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Praise for I Must Belong Somewhere

‘[Dean’s] grandfather, Heinz Schapira, was a Jewish refugee from the Nazis, sent away as a teenager with his brother just before the outbreak of the Second World War. And Heinz’s father, David, had himself been a refugee from Ukraine in the previous war . . . Their stories are extraordinary . . . An admirably humane and curious book’

Steven Poole, Guardian

‘An extraordinary family tale of survival and perseverance over two generations. Jonathan Dean’s remarkable family saga would make the producers of Who Do You Think You Are? weak at the knees . . . His great-grandfather David, Dean recounts, was blinded by Italian mortar shrapnel in 1917 and, before being shipped off to a concentration camp, suffered the agony of having to say goodbye to his sons at Vienna’s railway station. No less harrowing are the stories of war and leaking vessels on the Mediterranean told by today’s refugees whom Dean encounters along the way’

Tarquin Hall, Sunday Times

‘A mix of family history, travel memoir and meditation on today’s political climate. David [Dean’s great-grandfather] fought in the First World War, fled anti-Semitism in Ukraine and moved to Vienna, where he became a lawyer. After Nazi Germany annexed Austria in 1938, David and his wife Tina sent their teenage sons Heinz and Rudi to England through the Kindertransport network . . . Dean’s writing is winning. He explores complex subjects accessibly, and his book is all the more powerful for it’

Max Liu, i Newspaper

‘Against the shocking news stories of the last couple of years, Jonathan Dean’s very human take on the journey of a refugee has fresh resonance. Examining the lives caught in the crossfire as Europe twice fragmented in world war makes this a must read now’

Emily Phillips, Grazia

‘Compelling’ Who Do You Thing You Are Magazine
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To family past, present and future
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List of Illustrations

David and Tina, Vienna

Rudi and Heinz, Vienna, 1931

Family portrait, 1931

Heinz, David and Rudi, 1935

Heinz and David at home, 1938

Heinz’s school report, 1938

Heinz, Vienna 1938

Tina and David in the flat at 14 Hohlweggasse, 1938

Heinz (fourth from right) at the Jewish school he was moved to, the Zwi-Perez-Chajes Schule, 1939

Heinz’s passport

Visa for his journey to London

30 July 1939: Heinz, friend, plus dog, on their last Sunday in Vienna

Rudi and Heinz, London, September 1939. Captioned by Heinz: ‘Can I smell war?’

Sunday afternoons in Richmond, February 1940

Heinz receives a note from the Red Cross

One of Heinz’s highly critical film grids. See pages 193–7 for his analysis of The Great Dictator and The Thief of Baghdad

Heinz, Mary, David and Tina in Orpington, 1947

Windlesham, 1981. Left to right: Helene, Heinz, David, Mum, me, Aunty Fiona, my sister Claire

Then . . . Heinz and David outside 14 Hohlweggasse, September 1978

Now . . . Ezra and me, May 2016
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