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  About the Author


  Elizabeth de Beauchamp Goudge was born on April 24th 1900 in Wells, Somerset, where her father was Principal of Wells Theological College. Although she had privately intended writing as a career, her parents insisted she taught handicrafts in Oxford. She began writing in her spare time and her first novel ISLAND MAGIC, set in Guernsey, was a great success here and in America. GREEN DOLPHIN COUNTRY (1944) projected her to fame, netting a Literary Guild Award and a special prize of £30,000 from Louis B. Mayer of MGM before being filmed.


  In her later years Elizabeth Goudge settled in Henley-on-Thames. She died on April 1st, 1984.
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  Dedicated to Mary Amber


  THE BIRD


  I have grown tired of sorrow and human tears;


  Life is a dream in the night, a fear among fears,


  A naked runner lost in a storm of spears.


  I have grown tired of rapture and love’s desire;


  Love is a flaming heart, and its flames aspire


  Till they cloud the soul in the smoke of a windy fire.


  I would wash the dust of the world in a soft green flood;


  Here between sea and sea in the fairy wood,


  I have found a delicate wave-green solitude.


  Here, in the fairy wood, between sea and sea,


  I have heard the song of a fairy bird in a tree,


  And the peace that is not in the world has flown to me.


  Arthur Symons.

  



  THE TREE


  My life is a tree,


  Yoke-fellow of the earth;


  Pledged,


  By roots too deep for remembrance,


  To stand hard against the storm,


  To fill my place,


  (But high in the branches of my green tree there is a wild bird singing:


  Wind-free are the wings of my bird: she hath built no mortal nest.)


  Karle Wilson Baker.
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