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Hello there, and a very warm welcome to The World Cup Of Everything! Inside these pages you will find the World Cup Of Chocolate, the World Cup Of Crisps, the World Cup Of Animals, the World Cup Of Christmas Films, and much, much more. And who wins? Well, you decide!

Ahead of you are fourteen different World Cup competitions. Each one has been meticulously prepared for you to vote on, and to argue about, with your family and friends. Though whether they will still be ‘family and friends’ after you’ve told them you think Skips are better than Wotsits, and that Blackadder is better than Fawlty Towers, is anybody’s guess. And if I were you I would set aside a whole afternoon for the Jaffa Cakes discussion in the World Cup of Biscuits.

On the cover of this book I say that it is ‘100 per cent interactive, if you have a pencil’, and that’s important. I want this book to be good, old-fashioned, laughing and joking, pen-and-paper fun. Adults, tell the kids to put down their tablets. Kids, tell the adults to put down their tablets. Everyone, don’t tell your grandparents to put down their tablets, that’s vital anti-arthritis medication.

It is a little-known secret of books, that the introduction is the last thing you write. I am writing this now, having literally just finished the book. I am happy to tell you that it’s really terrific, and I think you’re going to love it.

Of course it still has to be edited, so who knows what they’ll chop out? If they don’t include my controversial section about Fiona Bruce being an alien-lizard overlord, for example, or my theory that the Chuckle Brothers were behind the kidnap and disappearance of Shergar, then you’ll know I’ve been censored. 
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Each World Cup has thirty-two competitors, and I have drawn them together in a series of ‘battles’. For every single battle you must follow these complicated steps.


1. Get a pen. 

2. Argue about crisps/biscuits/sharks.

3. Possibly have a drink. 

4. Take a vote. 

5. Fill in the wall chart with the winners of those votes with your pencil.



Everyone gets one vote each on all of the battles in this book. In the case of a tied vote, everyone should write down a score of between one and five, and the option with the highest overall score wins. If there is still a tie, I have suggested all sorts of ways to resolve this in the book, but if I were you I would toss a coin. Maybe even one of those new £1 coins if you want to be sophisticated.

Wall charts are available at the end of each chapter for you to fill in as you play along at home and fight it out with your family and friends. You can also download printable versions from worldcupofeverything.co.uk so you can keep on playing as many times as you like.

Alongside the voting I’m also going to tell you all sorts of interesting things about chocolate bars, sweets, sitcoms, Christmas films, booze, TV shows and much more. 

For example, you will learn the answers to the following questions …


 Who or what is the ‘Nando’ in Nando’s?

 Are Wagon Wheels really smaller than they used to be?

 Which British crisps only became successful after they changed their disastrous original name?

 Who gave away $500m in return for a second-hand VW Beetle?

 What actually is sherbet?

 What sitcom first used the title ‘Only Fools and Horses’?

 What is the connection between ‘Mistletoe and Wine’ and Who Wants to Be a Millionaire??

 What did Prince William do with 1,700 Rich Tea biscuits?


I hope you enjoy the book, it was honestly a treat to write. I know you have many hours of ridiculous, lovely, heartfelt, occasionally drunken, joyous, inconsequential but vitally important arguments ahead of you.

I used to create these World Cups as a child, to pass the long summer holidays. I loved making lists and running competitions. The very first World Cup I ran was the World Cup of Bands 1983, where Culture Club beat Spandau Ballet in the final. I wish I could pretend that I disagreed with the result, but, the truth is, I was the only voter. 

I think that the twelve-year-old me might be a little surprised that I’m still doing the same thing thirty-five years later. But I hope he would be as proud of me as I am of him. I see him now, that quiet little boy with his pen and paper, lost in thought about whether Adam and the Ants were better than the Thompson Twins. This book is dedicated to him with my thanks.
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So you are about to choose the best chocolate bar ever. I hope you are ready for the responsibility? I know that you will have put in the years of training and eating chocolate that are necessary to complete this task. I believe in you.

Now if I were you I would have a box of Celebrations and Miniature Heroes by your side, as well as the largest selection box you can find in Poundland. It surely can’t do any harm to remind yourself what a Twirl tastes like. If you are a child and there is an adult involved in this vote who won’t allow you to eat chocolate, then please call the police immediately.

