
[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]



Copyright © 2022 Ian Marshall

The right of Ian Marshall to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by him in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

First published in Great Britain in 2022 by Headline Publishing Group

First published as an Ebook in Great Britain

by Headline Publishing Group in 2022

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

Front cover photograph © Adil Rashid (Yorkshire and England)/Harry Trump/Getty Images

eISBN: 978 1 4722 9087 8

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

An Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.headline.co.uk

www.hachette.co.uk




Table of Contents

Cover

Title Page

Copyright Page

About Ian Marshall

Also by Ian Marshall

About the Book

Foreword

Playfair at 75

Guide to Using Playfair

Acknowledgements and Thanks

Test Cricket

Touring Teams Register

England v New Zealand – Series Records

England v South Africa – Series Records

Statistical Highlights in 2021

Scorecards (March 2021 to March 2022)

ICC Elite List of Umpires (including Referees)

Current Career Averages

Test Match Records

County Cricket

County Register, 2021 Championship Averages and Records

Professional Umpires’ Team 2022

Touring Teams Register 2021

Statistical Highlights in 2021

The County Championship

Royal London One Day Cup

Vitality Blast

Cricketer of the Year Awards

First-Class Averages in 2021

First-Class Cricket Career Records

Limited-Overs Career Records

T20 Career Records

First-Class Cricket Records

Limited-Overs and Twenty20 Internationals

England Limited-Overs Internationals in 2021

Current Career Records

Limited-Overs Internationals Records

ICC IT20 World Cup

England T20 Career Records

Twenty20 Internationals Records

Other Cricket

IPL

Big Bash

Ireland International Register

Women’s International Register

Women’s Test Records

Women’s Limited-Overs Records

Women’s International Twenty20 Records

Women’s Hundred 2021

2022 Fixtures

Principal Women’s Fixtures

National Counties Fixtures

County 2nd XI

The Hundred

Principal Matches




About Ian Marshall
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About the Book

The world’s bestselling cricket annual.

The indispensable pocket guide to the cricket season.

The 75th edition of the Playfair Cricket Annual is packed with all the information you need to follow the cricket season in 2022.

New Zealand, India and South Africa are the tourists this coming season, and here you’ll find comprehensive Test match and limited-overs records and career records to help you follow the action.

County cricket is covered in unrivalled depth, with biographies of all players registered to the counties at the start of the season, full coverage of last summer’s events, details of the ICC T20 Men’s World Cup and England’s campaign to regain the Ashes in Australia, and a fixture list for all major domestic matches in 2022.

There are also sections on women’s cricket and the major domestic T20 competitions from around the world, including The Hundred.

For any cricket fan, the season is never complete without a copy of Playfair to guide you through it all.

Visit www.playfaircricket.co.uk for regular updates during the season.




FOREWORD

As Playfair reaches its landmark 75th edition, it is hard to imagine that we have ever welcomed a new season with quite so many issues dogging the game as now, both on the field and off it. On the field, I write this as England begin a series in the West Indies hoping to turn round a run of form that has seen them lose their last four series, latterly avoiding a 5-0 whitewash in the Ashes thanks only to a last-wicket stand by veteran bowlers James Anderson and Stuart Broad, who held out for a draw in the fourth Test. The decision not to take them to the Caribbean remains, to me, a baffling one. As it is, England go into a series where victory is essential to start the rebuilding process with a frontline bowling line-up that (Ben Stokes apart) has won a solitary cap between them in the West Indies.

The challenges of the last two years, with Covid isolation protocols and team bubbles, have begun to take an increasing toll on our players. Jason Roy recently became the latest to take an indefinite leave of absence from the game, but we are seeing many other top players from around the world taking breaks or retiring from one format or another. Yet still, despite these clear warning signs, we cram the schedule with more and more tours, formats and matches. Money is the driving force, of course, but inevitably the quality of play will eventually suffer as players opt out or play on when their tank is empty.

Some might argue that we have seen this in the performances of England’s Test batsmen of late. These things can be cyclical, but one hopes the noises emanating from the ECB that they understand the importance of Test cricket will lead to a domestic framework that gives our red-ball batters more of a chance. As it is, the Test career records on pages 53-63 reveal that just four England players have a Test average of more than 35: Gary Ballance (debut 2013-14), Alastair Cook (retired), Joe Root (debut 2012-13) and Ben Stokes (debut 2013-14) – eight years is a long time to wait for another to announce himself. Of all the Test-playing nations, only Ireland has fewer batters above that benchmark.

But perhaps the most damning events of the close season came with the allegations by Azeem Rafiq about the racism he faced at Yorkshire. The experiences he suffered were bad enough, but the way that the cricketing authorities handled the issue was arguably even worse. Under parliamentary scrutiny, so many of the game’s leading figures came across as (at best) desperately out of touch, and too quick to deny that there might just be an issue here. Cricket needs to provide a welcoming environment for everyone and a pathway for all players to progress as far as their abilities and potential will take them, if they want it. The make-up of our county squads suggests that we are missing out on bringing through enough players from more diverse backgrounds, whether it’s their race or their schooling that is preventing them from going further.

This year’s worthy front cover star is Adil Rashid, who ended the IT20 tour of the West Indies as England’s all-time leading wicket-taker in this format (with 81), overtaking Chris Jordan, while the ICC rankings put him third in the world. The Yorkshire star has become a master of his profession, and he now has 300 international wickets for England.

