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Praise for Whit Stillman’s film 
Love & Friendship

‘You can’t help but love Lady Susan because of the evident joy she takes in being so duplicitous. Her energy is infectious … Stillman’s film never feels stilted, largely thanks to his bracingly modern heroine who takes no prisoners, and makes no apologies for her conniving behaviour’

Guardian

‘Jane Austen has never been funnier … One of the deftest feats of literary interpolation in ages. And it grafts wicked surprises – things even Austen didn’t quite conceive, plot-wise – right onto the merry finale’

Daily Telegraph

‘Diabolical genius … A fresh, beguiling movie, and the wittiest Austen adaptation to grace the screen’

The Times

‘Whit Stillman, whose incisive comedies of bourgeois mores make him the modern cinema’s Jane Austen, adapts one of her early novels in Love & Friendship … A fast, precise, and giddily dialectical costume romp … By way of his cast’s mercurial verbal jousting and gestural elegance, Stillman captures the exquisite eroticism of high-society manners’

New Yorker

‘Whit Stillman may have fashioned the finest Jane Austen movie this year: the delightfully droll Love & Friendship … Stillman so effortlessly, elegantly bridges the gap between his conniving aristocrats and Austen’s that it’s difficult to say where one’s sensibility ends and the other’s begins’

New York Post

‘Whit Stillman returns – and on absolute peak form – with this drastically delightful Jane Austen adaptation … Superlative’

Little White Lies

‘A supremely elegant and delicately filigreed adaptation of Jane Austen’s epistolary novella Lady Susan … Stillman knows just how to give her pointed social satire an extra stab of wink-wink postmodern drollery without breaking the spell’

Variety

 

Praise for Whit Stillman’s novel
The Last Days of Disco,
With Cocktails at Petrossian Afterwards

Winner of the Prix Fitzgerald awarded by French literary critics

‘Enchanting’

Boston Globe

‘An airy blend of James Thurber and Nancy Mitford, sophisticated without making a fuss about it, and lots of fun’

Salon

‘Breathtakingly beautiful. Stillman re-creates his youth with precision and passion’

Washington Post

‘Witty and engaging … This first novel is a small masterpiece’

Booklist
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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS,

THE PRINCE OF WALES

SIR, To those to whom Your Royal Highness is known but by exaltation of rank, it may raise, perhaps, some surprise, that scenes, characters, and incidents, which have reference only to common life, should be brought into so august a presence. Your certain desire to see justice prevail in our Kingdom has emboldened me, an obscure individual, residing in an ignominious abode, to seek Your Royal Highness’ benevolent regard for the following account in which Your Royal Highness will find the Entire Vindication for those of your late loyal subjects libeled and defamed by the same Spinster Authoress

who so coldly belied

your illustrious predecessor, the Prince Regent’s,

generous and condescending offer of patronage.

With most heart-felt admiration and respect, I am,

SIR, Your ROYAL HIGHNESS’ most obedient, most obliged,

And most dutiful servant,

R. MARTIN-COLONNA DE CESARI-ROCCA

LONDON

18th of June, 1858


Principal Personages

Lady Susan Vernon, a charming & gracious young widow, scandalously maligned by the DeCourcys of Parklands.

The Spinster Authoress, a writer careless of both punctuation and truth, zealous only to do the bidding of her Aristocratic patrons.

Mrs. Alicia Johnson, an American exile; Lady Susan’s friend & confidante;

Mr. Johnson, Alicia’s older husband; to whom the great word “respectable” applied.

Lord Manwaring, a “divinely attractive” man;

Lady Lucy Manwaring, his wealthy wife; formerly Mr. Johnson’s ward;

Miss Maria Manwaring, Lord Manwaring’s eligible younger sister.

Miss Frederica Susanna Vernon, a school girl of marriageable age; Lady Susan’s daughter.

Mrs. Catherine Vernon (née DeCourcy), Lady Susan’s sister-in-law;

Mr. Reginald DeCourcy, Catherine’s young & handsome brother;

Mr. Charles Vernon, her obliging husband; brother of the late Frederic Vernon.

Mrs. Cross, Lady Susan’s impoverished friend & companion, “packs & unpacks,” etc.

Wilson, the butler at Churchill.

Sir Reginald DeCourcy, Catherine & Reginald’s elderly father;

Lady DeCourcy, their mother.

Sir James Martin, a cheerful young man of means, also maligned by the DeCourcys; suitor of the Misses Vernon & Manwaring; the Author’s uncle.

Juliana Martin-Colonna de Cesari-Rocca, Sir James’ younger sister; wife of Colonel Giancarlo (later Jean-Charles) Colonna de Cesari-Rocca;

Rufus Martin-Colonna de Cesari-Rocca, her son & Author of this Work;

Frederic Martin-Colonna de Cesari-Rocca, his younger brother;

Colonel Giancarlo (later Jean-Charles) Colonna de Cesari-Rocca, a hero of Corsica’s war for independence, exiled to London with General Paoli.

Mr. Charles Smith, a slanderer & gossip-monger; visitor to Langford & later Surrey.


Locales

Langford: Lord & Lady Manwaring’s estate

Churchill Castle: Charles & Catherine Vernon’s estate; in Surrey

Parklands: the DeCourcy family seat; in Kent

Hurst & Wilford: inn & coaching station near Churchill

Edward Street, London: the Johnsons’ townhouse

Upper Seymour Street, London: Lady Susan’s rooms
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Love & Friendship


Published in the United Kingdom by Two Roads, an imprint of the John Murray Press, London, 1858


Author’s Preface

“But what of Frederica?” The question is heard from all sides. Those who open this volume do so, I believe, to discover its answer. They should not be disappointed: Frederica Susanna Vernon’s story occupies a major place in the following pages. I could not, however, in good conscience limit the narrative to Frederica’s love-predicament. I use the phrase “in good conscience” purposefully; my own conscience is not easy. I have committed acts, omitted doing others, and said things in my life of which I am not proud. I cannot deny that the criticisms and the judicial punishments which have been directed towards me might have some basis in both fact and law. Though I am reluctant to let my own difficulties intrude on this narrative, it has coloured my judgement: that Frederica’s story cannot be separated from her mother’s and from the great posthumous injustice done that admirable Lady.

—Rufus Martin-Colonna de

Cesari-Rocca

Clerkenwell, London

25th of May, 1858
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