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Enter the SF Gateway …

In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:


‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’



Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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… CONTINUUM

A constellation of persons or events will have precedent. It will not appear out of nothing; it’s a converging of previous trails and persons. Before one set of adventures, there was always another set; and before those, still another set, back to the beginning of the world.

We pass from one set to another now, from the Green-Flame adventure to the Half-Sky adventure. We are still in the middle of the nineteenth century, that most unreal of centuries, looking for reality under stodgy and ridiculous surface.

The bridge between the two sets is crossed on the first day of the year 1849. The bridge is actually a shallow flat-boat canal in Amsterdam, and Dana Coscuin crossed it by—but no, not now: at a later time it will be told how he crossed it.

Some of the continuing persons out of the Green-Flame adventure are these:


Dana Coscuin, the green-shirted curadh or Irish hero.

Kemper Gruenland, the Germanish giant.

Charley Oceaan, the black man from Basse-Terre.

Tancredi Cima, the tall Sardinian.

Mariella Cima, the mountain wife of Tancredi.

Count Cyril Prasinos, the timeless and invisible instigator and employer.

Ifreann Chortovitch, the Son of the Devil.

Aileen Dinneen, Dana’s Irish cousin.

Elena Prado y Bosca, Countess and Doxie, who was also Muerte de Bosacaje, and who may or may not be dead.

Elaine Kingsberry, the English Lady.

Jane Blaye of Hendaye, and her daughter, Sainte Erma.

The Black Pope of the high Carlist Hills.

Malandrino Brume, a rough man.

Magdelena Brume, the holy panther who is Malandrino’s wife.

Judas Revanche, the Carbonarist who’d burn the whole world down.

Catherine Dembinska, Dana’s wife; dead, but still of influence.



Some of these persons will not be seen again in the Adventures; they have done their work before God and are gone, but they remain in the Constellation. Most of them we will have with us again on the Half-Sky Adventure, or on further adventures. And the list of the involved ones will be added to till there is a whole bright multitude of them.

Watch them and wonder.

OEBPS/images/9781473213500.jpg
-
R. A.
LAFFERTY
Half a Sky






OEBPS/images/GatewayLogo.jpg
«@-EWAY





