
		
			[image: All the little Bird-Hearts cover]
		

	
		
			

			[image: All the Little Bird-Hearts title page]

			[image: Tinder Press logo]

		

	
		
			

			Copyright © 2023 Viktoria Lloyd-Barlow

			The right of Viktoria Lloyd-Barlow to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

			First published as an Ebook in 2023 by Tinder Press

			An imprint of Headline Publishing Group

			Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

			All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

			Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

			Ebook conversion by Avon DataSet Ltd, Alcester, Warwickshire

			eISBN: 978 1 4722 8802 8

			HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

			An Hachette UK Company

			Carmelite House

			50 Victoria Embankment

			London EC4Y 0DZ

			www.tinderpress.co.uk

			www.headline.co.uk

			www.hachette.co.uk

		

	
		
			Contents

			Title Page

			Copyright Page

			About the Author

			Praise

			Dedication


			fire can be mistaken for light

			the shining fish

			winter bees

			talk louder, talk normal

			the untraceable heart

			a carefully constructed toy

			a private home

			soft-feathered and sharp-eyed

			this showy kiss

			the sleep of cats

			the fondness of possession

			something markedly different

			a kind of confession

			evie-loves-the-water


			Epilogue

			Acknowledgements

		

	
		
			

			About the Author

			Viktoria Lloyd-Barlow has a PhD in Creative Writing from the University of Kent, and has extensive personal, professional, and academic experience relating to autism. Like her protagonist Sunday in ALL THE LITTLE BIRD-HEARTS, Viktoria is autistic. She has presented her doctoral research internationally, most recently speaking at Harvard University on autism and literary narrative. Viktoria lives with her husband and children on the coast of north-east Kent.

		

	
		
			

			Praise

			‘What a glorious, unforgettable character Vita is. And I loved Sunday’s voice too, so unique, right from the off. It showed me things about autism that will stay with me. A genuinely valuable book, but more importantly I enjoyed being inside its world’ Melissa Harrison, author of All Among the Barley

			‘Viktoria Lloyd-Barlow’s is a distinct and poetic new voice. This novel about the complex desires behind our closest relationships is undercut with the darkness of Sicilian folklore: the fisherman who promises away his child; the lover who is a wolf; a caged magpie; burning fields’ Clare Pollard, poet and author of Delphi

			‘Funny, lyrical, deft and devastating. Full of longing and love’ Amy Sackville, author of Painter to the King

		

	
		
			

			For my husband, SLB
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