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The critics on Henry Roth’s
Mercy of a Rude Stream sequence

‘Our curiosity at Roth’s remarkable reappearance in print should now be replaced by admiration for his continuing and powerful account of a lost world’

TLS

‘An intensely moving and inspiring human achievement’

The Times

‘Roth has once again skilfully re-created the drama of immigrant life in early-twentieth century America’

Sunday Times

‘Utterly absorbing’

Times Literary Supplement

‘Richly evocative of its time and place’

New York Review of Books

‘Dynamic and moving . . . a stirring portrait of a vanished culture . . . a poignant chapter in the life-drama of a unique American writer’

Newsweek

‘Extraordinary . . . Mercy of a Rude Stream does what has rarely been done before; it embraces its brilliant youthful original by casting upon it the calmer contemplative light of old age’

New York Times Book Review

‘At last, a genuine publishing event . . . alive with the hubbub and smells of his New York childhood . . . something brand new, wholly without cliché’

Literary Review






AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

In 1994, Henry Roth broke his sixty-year literary silence following his classic novel Call It Sleep with the publication of volume one of Mercy of a Rude Stream, called A Star Shines Over Mt. Morris Park. The second volume in this four-part sequence, A Diving Rock on the Hudson was published in 1995, the third, From Bondage, in 1996 and the fourth, Requiem for Harlem in 1999. The series has received worldwide critical acclaim and has been hailed as ‘unsurpassable’ in the annals of twentieth-century American literature. Henry Roth died, aged 89, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in October 1995.
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For Roz and Bill Targ,
Paragons of Loyalty





THE FAMILY OF IRA STIGMAN


Ira’s Mother’s Family Tree
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Ira’s Father’s Family Tree
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EPIGRAPH

Without Haste, Without Rest.
Not thine the labour to complete,
And yet thou art not free to cease!
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—The Mishnah,
Abot, 2:16 1
Translated by Rabbi Isidore Myers
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