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The Character of Cats

‘The first part of this book seeks to explain cats’ behaviour and our consequent fascination with them, and does so convincingly … Budiansky’s book goes a long way towards explaining why Blofeld stroking a Chihuahua would be rather less sinister’

Scotland on Sunday

‘Felinophiles will find it a delight, and a gold mine of information that’s both fascinating and potentially useful in dealing with the behavioural quirks of one or more unruly moggies’

John Mather, Focus

‘The book is an in-depth analysis of cat behaviour and mental processing, and is an excellent reference source for the cat lover who wants to learn more about how their cat developed’

Your Cat

The Truth About Dogs

‘In this witty, serious, enlightening book, Budiansky cuts through the illusions and replaces them with … firm science’

Ben Rogers, Financial Times

‘A book well worth reading … it explodes many of the myths about the dog and I feel sure would help many people to understand – and enjoy – their dog better’

Dog World

‘Extraordinarily entertaining’

New York Times Book Review



The Cat.

He walked by himself,

and all places were alike to him.

– RUDYARD KIPLING





The Character of Cats

The Origins, Intelligence, Behaviour, and
Stratagems of Felis silvestris catus

Stephen Budiansky
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Plate I. The African wildcat, Felis silvestris lybica group.

From John Anderson, Zoology of Egypt: Mammalia (London: B. Quaritch, 1902).
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Plate II. Cat and kitten in a domestic setting in ancient Egypt, around 1275 B.C. The cat, sitting beneath a chair, sports a collar and a silver earring. This scene is part of an elaborate wall painting from the tomb of Ipuy, a sculptor in the reign of Ramses II.

Egyptian expedition of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rogers Fund, 1930 (30.4.114). Photograph © 1979 The Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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Plate III. A tame cat springs at a pigeon in this Greek vase painting from the sixth century B.C.

© The British Museum.
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Plate IV. Common coat colors in cats: (a) the wild-type striped, or “mackerel,” tabby; (b) non-agouti, or solid color; (c) blotched tabby; (d) sex-linked orange.

Illustration by Enid Kotschnig from Neil Todd, “Cats and Commerce,” Scientific American, November 1977.
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