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Enter the SF Gateway …

In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:


‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’



Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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Introduction to “The Bear’s Baby”

Unlike the other stories in this collection, “The Bear’s Baby” was intended from the start to have a future beyond its stand-alone appearance in The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction. I knew while writing it that the material would eventually be worked into my then novel-in-progress, The Bird Shaman, Vol. III of my Holy Ground Trilogy. But the story turned out so different from the novel version in length, point of view, ending, and overall meaning, that I have included it here with my other uncollected stories.

That said, it may be useful to know that the story version too is set in the trilogy’s timeline and general situation. Aliens called Hefn have arrived on Earth, and are forcing its human inhabitants, via the threat of mindwipe, to stop their biosphere-destroying behavior. In the trilogy Denny Demaree (DEM-a-ree) is a minor character, while Pam Pruitt is central to the narrative from her early teens through her seventieth birthday. Here, though, it’s Denny who must wrestle with one tough decision after another, and whose resourcefulness, and devotion to the black bears he is studying, keep events moving toward a crisis.

The old farm where I’ve placed Denny to study his bears is actually my own hundred-acre farm near Lawrenceburg KY. Hurt Hollow, where Denny meets Pam, is a real place too, and an important setting for Vols. II and III of the trilogy.

I’ve been interested in black bears ever since one of them charged my husband and me in deep forest near the New Jersey stretch of the Appalacian Trail, a long time ago. That bear charge appears in in the trilogy too. But the dangerous predator in this story is not a bear, but a Hefn called Humphrey.

“The Bear’s Baby” appeared in the October/November 2003 issue of The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction, and was reprinted in The Year’s Best Science Fiction, Twenty-First Annual Collection (2004), edited by Gardner Dozois.
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