When I asked the entire British public to decide on the World Cup of Chocolate we received over a million votes and the eventual winner was the, frankly a bit boring, Dairy Milk. What is wrong with people? I mean, I don’t mind a Dairy Milk, but the best ever? I’m sure you will come up with a far more worthy answer. Just make sure it’s not Twix.

Chocolate is, of course, the best thing ever [citation needed]. It was invented, as a drink, by the Aztecs. They believed that the cacao seed was a gift from the god Quetzalcoatl, in much the same way that throughout the 1980s I believed that the Chocolate Orange was a gift from my auntie Jan. Chocolate was popularised in the UK by a series of Quaker families keen to promote a less sinful alternative to alcohol and tobacco. The names of these pioneers still resonate today: the Cadburys, the Rowntrees, the Terrys and the Frys. On the continent, men such as Henri Nestlé and Rodolphe Lindt were experimenting with adding milk to cocoa powder and learning how to mould chocolate into solid bars. It seems extraordinary that the names of these pioneer families still dominate the chocolate world today, although there was never anyone called Jean-Pierre Toblerone or Anna-Maria Kinder Surprise.

In 1847 Fry’s produced the first chocolate bar as we would know it. My bet is that, exactly like today, it had ‘sharing pack’ written on the label but someone ate the whole thing by themselves. And, now, 170 short years later, it is time for you to decide on the greatest chocolate bar of them all.

Before we get down to business I have a few questions and challenges for you. I promise they are not mandatory; you can just go straight to voting on the World Cup if you want. But I have spent quite a lot of time thinking about them so if you see me in the street, at least pretend you filled them in.
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Okay, here’s a challenge for you: guess the best-selling chocolate bars in the UK in 2016. They are all competitors in the World Cup of Chocolate. Give yourself one point if you name something on the list, and three points if you’ve put it in exactly the right position.
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Answers at the back of the book.
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In my opinion these are the five worst chocolate bars available in the UK:


1. TOPIC

2. TWIX

3. BOURNVILLE

4. MILKY WAY

5. DRIFTER



We disagree with you Richard and, after a vote, we have decided that the worst chocolate bar is actually

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

(Please fill in your answer even though you are wrong and Topic is definitely the worst.)
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Naming chocolate bars is actually someone’s job. Can you imagine that? You could sit in an office being paid a six-figure salary for just writing ‘ChockStar? Cara-Mel Gibson? Ooh Ahh Nougat?’ on a whiteboard while people nod.

So, as it is impossible to improve chocolate, except by adding more chocolate, I have chosen instead to come up with better names for some chocolate bars.


1. TOBLERONE – PROFESSOR SCHNITZEL’S CHOCOLATE MOUNTAINS

2. TWIRL – FLAKES IN JACKETS

3. LION – MEERKAT

4. ROLOS – CHOCOLATE POCKETS

5. SNICKERS – MARATHON



Okay, your turn. Your challenge is to come up with a new name for Bounty. Write down your answers secretly, then ask the best reader in your group, or the least drunk, to read them out and vote for the best. Done?

Yes, we did that, and we have decided that the best new name for Bounty is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and this name was invented by _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Also, while we were arguing we also came up with a great new name for _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ which is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Okay, what is the best-named chocolate bar? You are not allowed to choose Professor Schnitzel’s Chocolate Mountains, but here are my top five:


1. CURLY WURLY – Even better in a Glaswegian accent.

2. MALTESERS – We used to call them ‘small geezers’.

3. FLAKE – Does what it says on the tin.

4. DOUBLE DECKER – I don’t eat one for ages, then three turn up at once.

5. FINGER OF FUDGE – No comment.



Again, Richard, you are wrong here. We have agreed, after some argument, that the best-named chocolate bar is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Interestingly ‘Brexit’ would be a perfect name for a chocolate bar. I’m guessing it would have two fingers and it would be up to you what you do with them.

[image: Image Missing]

Some of our most famous chocolate-bar brands were introduced much longer ago than you might imagine. Here’s a timeline of some of our favourites. I really know I’m a geek but I find this list fascinating. If you want to build some jeopardy into the proceedings, then one of you can take charge of the list and play a quiz called You’ll Never Guess When Crunchies Were Invented!


