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‘A thinking man’s adventure novel, where sword fights and tales of derring-do are interwoven with wonderful passages of poetry and gems of historical and cultural information’

Guy Florita, The Times

‘Our hero is an ex-soldier [who] has a certain fatalistic melancholy, as well as a voracious reading habit. Wolfish grey eyes, battle scars, a warrior’s code of honour and irreproachable gallantry complete the outfit … Pérez-Reverte is a huge admirer of Alexandre Dumas; here, like his hero, he has produced a very high-class entertainment’

Steven Poole, Guardian

‘Pérez-Reverte is very good at evoking the atmosphere of a teeming, corrupt and jaded Madrid, unhappily enduring the reign of Philip the Fourth in the last decades of Spain’s imperial glory. He is superb at the precisely choreographed sword fights’

Toby Clements, Daily Telegraph

‘Arturo Pérez-Reverte has streamlined his prose to rapier point and strikes home with a dark and moving work. This is as gripping as any swashbuckler, with Spain’s Golden Age tellingly resurrected, but it is a more sobering tale of honour, responsibility and political machination. Captain Alatriste’s powerful personality fairly radiates from the page. Highly recommended’

Library Journal

‘A pleasure of swash, buckle and atmosphere, along with tidy infomercials on topics such as the poetry, theater and the traditions of the day’

Kirkus Reviews

‘Equipped with a quick-witted, charismatic hero and much to provoke and goad him, Mr Pérez-Reverte has the makings of a flamboyantly entertaining series. Captain Alatriste ends with a wicked flourish, an evil laugh and a strong likelihood that the best is yet to come’

New York Times

‘From the 19th century on, readers searching for adventure have always loved tales of flashing steel, of duels to the death on moonlit parapets, of swashbucklers with ironic smiles and perfect manners … Arturo Pérez-Reverte now adds Captain Alatriste’

Washington Post

‘Splendidly paced and filled with a breathtaking but not overwhelming sense of the history and spirit of the age, this is popular entertainment at its best: the characters have weight and depth, the dialogue illuminates the action as it furthers the story and the film-worthy plot is believable throughout’

Publishers Weekly

‘Pérez-Reverte’s moody, wounded semi-hero … is a whole-cloth invention out of 17th-century Madrid that has led to a 21st-century literary phenomenon … introduces a charismatic, complicated leading man … the clash and dash are thrilling; the swordplay is a bonus’

Entertainment Weekly

‘From first word to last, this novel, sure to be a hit, fairly drips adventure off the page’

Booklist
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Was once a captain
The story goes
Who led men in battle
Though in death’s throes
Oh, señores! What an apt man
was that brave captain!

E. MARQUINA
The Sun Has Set in Flanders
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