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Enter the SF Gateway …

In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:


‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’



Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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“Olden memories that shine against death’s night—

Quiet stars of sweet enchantments,

That are seen In Life’s lost distances…”

The World of Dreams


Author’s Preface

This book forms the last of three. The first published was “The Boats of the ‘Glen Carrig’“; the second, “The House on the Borderland”; this, the third, completes what, perhaps, may be termed a trilogy; for, though very different in scope, each of the three books deals with certain conceptions that have an elemental kinship. With this book, the author believes that he closes the door, so far as he is concerned, on a particular phase of constructive thought.


The Hell O! O! Chaunty






	Chaunty Man . .	Man the capstan, bullies!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha!-o-o! Ha!-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Capstan-bars, you tarry souls!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha!-o-o! Ha!-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Take a turn!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha!-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Stand by to fleet!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha!-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Stand by to surge!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha!-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Ha!—o-o-o-o!

	Men . . . . . .	TRAMP!

		And away we go!

	Chaunty Man . .	Hark to the tramp of the

		bearded shellbacks!

	Men . . . . . .	Hush!

		O hear ‘em tramp!

	Chaunty Man . .	Tramping, stamping—

		treading, vamping,

		While the cable

		comes in ramping.

	Men . . . . . .	Hark!

		O hear ‘em stamp!

	Chaunty Man . .	Surge when it rides!

		Surge when it rides!

		Round-o-o-o

		handsome as it slacks!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha!-o-o-o-o!

		hear ‘em ramp!

		Ha!-oo-o-o!

		hear ‘em stamp!

		Ha!-o-o-o-o-oo!

		Ha!-o-o-o-o-o-o!

	Chorus . . . .	They’re shouting now; oh! hear ‘em

		A-bellow as they stamp:—

		Ha!-o-o-o! Ha!-o-o-o!

		Ha!-o-o-o!

		A-shouting as they tramp!

	Chaunty Man . .	O hark to the haunting chorus

		of the capstan and the bars!

		Chaunty-o-o-o

		and rattle crash—

		Bash against the stars!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o-o!

		Tramp and go!

		Ha-a!-o-o-o!

		Ha-a!-o-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Hear the pawls a-ranting: with

		the bearded men a-chaunting;

		While the brazen dome above ‘em

		Bellows back the ‘bars.’

	Men . . . . . .	Hear and hark!

		O hear ‘em!

		Ha-a!-o-o!

		Ha-a!-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Hurling songs towards the

		heavens—!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o!

		Ha-a!-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Hush! O hear ‘em!

		Hark! O hear ‘em!

		Hurling oaths among their spars!

	Men . . . . . .	Hark! O hear ‘em!

		Hush! O hear ‘em!

	Chaunty Man . .	Tramping round between the

		bars!

	Chorus . . . .	They’re shouting now; oh! hear

		A-bellow as they stamp:—

		Ha-a!-o-o-o! Ha-a!-o-o-o!

		Ha-a!-o-o-o!

		A-shouting as they tramp!

	Chaunty Man . .	O do you hear the

		capstan-chaunty!

		Thunder round the pawls!

	Men . . . . . .	Click a-clack,

		a-clatter

		Surge!

		And scatter bawls!

	Chaunty Man . .	Click-a-clack, my bonny boys,

		while it comes in handsome!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o!

		Hear ‘em clack!

	Chaunty Man . .	Ha-a!-o-o! Click-a-clack!

	Men . . . . . .	Hush! O hear ‘em pant!

		Hark! O hear ‘em rant!

	Chaunty Man . .	Click, a-clitter, clicker-clack.

	Men . . . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o!

		Tramp and go!

	Chaunty Man . .	Surge! And keep away the slack!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o!

		Away the slack:

		Ha-a!-o-o!

		Click-a-clack

	Chaunty Man . .	Bustle now each jolly Jack.

		Surging easy! Surging e-a-s-y!!

	Men . . . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o!

		Surging easy

	Chaunty Man . .	Click-a-clatter—

		Surge; and steady!

		Man the stopper there!

		All ready?

	Men . . . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o!

		Ha-a!-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Click-a-clack, my bouncing boys:

	Men . . . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o!

		Tramp and go!

	Chaunty Man . .	Lift the pawls, and come back

		easy.

	Men . . . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o!

		Steady-o-o-o-o!

	Chaunty Man . .	Vast the chaunty!

		Vast the capstan!

		Drop the pawls! Be-l-a-y!

	Chorus . . . .	Ha-a!-o-o! Unship the bars!

		Ha-a!-o-o! Tramp and go!

		Ha-a!-o-o! Shoulder bars!

		Ha-a!-o-o! And away we blow!

		Ha-a!-o-o-o!

		Ha-a!-o-o-o-o!

		Ha-a!-o-o-o-o-o!
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