
[image: image]


[image: image]

[image: image]


 

First published in Great Britain in 2015

by Hodder & Stoughton

An Hachette UK company

1

Copyright © Olly Murs and Matt Allen 2015

Photography Copyright © Christie Goodwin

Personal pictures © Olly Murs

Book design by Joby Ellis

Olly Murs is represented exclusively by Richard Griffiths, Harry Magee and Sarah Gallagher for Modest! Management.

The right of Olly Murs and Matt Allen to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by them in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

Hardback ISBN 978 1 473 61810 7

Ebook ISBN 978 1 473 61809 1

Hodder & Stoughton Ltd

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.hodder.co.uk


 

 

Contents

TITLE PAGE

COPYRIGHT

SOUNDCHECK

SETLIST / TOUR DATES

Chapter One

THE VOICE

Chapter Two

‘OLLY’S HEAD ON THE TABLE, PLEASE…’

Chapter Three

TILLANDSIA

Chapter Four

THE ‘X FACTOR SHOPPING EXPERIENCE’

Chapter Five

FEEL LIKE FUNKIN’ IT UP

Chapter Six

THE ORDINARY BOY

OLLY ON THE SETLIST

Chapter Seven

‘DO ENJOY YOUR STAY, MR CROW’

Chapter Eight

PICTURES OF ME

Chapter Nine

UNITED WE STAND

Chapter Ten

TROUBLEMAKER

Chapter Eleven

NO BETTER FEELING

ENCORE


 


SOUNDCHECK

Jumping onstage in front of a crowd of 15,000 people will always be a funny business.

When the spotlight hits me, there’s a huge noise; a wave of screams and cheering. I can see cameras flashing, and rows and rows of people filming me with their mobile phones. Wherever I look, everybody’s eyes are focused upon me, waiting for my next move. And guess what? There’s no better feeling. I live for performing in front of big crowds, playing my songs to the fans and dancing across the stage. All day, whenever I’m on tour, I’m just waiting for that moment. It’s like a drug.

That might sound funny, but it’s true. Think about it: I’m out front – it’s just me, my name, my time in the limelight, and it’s so intoxicating; a buzz that takes over my whole body, like the rush a footballer experiences if they score the winning goal in a cup final, or when an athlete stands on the podium with their Olympic gold medal. For me, that same sensation arrives when I’m up there singing in an arena, my name in lights behind me.

It first happened during my time on X Factor, when I was playing in front of studio audiences. In those days, my performances were being beamed in to the living rooms of millions of people across the country. Since then, I’ve stepped out of the shadows of the show, as a singer at least, and that feeling has got bigger and better with every year – first on my theatre tour in 2010, and later in arenas around the UK where I’ve played to audiences of 15,000 people. I have even supported the likes of Robbie Williams and One Direction, and sung to crowds of 70,000 people in massive stadiums. That was pretty special.

By the time I came to releasing my fourth record, Never Been Better, in 2014, I wanted to make the best live show possible. I had a whole set of singles and crowd favourites to choose from. There was also an army of fans that I wanted to entertain – the best in the world – so I was up for taking a show across the country that could give everybody a good time. And what a roller-coaster it was.

I played 28 dates, starting in Sheffield and ending in Liverpool. We travelled to Cardiff, Belfast, Dublin, Glasgow, Newcastle, Leeds, Manchester, Birmingham, Nottingham and London. Backed by my amazing 11-piece band, we had a great time on a stage that lit up like a spaceship from Star Wars. When I stepped on to it for the first time, it blew my mind – it looked amazing.

Then there was the love from my amazing fans. There were sell-out shows pretty much every night and those guys were dancing in their seats from the minute I arrived onstage, though some of the girls got a bit carried away. One or two of them even started throwing their underwear around – cheeky. But thanks to them, there was a party in every city I played. I had the time of my life.

There was a lot of craziness going on behind the scenes too, the stuff that my fans – you guys reading this book – rarely get to witness, or hear about. Some people think that I just rock up to the mic and start performing on a tour like Never Been Better, but the hard work actually began in Christmas 2014, when we first planned the performance. Later there were rehearsals, TV appearances and single releases. I had to pose with my Madame Tussauds waxwork model in Blackpool. I performed a surprise duet with Robbie Williams, and experienced a pranking at the hands of comedian John Bishop – onstage. In Scotland, I even wore a kilt. In the middle of all that, I landed a job of co-presenter on X Factor, which was an amazing moment for me. By the end of it, I was bloody exhausted.

Not all of it was fun, either. There were a few backstage arguments and tabloid dramas along the way, not to mention a schedule of painful training sessions with my personal coach as I tried to get in shape for the road (wow, it hurt). I embarrassed myself on This Morning with Phillip Schofield and Amanda Holden (you’ll read about that in chapter two), and I had to relive a shocking moment in Sheffield when I once ripped my trousers onstage. At times, the action seemed to be non-stop.

But a funny thing happened at the beginning of the year while I was in the rehearsal studios with my band: I realised that a lot of pop tours are a closed shop to the outside world, a proper mystery. I thought, How many of my favourite artists have spoken about what life’s really like on the road? And in juicy detail? I couldn’t think of many, and as we got closer to the opening night of the tour, I became determined to give my fans a glimpse into what the pop business can be like. So, for two months, author Matt Allen and photographer Christie Goodwin joined me on the bus. Their aim: to document the Never Been Better tour and deliver a no-holds-barred look at my biggest headline shows so far. Thanks to their words and photographs, you can now grab your very own Access All Areas pass and join me backstage, in these pages.

I hope you enjoy the ride.
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SETLIST

Show Intro

DID YOU MISS ME

RIGHT PLACE RIGHT TIME

WHY DO I LOVE YOU

HEY YOU BEAUTIFUL

HAND ON HEART

NEVER BEEN BETTER

SEASONS

THINKING OF ME/BUSY/PLEASE DON’T LET ME GO

HOPE YOU GOT WHAT YOU CAME FOR

HEART SKIPS A BEAT

UP ft. Ella Eyre

DANCE WITH ME TONIGHT

LET ME IN

DEAR DARLIN’

BEAUTIFUL TO ME

TROUBLEMAKER

Encore

NOTHING WITHOUT YOU
WRAPPED UP/TREASURE




TOUR DATES

MARCH

31st Sheffield, Motorpoint Arena


APRIL

1st Sheffield, Motorpoint Arena

3rd Cardiff, Motorpoint Arena

4th Cardiff, Motorpoint Arena


7th Belfast, Odyssey Arena
8th Belfast, Odyssey Arena


10th Dublin, 3 Arena

11th Dublin, 3 Arena

12th Dublin, 3 Arena


14th Glasgow, The SSE Hydro

15th Glasgow, The SSE Hydro

16th Glasgow, The SSE Hydro


18th Newcastle, Metro Radio Arena

19th Newcastle, Metro Radio Arena



20th Leeds, First Direct Arena


22nd Manchester, Manchester Arena

23rd Manchester, Manchester Arena

24th Manchester, Manchester Arena


26th Birmingham, Barclaycard Arena

27th Birmingham, Barclaycard Arena

28th Birmingham, Barclaycard Arena


30th Nottingham, Capital FM Arena


MAY

1st Nottingham, Capital FM Arena


3rd London, The 02
4th London, The 02
5th London, The 02
7th London, The 02



9th Liverpool, Echo Arena
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