 1866 FRY’S CHOCOLATE CREAM

 1905 DAIRY MILK

 1908 BOURNVILLE

 1908 TOBLERONE

 1914 FRY’S TURKISH DELIGHT

 1920 FLAKE

 1923 MILKY WAY

 1926 FRUIT & NUT

 1928 REESE’S PEANUT BUTTER CUPS

 1929 CRUNCHIE

 1930 SNICKERS

 1932 MARS

 1935 KITKAT

 1935 AERO

 1936 MALTESERS

 1937 SMARTIES

 1937 ROLOS

 1941 M&M’S

 1948 FUDGE

 1951 BOUNTY

 1958 PICNIC

 1960 GALAXY

 1963 CREME EGG

 1967 TWIX

 1970 CURLY WURLY

 1976 DOUBLE DECKER

 1976 YORKIE

 1976 STARBAR

 1980 DRIFTER

 1981 WISPA

 1984 TWIRL

 1985 BOOST



Makes you wonder what on earth the chocolate industry has been up to for the last thirty years.

* * *

OKAY, HERE WE GO: it’s time for the World Cup of Chocolate. Don’t forget, everyone votes for their favourite in each of these pairings to find the winners. Using your pen, write down the scores, then fill in each of the winners on your wallchart and begin the slow, chocolatey fight to the death. In case of a tie, either argue for a further twenty minutes or simply toss a chocolate coin.

[image: Image Missing] MINSTRELS vs  TWIX

Interesting match-up to kick us off. Already controversial to have chocolate sweets alongside traditional bars, but as you’ll see in the World Cup of Sweets later on, I feel like this is where the likes of Minstrels, Maltesers, Smarties, M&M’S and Rolos belong. To be honest I’m more concerned about the Twix, which to my mind has such a thin layering of chocolate that it’s barely a chocolate bar at all and is, dare I say it, actually a biscuit. No one agrees with me though, so here it is. My vote would go to Minstrels, but my vote doesn’t count. Which will you choose?

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 1 ON THE CHART

[image: Image Missing] DAIRY MILK vs BOUNTY

So Dairy Milk was the winner of the official Twitter World Cup of Chocolate in 2017. It is the oldest bar on the list and was originally going to be called ‘Highland Milk’ before the daughter of an early Cadbury’s customer suggested ‘Dairy Milk’. Dairy Milk famously stipulates that ‘a glass and a half’ of milk goes into each bar, without ever telling you how big those glasses are, therefore rendering the information meaningless.

The Bounty is sort of unique among chocolate bars, in that it has been around for over sixty years, yet no one else has bothered putting coconut in chocolate since. We’ve recently had endless brands of coconut water, coconut oil, coconut milk, but coconut chocolate only really exists in the form of a Bounty. Which I suspect means it’s not very popular. Surely a win for Dairy Milk here?

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 2 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] SMARTIES vs FRUIT & NUT

The big argument about Smarties was always whether the different colours actually tasted different. Well, up until 1958 there was a dark-brown Smartie (should the singular of Smarties be ‘Smartie’ or ‘Smarty’? I’ve never had to think about that before) which contained dark chocolate, and a light-brown Smartie (‘Smartie’ just looks wrong) which was coffee flavoured. The orange Smarty (wait ‘Smarty’ looks wrong too) used to be made with orange chocolate, but now only has orange flavouring in the shell. All the other ones, including the blue ones introduced in 1988, taste identical, so it turns out that Ian Graham from my school was lying after all.

Fruit & Nut is no longer just called ‘Fruit & Nut’. Since 2003 it has officially been called Dairy Milk Fruit & Nut, which is awful, but at least it’s better than ‘Highland Milk Fruit & Nut’. It had a surprise early exit in the official World Cup of Chocolate, but how will it perform in yours?

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 3 ON THE WALLCHART



[image: Image Missing] CRUNCHIE vs LION

The Lion bar is a bit ‘nothingy’ to me but I felt I couldn’t leave it out of the final thirty-two because I got a lot of grief for leaving it out in the official World Cup of Chocolate, and I am a firm believer in chocolate democracy (‘Chocolate Democracy’, by the way, would be a bad name for a new bar). The Crunchie breaks most of the rules of a popular chocolate bar by having a huge filling-to-chocolate ratio, and it also really, really, really gets stuck in your teeth. But there is still something undeniably great about it. But, listen, it’s your choice.

