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Author’s Note

Should You Ask Me was inspired by a story in Rodney Legg’s Purbeck Island, and by photographs in Purbeck Camera by Mike O’Hara and Ben Buxton. It also draws on historical references found in Wareham’s War by Terence Davis, and Wareham: A Pictorial History by Lilian Ladle. But while some of the characters take their names from people who once lived on the Isle of Purbeck, Should You Ask Me is a work of fiction – an imaginary version of a past that could have happened but never did.
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Should you ask me of D-Day, I would say
‘Cataracts’, for that night the sky roared, pulsing
Wave upon wave of heavy-bellied engines;
And afterwards, in blue morning, crimson roses,
1 found, had fallen from their fence-board moorings,
Falling, cascading ~ not like blood, nor rubies,
Nor fire, nor any metaphor.

just roses,
A waterfall of English roses.

Then
Came the third cataract, a lone lark singing,
High, high above the empty plane-ways, hidden
Among the sunbeams.

Vera Rich, 1936-2009
Poct, journalist and translator
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