TLS

‘The book is full of vivid scenes bringing to life 17th-century Spain’

Sunday Telegraph

‘A worthy successor to Zorro and Scaramouche … he is knowledgeable and convincing in his evocation of those earlier, darker times … His novels are fine examples of historical writing for a mass audience, and that is his most important achievement’

Herald


For Carlota, for whom there is no choice
but to fight….


PURITY OF BLOOD

ARTURO PÉREZ-REVERTE

Translated from the Spanish by Margaret Sayers Peden
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Glory and honor blazoned on the quarters
of the escutcheon, hidalgos, poets, priests,
fabulous Americas, ladies-in-waiting,

galleys that apprehend the infidel,
gibbets by the roadside, adventures,
and swords flashing on every corner.

Tomás Borrás
Castilla
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