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In 1994, Henry Roth broke his sixty-year literary silence following his classic novel Call It Sleep with the publication of volume one of Mercy of a Rude Stream, called A Star Shines Over Mt. Morris Park. The second volume in this four-part sequence, A Diving Rock on the Hudson was published in 1995, the third, From Bondage, in 1996 and the fourth, Requiem for Harlem in 1999. The series has received worldwide critical acclaim and has been hailed as ‘unsurpassable’ in the annals of twentieth-century American literature. Henry Roth died, aged 89, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in October 1995.
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EPIGRAPH

In every cry of every Man,

In every Infant’s cry of fear,

In every voice, in every ban,

The mind-forg’d manacles I hear.

—William Blake, “London”
From Songs of Experience
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