
[image: Image Missing]


ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Joyce Meyer is the bestselling author of more than 100 inspirational books, including The Power of Simple Prayer, Approval Addiction, Power Thoughts and Battlefield of the Mind. Joyce’s ‘Enjoying Everyday Life’ radio and television programmes are broadcast around the world, and she travels extensively conducting conferences.


 
   
[image: Image Missing]

[image: Image Missing]

www.hodderfaith.com


Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC). Old Testament copyright © 1965, 1987 by The Zondervan Corporation, Grand Rapids, Michigan. New Testament copyright © 1958, 1987 by

The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.


Some Scripture quotations marked Ben Campbell Johnson Paraphrase are taken from Luke and John, An Interpretive Paraphrase by Ben Campbell Johnson, © 1980, A Great Love, Inc.; Matthew and Mark, A Relational Paraphrase by Ben Campbell Johnson, © 1978, A Great Love, Inc.; or The Heart of Paul, Biblical Truth in Today’s Language by Ben Campbell Johnson, © 1976, A GreatLove, Inc.


Scripture quotations marked KJV are taken from the King James Version of the Bible. 

Scripture quotations marked NKJV are taken from The New King James Version of the Bible. Copyright © 1979,1980,1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers.


Published in association with FaithWords, a division of Hachette Book Group USA, Inc.

Originally published in 1996 under the title Enjoying Where You Are

This abridged edition first published in July 2017

First published in Great Britain in 2017 by Hodder & Stoughton

An Hachette UK company

Copyright © Joyce Meyer, 1996, 2017 

The right of Joyce Meyer to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.


All rights reserved.
 No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.


A CIP catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library

ISBN 978 1 473 66335 0

eBook ISBN 978 1 473 66336 7


Hodder & Stoughton Ltd

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.hodderfaith.com


Contents

About the Author

Title Page

Copyright

Introduction

1 Life Is a Journey

2 Make a Decision to Enjoy Life

3 Regret and Dread

4 Joy and Peace Are Found in Believing

5 Simplicity

6 Childlikeness

7 The Complication of Religion

8 Legalism in Practical Matters

9 Too Many Problems to Enjoy Life

10 Diversity and Creativity

11 Joy in God’s Waiting Room

12 Freedom in Relationships

13 Don’t Poison Your Joy

Conclusion: Finish Your Course with Joy

Bibliography

Notes


INTRODUCTION

I believe that life should be a celebration. Far too many people don’t even enjoy life, let alone celebrate it. I frequently say that many people are on their way to heaven, but very few are enjoying the trip. For many years I was one of those people.

But thankfully, God has taught me a great deal about how to enjoy life. Through His grace, God has shown me that the life He has given us is meant to be enjoyed. Jesus came that we might have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows) according to The Amplified Bible, Classic Edition version of John 10:10. There are many other similar Scriptures in the Bible that I will expound on in this book that show us it is God’s will for us to enjoy every day of our lives.

I believe that reading this book may be life-changing for you. Perhaps you are as I was at one time. You truly love the Lord with all your heart and are trying so hard to please Him that you are forgetting to live the full the abundant life He has provided.

Enjoyment of life is not based on enjoyable circumstances; it’s an attitude of the heart, a decision to enjoy everything because everything—even little, seemingly insignificant things—have a part in the overall “big picture” of life.

When I finally realized that I was not enjoying my life, I had to make a quality decision to find out what was wrong and rectify it. This decision demanded learning new ways of handling situations.

Once I discovered that the world was not going to change, I decided that it was my approach to some of the “lemons” in life that needed adjustment. I had heard someone say that lemons can make us sour or we can turn them into lemonade. My decision to make lemonade instead of turning sour required that I learn balance in my work habits.

I was a workaholic who found great satisfaction in accomplishment. Of course, God desires and even commands us to bear fruit. We should not waste time and be “do-nothings,” but an unbalanced attitude in this area causes many people to experience burnout from a lifestyle of all work and no play. I was one of those people. Actually, I didn’t know how to play and truly enjoy it. I always felt I should be working. I felt safe only when I was doing something “constructive.”

I also had to change my attitude toward people. I learned that one of the reasons I didn’t enjoy life was because I didn’t enjoy most of the people in my life. I was trying to change them so I would find them enjoyable instead of accepting them the way they were and enjoying them while God was changing them.

I believe that all of us truly need teaching on this subject of how to enjoy where we are on the way to where we are going. I pray that this book will be a major blessing in your life, and that, as you read it, God will bring you to a crossroads—a place of decision—where you can choose to begin celebrating life—every day.
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