
[image: Cover]


[image: image]

Get Started in Pig Keeping

Tony York


[image: image]

Contents

Meet the author

Only got five minutes?

Only got ten minutes?

Introduction

1    The starting point

Why keep pigs?

Basic requirements

2    Preparation and knowing the rules

Basic first steps

Can anyone keep a pig?

Pigs and other animals

How much land do you need?

Your first telephone call

Your own herd number

Marking for movement

Movement licences and Movement and Medicine books

Special licence for pet pigs

Waste food rule

‘21-day standstill’ movement rule

Marking for breed registration

Breed societies and clubs

Moving a pig anywhere

3    Before your pig arrives

Fencing

The entrance to your pig area

Pig housing

Water

A little more thought

Digging

4    Can keeping pigs be cost effective?

Your initial outlay

Cost of pigs

Fattening pigs for the freezer

Feeding your ‘pet’ pig

Feeding a breeding sow

5    Getting your first pig

What breed should you start with?

What to look for when buying your first pigs

Rare and traditional breeds

‘Pet’ pigs

Commercial and principally white breeds

6    Feeding your pig

Trough feeding and the ‘20 Minute Rule’

Dairy products and milk

Fruit and vegetables

Feeding procedures

Concentrates, additives, genetically modified grain and growth promoters

‘Never feed your pig’

7    The health of your pig

Worming

Enteritis vaccine

Erysipelas vaccine

Lice

Mange

Hernias

Tail biting

Farrowing fever

Mastitis

Lameness

Staggering

The law and animal health

DEFRA requirements

General advice

What to do if you have a sick pig

If the worst happens

8    Breeding from your own stock

Why do you want to become a breeder?

How should you start?

Where?

When?

Artificial insemination

How?

Preparation

Knowing when

The importance of iron

Castrating male piglets

Cutting teeth

Creep feeding piglets

Hand rearing

Some words of warning

Notification, identification and registration

Gestation calendar

9    Meat for the freezer

How heavy is your pig?

The ideal weight

A pig for sale

Sending your pig to the abattoir

10 Sales and marketing

Base philosophy

Selling your piglets

Advertising

The visit itself

Livestock markets and speciality sales

The Rare Breeds Survival Trust meat scheme

Final thoughts

11 Who’s who in the pig world

The British Pig Association

Wales and Border Counties Pig Breeders’ Association

Breed societies and clubs

Rare Breeds Survival Trust

Glossary

Taking it further


[image: image]

Meet the author

Welcome to Get Started in Pig Keeping!

‘Happiness is pig-shaped’ is a phrase that I have used from the very first moment I started keeping pigs in the 1970s and I can think of no better phrase to use now. Unlike a lot of things that might cause you to think that you are in your own private heaven, you do not have to wait for days, weeks or years for the feeling of complete happiness to engulf you – it is instant. From the very first moment you select your first piglets the smile on your face will be permanent. Small-scale pig keeping is not so much a way of life but much more a way to happiness as the contentment of being a pig keeper engulfs you. Whether you are a lawyer, doctor, nurse, housewife or even a high-powered captain of industry, the world of pig keeping will give you something extra. Pig keeping offers rewards far greater than just quality food for the family or the satisfaction that comes when your first litter of piglets is born. You will quickly find that as you open the entrance to your pig pen the door of your workplace instantly closes behind you.

In the world of pig keeping, one of the most significant changes that has taken place over the last few years is the remarkable increase in the number of people, from all walks of life and socio-economic backgrounds, who are exploring the possibility of keeping a few pigs. Maybe the very fact that you are reading this book means that you may soon be joining this happy throng of people about to experience the benefits of keeping pigs.

Pat yourself on the back if you intend keeping a few pigs for the table as a means of ensuring that you and your family have the benefit of knowing that what you eat has been fed and reared to the standards that you feel happy and content with.

Pat yourself on the back if you are considering keeping one of our rare or traditional breeds for breeding, in order to help ensure that these wonderful breeds do not become extinct.

Pat yourself on the back if you are one of the increasing number of people who realize that there must be more to life than many of the constant pressures associated with modern-day living. Wanting to do something that relieves some of these work pressures and offers a better quality of life is as good a reason for keeping a few pigs as you could want.

Pat yourself on the back if you are one of those many people who realize that a pig, more than almost any other animal, gives more than it takes and you are just keeping a pig for the pure joy of it.

If you fit into any or all of these categories ‘pat yourself on the back’ because, put quite simply, you have made the right decision.

