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Michael Lloyd is the Principal of Wycliffe Hall in Oxford. He wrote his doctrol thesis on the problem of evil – giving him the infamous name amond his students, Dr Evil. Michael has taught theology at Oxford and Cambridge universities, and airs his views on the GodPodcast.


‘Michael Lloyd is an expert writer who covers many demanding issues in a popular and engaging way. His context is clearly twenty-first-century thinking, as he seeks to address theology from the viewpoint of the “thinking outside the box” Christian … The themes that have been covered so frequently by other authors come alive with a fresh and contemporary feel.’

Dianne Tidball, The Baptist Times

‘This is a marvellous book, because Michael really tackles and finds answers to all the really knotty theological problems.’

Antony Grant, CR

‘Mike tackles the vital areas of the Christian faith with boldness and integrity, never flinching from difficult issues or hesitating to give bold answers … This book could play the part in our generation that C. S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity did when it first came out.’

Rupert Charkham, Holy Trinity Church Cambridge

‘Here is theology you’d be happy discussing with a friend or colleague over a coffee. Free from cringe and jargon, you’re frequently made breathless by the awe and wonder of biblical truth.’

Peter Heslam, EG Magazine

‘Café Theology is the best book since a cup of coffee. In fact, it’s probably better.’

Christianity Magazine
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FOREWORD TO THE FIRST EDITION

For many years, Michael Lloyd has been a regular guest speaker at our annual church teaching holiday, Focus. Following a particularly popular series of theology seminars, which Mike put together for Focus in 1998, we asked him to consider putting those talks into written form. This book is the result, and we are delighted to have the opportunity to publish it.

An enthusiastic and inspiring teacher with an infectious wit and great sense of humour, Mike has an amazing ability to make the mysteries of Christian ‘theology’ accessible and relevant, always thought-provoking, but with a minimum of jargon and a healthy dose of fun!

As a course in theology, it is equally good for personal reading or for study within a pastorate or small group. So whatever your background knowledge or understanding of things theological, if you’d like to know more about theology … then this book is for you! It is great!

The Rt Revd Sandy Millar

Former Honorary Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of London, and vicar of HTB from 1985 to 2005


PREFACE

A fourth edition is, of course, a ridiculous idea. As Oscar Wilde might have said to the publishers, ‘To make one mistake might be regarded as a misfortune: to make the same mistake twice has to be seen as carelessness.’ What he would make of four times, I have no idea. To be fair, this is the first time that Café Theology’s new publisher, Hodder and Stoughton, have made this mistake. Maybe they’ll learn – but hopefully not.

Since the third edition, I have been appointed Principal of Wycliffe Hall, a Church of England theological college in Oxford. Do look us up on www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk, or come and see us on one of our Open Days. I have loved working here with my wonderful colleagues and students. (I don’t expect to sell many copies to them – they have suffered enough.) And I have very much enjoyed getting to know Andy Lyon and the excellent editorial team at Hodder.

In this edition, I have updated some of the information that had become outdated. Thankfully, that doesn’t apply to any information about God. My prayer continues to be that He will use this book to take people deeper into His unchanging goodness and beauty.

Michael Lloyd


INTRODUCTION

A lot of fun was had choosing the title of this book. Because it goes from Creation to New Creation, I wanted to call it From Primeval Soup to Apocalyptic Nuts, but the publishers told me that it would get put in the cookery section of bookshops. One of my students suggested Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About God But Were Too Stupid To Work Out For Yourself, which has a certain charm, but for some reason did not recommend itself to the publishers. (Sorry, James.)

We thought of calling it The Big Picture, because it tries to show how we can fit into the vast sweep of God’s purposes – and thus find meaning. (Then I could have referred to it as My Big Picture Book!)

We toyed with the idea of Mere Theology, because, like C. S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity, it tries to present an understanding of the faith that is common to Christians of all types and stripes. This ecumenical approach is in my blood anyway, having Roman Catholic family members, and having worshipped for a while in a United Church in Canada, having been brought up in an Anglo-Catholic church, and then encountered evangelicalism at university, and having worked in a charismatic church and a theological college in the Anglo-Catholic tradition. I believe passionately that different styles of worship reflect different aspects of the nature of God, and that we can therefore enrich our experience of Him by listening to and worshipping with one another.

That is why I have quoted a lot in this book – partly so that readers find their own tradition represented here and feel at home, partly so that they get to read some of the theological greats in their own words, and partly to demonstrate the complementary richness of the various Christian traditions. To try and safeguard against saying things that grate on the ears of Christians from other parts of the Church, I have asked many friends and colleagues to read through the first draft and comment upon it. I am deeply grateful to Nigel Lloyd, Carina Lloyd, Margaret Atkins, Tom Wright, Lynnae Williams, Martyn Percy, John Bardwell, Bill Scott, James Heard, Ana Pollard, Ayla Lepine, Annie Rey, Ed Carlisle, Dave Bookless, Barbara Mearns and in particular my wonderful editors, Jo Glen and Julia Evans, for the time and trouble they took over the script, and John Jarick for kindly sending me a list of errata. I would also like to thank Jeremy Crossley for encouraging me to give the talks that ended up as this book, and Julia and Peter Harvey for all the (not exclusively edible) support they gave me during the writing of it (not that it was inedible, you understand). I am also most grateful to Spurgeon’s College for food and fellowship during the writing of this book.

In the end, we went for Café Theology. People sometimes fear – I certainly did – that if you take being a Christian too seriously, you will have to give up much of what makes life enjoyable in order to concentrate on ‘spiritual’ things. I used to fear that if I were a consistent Christian, I could no longer justify spending time doing the things I most enjoyed, such as listening to music, going to the theatre, walking in the fells, going to cafés with my friends. I have come to believe that this is profoundly wrong. God made us as multi-dimensional beings, and so life lived in company with Him is going to involve living in more dimensions, not fewer. The ordinary pleasures of life are not left behind – they are taken up and properly directed and properly enjoyed. So what I have tried to offer here is a theology that embraces and revels in the variety and physicality and relationality and creativity of God’s creation – and enjoys it all in conscious and grateful dependence upon and in dialogue with Him.

I hope it will take you deeper into your faith if you have a faith. I hope it will give you some idea of what Christian faith looks like from the inside, if you don’t. And I hope it will help you to a richer and more vibrant enjoyment both of Life and of the Life-Giver. And because so much of that richness in my own life has come from, and been enjoyed with, my family, I dedicate this book with gratitude and love to my brothers and sisters-in-law: Julian and Jean, Nigel and Karen, Tim and Carina.

Michael Lloyd
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