We will be welcoming New Zealand (again) and South Africa for Test series this summer, as well as India, who will play one Test held over from 2021 plus some white-ball matches. I hope they will provide plenty of inspirational cricket in front of packed houses as we look to move on, finally, from the Covid era. As I’ve often urged in previous years, let us take the opportunity to get out there and support our local county this summer – and don’t forget to take your copy of the 75th edition of Playfair with you!

Ian Marshall

Eastbourne, 9 March 2022




PLAYFAIR AT 75

Since taking over as the Editor in 2009, following the sad demise of Bill Frindall, I have tried to stay true to the Annual’s traditions, while reflecting the changes that continue to take place in the game. My Foreword looks more closely at the current state of the game, but here I want to look back at the origins of Playfair, and to compare and contrast between then and now.

The first edition of Playfair was published in April 1948, edited by Peter West, with statistics from Roy Webber. Peter gave the first pages to a piece by C.B.Fry, who looked forward with eager anticipation to the Ashes series that summer. Don Bradman’s side have since become known as ‘The Invincibles’, so we can see how that turned out. By the time they began the first Test on 10 June, they had already played 12 games in six weeks – not far off the length of an entire Ashes tour these days. The Test series ended in a 4-0 defeat for England (some things never change!).

Fry, like many cricket lovers, looked back as well as forward, remembering opening the batting for England alongside W.G.Grace. Apparently Grace’s ‘lambent dark eyes’ would have admired the ‘versatile, polished technique of our Denis Compton’ and the ‘multum in parvo power …of W.J.Edrich’. Fry distinguished between the two by giving the amateur Edrich his initials, while Compton, a professional, was referred to by his first name. Happily, such distinctions have long since vanished. (It is a pleasing coincidence that, in this year’s register, the only player I spotted with an antecedent who was active in the game in 1948 is Kent’s new recruit, and Denis’s grandson, Ben Compton.)

In his Preface, West celebrated that nearly three million fans had gone to watch matches during the 1947 first-class summer ‘despite football’s encroachment until mid-June’ (the winter of 1946-47 was bitterly cold, hence the overrunning football season). By comparison. in the summer of 2019 some 752,000 supporters went to watch the Cricket World Cup alone, so the numbers going to matches have held up better than some might think, thanks in the main to the various shorter formats. As for the encroachment of football, that too remains.

As he looked forward to the Ashes, West lamented the weakness in England’s bowling options whereas now it is the batters who appear to be struggling. The biggest threat that concerned him was the Control of Engagement Order, by which the Ministry of Labour could prevent people from leaving certain key industries (such as mining) as the nation rebuilt after the Second World War. This might have meant that some players’ winter jobs were deemed too important for them to leave to play for their counties, but the crisis was averted.

The Annual in 1948 ran to just 144 pages, as opposed to this year’s 352, and was priced at 3s 6d (171⁄2 pence). It boasted over 150 pictures throughout, nearly all portraits or team line-ups. As Wisden continues to do, Playfair found space for some schoolboy cricket, focusing on games played at Lord’s. When Marlborough beat Malvern in a two-innings match there, it was noted that ‘Rugby, Marlborough’s traditional opponents in the Schools’ week, had to cry off because of illness’. It’s a line that seems all too familiar over the last two years. Meanwhile the season ahead ran from 28 April, when the Australians took on Worcestershire, to 19 September when the tourists played Scotland at Aberdeen; the 26-match County Championship took place between 8 May and 30 August. This summer, just seven rounds will take place within that portion of the season, with nine either before or after in spring or autumn.

The Obituaries section of the 1948 Annual perhaps highlights the biggest change we have seen in this period. Norman Harding was Kent’s opening bowler and had taken 64 wickets during the summer of 1947 but succumbed to ‘infant paralysis’, or polio as we would call it, in September. He was just 31. In so many ways, the world has changed during the lifetime of the Playfair Cricket Annual, but its importance to cricket fans as a companion to the season remains as strong as ever.




GUIDE TO USING PLAYFAIR

The basic layout of Playfair remains the same for this anniversary edition. The Annual is divided into five sections, as follows: Test match cricket, county cricket, international limitedovers cricket (including IT20), other cricket (IPL, Big Bash, The Hundred, Ireland and women’s international cricket), and fixtures for the coming season. Each section, where applicable, begins with a preview of forthcoming events, followed by events during the previous year, then come the player records, and finally the records sections.

Within the players’ register, there has been some debate with the county scorers over those who are defined as ‘Released/Retired’, pointing out that some players are drafted in for a game or two, and may re-appear in the current season, despite not having a contract as the book goes to press. What I try to do is to ensure that everyone who appeared in last season’s games is included somewhere – this way, at least, if they do play in 2022 their details are available to readers. This issue has become more problematic because of the overlap between The Hundred and the Royal London Cup. Players’ Second XI Championship debuts and their England Under-19 Test appearances are given for those under the age of 25. As the final Hundred draft is not concluded until the end of the month, there is no separate register of the squads for The Hundred this year; players’ appearances in The Hundred are listed in the county register.

In the county limited-overs records in the Register, those records denoted by ‘50ov’ cover any limited-overs game of 50 or more overs – in the early days, each team could have as many as 65 overs per innings. The ‘40ov’ section refers to games of 40 or 45 overs per innings.

For both men’s and women’s IT20 records sections, I have taken the decision to limit the records listed to those games that feature at least one side that has appeared in an official LOI. While I welcome the ICC’s efforts to broaden the game’s profile, there have been some horrible mismatches.
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