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Enter the SF Gateway …

In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:


‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’



Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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The following characters, appearing in this story, have no relation to any persons known to the authors:


The President of the U.S.A.

The British Prime Minister

The Party Chairman




Heisal Woods, U.S. Secretary of State

Henry Fielding, British Home Secretary

Victor Kuzmin, Soviet Ambassador to the UN

Pamplin Forsythe, British Ambassador to the UN




Hermann Kapp, a terrorist

Anna Morgue (alias Félix), a terrorist

Abu l’Weifa (alias Pedro-the-Basque), a terrorist

Al Simmonds, a terrorist




Chief Inspector Cluny Robertson

Superintendent Willy Best

Sir Stanley Farrar, Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police




Robert Becker, head of the CIA

Valas Georgian, high official of the KGB

Igor Markov, subordinate to Valas Georgian

Colonel Barry Gwent, British Military Intelligence

General Holland, British Military Intelligence



Couriers:


Alex Semjanov

Captain Luri Otto

Klaus Hartstein

Father O’Donovan

Sunion Webb, an intellectual

Ernest Carruthers, an intellectual



Reporters:


Jack Hart

Stan Tambling



Agents:


Robert Morales

Rollie Schooners

Maxwell Burt

Ole Gröte

Ron Weld



Tom Osborne, President of IHM of Canada

Roberta Osborne, his wife

Pieter van Elders, a minister of the South African government

David Kemp, a British lawyer

Paco Palmgren, a Swedish lawyer

Susi, a girl friend of Hermann Kapp

Jane Barrow, secretary to Becker

Colonel Abdul Hassim, a Libyan minister

Louis-le-Poisson

J. J. Marquette

Others, unnamed
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