Get Started in Pig Keeping will be your bookcase mentor, providing you with all the information you need to start keeping pigs. With years of keeping pigs myself, and years of experience running ‘One Day Pig Keeping Courses’, I have been able to listen to what must be almost every problem facing a newcomer to pig keeping.

Tony York
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Only got five minutes?

All too often people form the impression that pigs are animals to be feared, kept away from children, are difficult to keep, expensive, not ‘cost effective’ and worst of all that they will need the security of Alcatraz to keep them contained. If you think this then you are wrong. This book dispels these myths and, I hope, makes you realize how much of a pleasure keeping pigs can be. While reading this book you will discover the following:

•  Getting the right pig for you and what you plan to do with your pig is very important. If the pig is right for you, then you will be right for the pig.

•  Provided that you get the right breed of pig, at the right age, from the right breeder and then treat and feed it correctly, you will find that they do not have a bad bone in their body.

•  Pigs are not born nasty – they are made nasty. Look very carefully at the person you buy the pig from and see how their pigs have been kept. Buy from a reputable breeder and avoid buying from markets where you will get no provenance.

•  Pigs kept for the table not only more than pay for themselves but also give you and your family a truly ‘mouth-watering eating experience’.

•  Providing a secure pen, paddock or home for your pig is really very simple. Pigs are intelligent animals and, just like you, will not want to escape or run away if they are fed and cared for correctly. Barbed wire at the bottom of the fencing will stop them burrowing out.

•  The pig is genetically very close to a human so you must learn that many of the problems that some pig keepers come across are the result of ‘bad or poor parenting’. Treat your pig as well as you treat your children and if they are of ‘teenager age’ be just as firm. Pigs are hierarchal and respect both kindness and authority.

If you have never kept any form of livestock before and perhaps have never even kept a domestic pet, then your move into keeping pigs might seem daunting in the extreme. If so, put away any doubts or fears you may have and this book will help you understand the following:

•  The pig is probably the easiest of all the animals to keep and certainly one of the easiest to train in order to make sure it behaves and reacts in the way you want it to.

•  You will soon prefer your pigs to a lot of humans for they will help you in your new role, not hinder you. They will bring out all the good in you and force you to ask the question ‘Why didn’t I do this years ago?’

•  You are only required to be yourself. There is no need for you to have a farming background or be in any way pretentious.

If you are concerned about the commitment, time and effort you might have to put into your new venture then all you need to do is simply understand that by taking the slowly, slowly and step-by-step approach to keeping pigs that is advocated in this book you can do as much or as little as you choose. Pigs are very hardy animals and will happily spend most of their time outside provided they have a warm, dry house to sleep in. You can also choose when you want to keep them if you are rearing to provide food for the table, i.e. just in the summer/only once a year. If you buy weaners to fatten for pork you only have the pigs for 17 weeks so there’s no long-term commitment.

How often or for how long you keep pigs is up to you, your circumstances and your family’s needs. Pig keeping is a world of flexibility with all the advantages that this brings with it, but beware, it can become addictive!
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Only got ten minutes?

Thinking about and even talking about keeping pigs is one thing but actually doing it is another. You need to ‘have at hand’ not just enthusiasm (for although it is a valuable and important quality to possess it will rise and fall with each stumbling step you take!) but you need above all to have guidance and knowledge.

It would be wonderful if all new pig keepers could spend their first year in the company of an experienced pig keeper simply watching, learning, helping and enjoying but that is neither possible nor practical. Instead, you must turn to the written word. Contained in this book is more than 30 years of practical pig keeping experience combined with knowledge gained from over 20 years lecturing and teaching new pig keepers from all parts of the world. No matter where you look or what page you turn to you will find the answers you are looking for:

What do I need to buy before I get my pig? Apart from somewhere for it to sleep in and a feed, trough and water bowl the next most important thing to have by you is a thermometer.

Which is the best breed for me? There are many to choose from and all are different not just in appearance, size and temperament but also in potential profitability.

Why can’t I get quality pork and quality bacon from the same pig at the same age? Quality pork comes at a younger age than quality bacon.

What can I do if my pig appears sick? Take the pig’s temperature and assess the degree of ill health then examine thoroughly and, if necessary, report your findings to your vet.

How much room do I need? Very little room at all, in fact the ‘smallholder’s pig’ used to be kept in a pig sty often only 10 ft by 12 ft with an outside area as a toilet area.

What do I need to do and get organized before I get my first pig? Learn as much as possible about keeping pigs as you can then make sure you have suitable housing, a suitable well-fenced area for keeping pigs in, feeding troughs and water troughs plus a CPH (County Parish Holding) number and a Movement licence.

