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For David, my brother, and for Liz, Dougie and Maggie



   
I have become old in grief for him; 

but when you name Tabriz, all my youth returns. 

Rumi 

Hafiz, why art thou ever telling o’er

The tale of absence and of sorrow’s night?

Knowest thou not that parting goes before 

All meeting, and from darkness comes the light! 

Hafez




14 September 1978

… The FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the situation in Iran was at present very unstable. It was difficult to foresee how events would develop, but he was inclined to believe that the armed forces would remain loyal to the Shah and would restore law and order and that the country, which had been through similar crises in the past, would return to stability. The opposition to the Shah came from a strange coalition of highly reactionary right-wing Muslim forces, groups of intellectuals and elements of the extreme left …

Extract from British Government Cabinet Papers

16 January 1979 (124 days later)

SHAH RAFT! 

[THE SHAH HAS LEFT!]

Headline, Kayhan newspaper, Tehran
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