Back when we discovered our beef burgers were full of horse meat I tweeted that I’d been furious to discover that my Lion bar was actually 50 per cent tiger. However, that is no longer a topical story so it wouldn’t be good form to repeat that joke here.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 4 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] FREDDO vs KITKAT CHUNKY

Freddo is that tiny little chocolate bar shaped like a frog. It is half the price of a normal chocolate bar, but also half the size, so you have to buy two of them anyway, which rather defeats the object. They were invented in Australia in 1930 by Harry Melbourne, an eighteen-year-old employee of MacRobertson’s confectionery company. The fact that they were originally Australian makes sense of the fact that they are called ‘Freddo Frog’ rather than ‘Freddy Frog’, and I will now always say ‘Freddo’ in an Australian accent, as if he’s a new Neighbours character.

The key thing about a KitKat Chunky is to imagine what a four-finger KitKat would look like if it was made of four KitKat Chunkys. Like a delicious chocolate pan pipe. (‘Chocolate Pan Pipe’ would also be a very bad name for a new chocolate bar.)

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 5 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] TOFFEE CRISP vs MILKY WAY

The adverts for Toffee Crisp used to have the slogan ‘Somebody, Somewhere is Eating a Toffee Crisp’, so I have tried to work out if this is true. After extensive research I have calculated that it takes an average of 131 seconds to eat a Toffee Crisp. Given that there are 31,536,000 seconds in a year that would mean Nestlé would have to sell 240,733 Toffee Crisps to ensure that one was being eaten at all times. This means selling just 660 Toffee Crisps a day across the whole of the UK. Even allowing for the fact that very few of these would be eaten at 4 a.m., I am willing to accept that their slogan is acceptable, unlike ‘A Mars a Day Helps You Work, Rest and Play’. Who has a Mars bar to help them to sleep? Please don’t answer that question honestly.

I am also willing to accept the Milky Way slogan ‘The Treat You Can Eat Between Meals Without Ruining Your Appetite’, because they’re so tiny and boring you could eat thirty and still go to Nando’s afterwards.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 6 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] STARBAR vs SNICKERS

I am a great believer in Starbars, although I fear I’m fighting a losing battle. I think they have the combination of chocolate, chew and crunch just right, and that they led the way to every single restaurant in Britain having salted caramel on their menu. The Starbar was doing salted caramel back in the 1970s; so deal with that, Jamie Oliver. You know all about Snickers of course, but here’s a simple way to win £10 off anyone over the age of thirty-five. Simply bet them £10 they can’t tell you what the Snickers bar was originally called. They will laugh smugly and say ‘Marathon’, at which point you ask for your £10, as Snickers were originally called ‘Snickers’, named after the family horse on the farm run by the Mars family in the 1920s. It was renamed ‘Marathon’ in the UK because they wanted to suggest it was a health bar. Which, just to confirm, it isn’t.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 7 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] FOUR-FINGER KITKAT vs M&M’S

Forrest Mars Sr, the son of Frank Mars the founder of the Mars company, saw British soldiers eating Smarties during the Spanish Civil War, then totally nicked the idea, took it back to the US and invented M&M’S. During the Second World War these were sold exclusively to the military, and now over 400 million of them are produced every day. Beat that, Toffee Crisp. In 1997 the most common colour of M&M was brown, with the least common being blue. By 2007 that had completely reversed, with blue now the most common and brown the least. I honestly find this interesting, but I recognise you’ve probably already moved on to Wispa vs Toblerone by now.

KitKat was introduced by our friends Rowntree’s in the mid-1930s under the name ‘Chocolate Crisp’ but was quickly renamed ‘KitKat’ after everyone realised that ‘Have a break, have a Chocolate Crisp’ didn’t scan.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 8 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] WISPA vs TOBLERONE

Ouch, this is a very tough pairing. The Wispa was introduced as a direct competitor to Aero. It disappeared in 2003, replaced by Dairy Milk Bubbly (the what now?) before being brought back in 2007 after an Internet-led campaign.

The Toblerone is the second-biggest-selling chocolate bar in the world, behind Snickers, believe it or not. In 2016 Toblerone caused extreme controversy when they changed the design of their bar in the UK. There are now bigger gaps between the chocolate peaks, meaning the new Toblerone looks less like a chocolate bar and more like a bike rack.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 9 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] CREME EGG vs DOUBLE DECKER

Another close battle here. Cadbury’s Creme Eggs were originally Fry’s Creme Eggs when they were introduced in 1963. When I initially started researching Creme Eggs I accidentally typed ‘Crime Egg’ into Google, so I now know an awful lot about Venero Frank ‘Benny Eggs’ Mangano, the apparently infamous underboss of the Genovese crime family.

