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Sally Worboyes was born and grew up in Stepney with four brothers and a sister, and she brings some of the raw history of her own family background to her East End sagas. She now lives in Norfolk with her husband, with whom she has three grown-up children. She has written several plays for BBC Radio 4 and Anglia Television. She also adapted her own play and novel, Wild Hops, as a musical for production at the Mermaid theatre.
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For my brother John Lipka who with his handsome Tony Curtis looks drew many hopeful Fifties girls to our front door and several small bars of chocolate to my pocket. The sound of those fabulous songs coming from his first record player stay with me for ever as do the artists – Nat King Cole, Fats Domino, Louis Armstrong, Ella Fitzgerald …
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