
  [image: cover]


  

  
  

  

  

  

  


  Japanese Society

 

  

  Chie Nakane

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  [image: ]





  

  

  

  


  Contents

  

  

  

  

  
  Cover

  
  Title page

  
  Preface


  Chapter One: Criteria of Group Formation


  1 Attribute and frame


  2 Emotional participation and one-to-one relationships


  Chapter Two: The Internal Structure of the Group


  1 The development of ranking


  2 The fundamental structure of vertical organization


  3 Qualification of the leader and interpersonal relations in the group


  4 The undifferentiated rôle of the group member


  Chapter Three: The Overall Structure of the Society


  Chapter Four: Characteristics and Value Orientation of Japanese Man


  1 From school to employment


  2 The web of comradeship


  3 Localism and tangibility


  Concluding Remarks


  Notes


  About the Author


  Copyright





  

  

  

  


  Preface

 

  

  

  

  This short work presents a configuration of the important elements to be found in contemporary Japanese social life, and attempts to shed new light on Japanese society. I deal
  with my own society as a social anthropologist using some of the methods which I am accustomed to applying in examining any other society. However, its form is not that of a scientific thesis (as
  may be seen at once from the absence of a bibliography; I have also refrained from quoting any statistical figures or precise data directly obtained from field surveys).


  In this book I have tried to construct a structural image of Japanese society, synthesizing the major distinguishing features to be found in Japanese life. I have drawn evidence almost at random
  from a number of different types of community to be found in Japan today – industrial enterprises, government organizations, educational institutions, intellectual groups, religious
  communities, political parties, village communities, individual households and so on. Throughout my investigation of groups in such varied fields, I have concentrated my analysis on individual
  behaviour and interpersonal relations which provide the base of both the group organization and the structural tendencies dominating in the development of a group.


  It may appear to some that my statements in this book are in some respects exaggerated or over-generalized; such critics might raise objections based on the observations that they themselves
  happen to have made. Others might object that my examples are not backed by precise or detailed data. Certainly this book does not cover the entire range of social phenomena in Japanese life, nor
  does it pretend to offer accurate data relevant to a particular community. This is not a description of Japanese society or culture or the Japanese people, nor an explanation of limited phenomena
  such as the urbanization or modernization of Japan. Rather, it is my intention that this book will offer a key (a source of intelligence and insight) to an understanding of Japanese society, and
  those features which are specific to it and which distinguish it from other complex societies. I have used wide-ranging suggestive evidence as material to illustrate the crucial aspects of Japanese
  life, for the understanding of the structural core of Japanese society rather as an artist uses his colours. I had a distinct advantage in handling these colours, for they are colours in which I
  was born and among which I grew up; I know their delicate shades and effects. In handling these colours, I did not employ any known sociological method and theory. Instead, I have used anything
  available which seemed to be effective in bringing out the core of the subject matter. This is an approach which might be closer to that of the social anthropologist than to that of the
  conventional sociologist.


  The theoretical basis of the present work was originally established in my earlier study, Kinship and Economic Organization in Rural Japan (Athlone Press, London, 1967). This developed
  out of my own field work, including detailed monographs by others, in villages in Japan and, as soon as that research was completed, I was greatly tempted to test further, in modern society, the
  ideas which had emerged from my examination of a rather traditional rural society. In my view, the traditional social structure of a complex society, such as Japan, China or India, seems to persist
  and endure in spite of great modern changes. Hence, a further and wider exploration of my ideas, as attempted in this book, was called for in order to strengthen the theoretical basis of my earlier
  study.


  Some of the distinguishing aspects of Japanese society which I treat in this book are not exactly new to Japanese and western observers and may be familiar from discussions in previous writings
  on Japan. However, my interpretations are different and the way in which I synthesize these aspects is new. Most of the sociological studies of contemporary Japan have been
  concerned primarily with its changing aspects, pointing to the ‘traditional’ and ‘modern’ elements as representing different or opposing qualities. The hey-day of this kind
  of approach came during the American occupation and in the immediately subsequent years, when it was the standpoint adopted by both Japanese and American social scientists. The tendency towards
  such an approach is still prevalent; it is their thesis that any phenomena which seem peculiar to Japan, not having been found in western society, can be labelled as ‘feudal’ or
  ‘pre-modern’ elements, and are to be regarded as contradictory or obstructive to modernization. Underneath such views, it seems that there lurks a kind of correlative and syllogistic
  view of social evolution: when it is completely modernized Japanese society will or should become the same as that of the west. The proponents of such views are interested either in uprooting
  feudal elements or in discovering and noting modern elements which are comparable to those of the west. The fabric of Japanese society has thus been made to appear to be torn into pieces of two
  kinds. But in fact it remains as one well-integrated entity. In my view, the ‘traditional’ is one aspect (not element) of the same social body which also has ‘modern’
  features. I am more interested in the truly basic components and their potentiality in the society – in other words, in social persistence.


  The persistence of social structure can be seen clearly in the modes of personal social relation which determine the probable variability of group organization in changing circumstances. This
  persistence reveals the basic value orientation inherent in society, and is the driving force of the development of society. Social tenacity is dependent largely on the degree of integration and
  the time span of the history of a society. In Japan, India, China and elsewhere, rich and well-integrated economic and social development occurred during the pre-modern period, comparable to the
  ‘post-feudal’ era in European history, and helped create a unique institutionalization of social ideals. Values that crystallized into definite form during the course of pre-modern
  history are deeply rooted and aid or hinder, as the case may be, the process of modernization. To explore these values in terms of their effects on social structure appears to me to be a
  fascinating subject for the social sciences. In this light, I think Japan presents a rich field for the development of a theory of social structure.


  I approach this issue through a structural analysis, not a cultural or historical explanation. The working of what I call the vertical principle in Japanese society is the theme of this
  book. In my view, the most characteristic feature of Japanese social organization arises from the single bond in social relationships: an individual or a group has always one single distinctive
  relation to the other. The working of this kind of relationship meets the unique structure of Japanese society as a whole, which contrasts to that of caste or class societies. Thus Japanese values
  are manifested. Some of my Japanese readers might feel repelled in the face of some parts of my discussion; where I expose certain Japanese weaknesses they might even feel considerable distaste. I
  do this, however, not because of a hypercritical view of the Japanese or Japanese life but because I intend to be as objective as possible in this analysis of the society to which I belong. I
  myself take these weaknesses for granted as elements which constitute part of the entire body which also has its great strengths.


  Finally, I wish to express my profound thanks to Professor Ernest Gellner, whose very stimulating and detailed comments as editor helped me a great deal in completing the final version of the
  manuscript. I am greatly indebted to Professor Geoffrey Bownas, who kindly undertook the difficult task of correcting my English. I was fascinated by the way he found it possible to make my
  manuscript so much more readable without altering even a minor point in the flow of my discussion.


  C.N.
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