Fortunately I didn’t replace an ‘e’ with an ‘i’ when I was researching the Double Decker.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 10 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] FLAKE vs MARS

How on earth did they have the technology to invent the Flake in 1920? It looks like the sort of thing that NASA would invent. Famously, it was the only chocolate bar advertised being eaten in the bath, despite actually being the worst possible chocolate bar to eat in the bath. The Aero is probably the best chocolate bar to eat in the bath because of its buoyancy.

The Mars bar is the seventh-best-selling chocolate bar in the world, but when did you actually last want one? Apart from right now because I’ve just mentioned it.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 11 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] YORKIE vs MALTESERS

I am going to come clean: Maltesers would be the winner in my own personal World Cup of Chocolate. They did actually make the final in the official competition, only to be beaten by the dreaded Dairy Milk. Maltesers were originally advertised as ‘energy balls’ to be sold to ‘slimming women’. It has long been my ambition to create a packet consisting of half Minstrels and half Maltesers, like a bag of Revels with all the rubbish ones taken out. I’d call my creation ‘Maltinstrels’ but, as yet, no one has agreed to make them. I guarantee I would not be marketing them to ‘slimming women’.

Yorkie was invented at the Rowntree’s factory in York, which seems obvious, but Maltesers weren’t invented in Malta. In much the same way that Mars bars weren’t invented on Mars but Galaxy was invented in the Galaxy.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 12 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] FRY’S TURKISH DELIGHT vs ROLOS

Fry’s Turkish Delight is the most exotic bar on our list, and also the one that you definitely haven’t eaten for at least twenty-five years. They still make them, still sell them and, for the purposes of research, I am eating one this very second and it’s delicious. ‘Full of Eastern promise’ as the adverts used to say, although ‘Full of Eastern European promise’ would be more apt as they are now manufactured in Poland.

If you want to know the official scientific name for the shape of a Rolo it is a ‘frustum’. Do you love anyone enough to give them your last chocolate-covered, caramel-centred frustum?

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 13 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] TWIRL vs CARAMEL

I first ran the World Cup of Chocolate in 2012 and in that year the Twirl was the winner, but it was knocked out by Maltesers in the 2016 semi-finals. I love a Twirl; it’s the bar that the Twix always dreamed of being. It’s smooth, intense, chocolatey, a great conversationalist, able to play the piano, speaks seven languages, great with kids, once had trials for Fulham, always recycles, never … wait where was I? Ah yes, vote for Twirl.

Dairy Milk Caramel? Well, it’s only been around since 1976 despite the fact that it’s just a Dairy Milk with a bit of caramel in it. How on earth did Cadbury’s invent the Flake fifty-six years before they invented this?

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 14 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] GALAXY vs AERO

Galaxy is known as ‘Dove’ in the USA, which immediately makes me wonder what Dove is known as over there? Starburst? Anyway, Galaxy is Mars’ direct competitor to Dairy Milk, but was knocked out by Dairy Milk in the semi-finals of the official World Cup of Chocolate 2016. It does a really strong job holding together the diverse elements in a box of Celebrations and I can strongly recommend the Salted Caramel Galaxy they recently launched (which would never have happened without the pioneering work of the Starbar).

Weirdly the Mint Aero was launched thirty-five years before the Chocolate Aero. It’s still the best though. No one has ever done mint and chocolate as well as the good people at Aero, not even After Eight. Actually, forget that, Mint Viennetta is better than Mint Aero.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 15 ON THE WALLCHART

[image: Image Missing] _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ vs _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Match 16 is the wild-card match. If you feel that there are competitors you love that I’ve left out of The World Cup of Chocolate then you can write them in here. A few chocolate bars I felt weren’t worthy of inclusion include Topic (obvz), Picnic, Drifter, Chocolate Orange bar, Kinder Surprise, Munchies and Boost. Or you may have your own weird favourite. At this point your dad will say: ‘They should bring back Texans/Fuse bars/Spiras’, depending on his age. Simply draw your two favourite absentee bars together here and take a vote.

VOTE, THEN WRITE YOUR WINNER IN BOX 16 ON THE WALLCHART
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