I am not a vet so will I be able to cope or will it cost me a fortune if my pig is ever sick? Pigs do not get sick very often if you feed them correctly while looking after them in a proper manner. Pigs are easily treated and respond very quickly to treatment if they do become ill and you can often treat them easily. If you are just buying piglets to raise for pork you will only have them to look after for around 17 weeks so there is not a lot of time for them to become ill.

What can I feed my pig? Do not feed meat, meat-related products, gravy or anything that has been in contact with meat or anything else that has come from any kitchen. Feed your pigs specially manufactured pig pellets/nuts prepared by the major food manufacturers – you can get them from your local agricultural merchants – plus fruit, vegetables and bread, etc.

What rules and regulations must I observe? Your pig must be clearly marked (metal tag, tattoo or ‘slap-mark’) for traceability and you must record movement on and off your premises as well as recording any drugs given to your pig.

What should I look for when buying a pig? It is often more important to look at the person you are buying from and how their pigs are kept than anything else. If you intend to show then make sure they meet all the breed standards.

How much do pigs cost? This is an impossible question to answer by giving an ‘across the board’ price. It is best to visit the pigs or piglets, select the ones you want and then ask how much.

Can I kill, butcher and eat my own pig? Legally yes. But it is not advised because it is always better for a licensed abattoir to kill your pig and a professional licensed butcher to prepare your meat. If not then you are prevented by law from selling your meat or giving it to anyone else to eat.

What size pig ark do I need? Many people end up buying an ark that is too big for the pig so always get the smallest ark suitable for what you need. Pigs are very clean animals and will never dirty their bed but if they have an ark that is too big they will turn it into an en-suite!

How many times a day do I need to feed my pig? Always feed at least twice a day (morning and evening) because pigs are basically browsers and it is not good to give them vast amounts of food all at once. You need to see them twice a day to make sure that everything is alright.

Do I need to worm my pigs? Yes. Pigs should be wormed at eight weeks and again every six months.

Do I need to vaccinate my pigs? Vaccinate breeding stock two weeks before farrowing and vaccinate against Erysipelas at eight–nine weeks of age and again 14 days later.

Do pigs get on with other animals? Pigs are very sociable and get on well with dogs, cats, goats, cattle, sheep and, to many people’s surprise, even horses. Although to start with horses are very wary of something they don’t know and also the strange smell, once they have got used to it they are fine together.

Are pigs expensive? Definitely ‘no’. When you take into consideration that you can pay many hundreds of pounds for a pedigree puppy, the same and sometimes more for a pure-bred kitten, thousands of pounds for an ostrich and even more for an alpaca then piglets that barely reach three figures are very cheap.

Where should I go to buy my pigs? Always go to a reputable breeder. All the recognized breeds have a Breed Society and they will give you a list of recognized breeders to contact.

I have young children so is it wise to have pigs? Provided that you are a good ‘parent’ to both the pig and your children then all will be well. If you allow a young child in with a big pig before they have got to know each other you are taking an unnecessary risk. If you allow any of your children, no matter what their ages, to hit your pig, throw stones at it or physically abuse it, the pig is bound to react badly. This aside, pigs and children get on very well indeed with a pig being more trustworthy than a lot of dogs as far as children are concerned. You should always insist, however, that everyone washes their hands after being in with the pigs.

Are pigs noisy? Pigs are only noisy at feed times because it is their way of saying ‘Hurry up I’m hungry’ but the noise dies down as soon as they get their food. However, if you give food (even treats such as apples or bananas, etc.) to your pigs every time you go to see them they will soon become noisy whenever they see someone coming because they think they will be getting food.

Are pigs smelly? Provided you feed them the right things and practice good hygienic husbandry you will not suffer from bad odours or stinking pigs.

Can I put my pet pig on a lead and take it for walks? Yes but you must first get a ‘walking licence’ from your local Animal Health & Welfare Department who will ask you to tell them what your ‘walking route’ will be. If this route goes anywhere near a pig farm or near where other pigs are kept then it is likely to be refused.

How many litters can a pig have a year? Theoretically they could have two and a half litters a year which is the aim of some commercial units but this is just like using a sow as a baby machine and I would never recommend it if you have any feelings for either the mother or her piglets. Weaning at 56 days, and then giving the mother three to six weeks to recover, means that you are realistically looking at two litters a year.

As a small-scale pig keeper who am I responsible to? The main body who will oversee your pig-keeping activities will be your local Animal Health & Welfare Department. They will give you all the help and advice as far as paperwork is concerned, the rules and regulations plus the legal side of pig keeping.
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