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Erin Somer’s writing has appeared in The New Yorker, Tin House, Ploughshares, McSweeney’s, and many other publications. She was a 2016 Center for Fiction’s NYC Emerging Writers Fellow and a 2016 Millay Colony resident. She lives in Beacon, New York, with her husband and daughter. Stay Up with Hugo Best is her first novel.


About the book

June Bloom is a smart and clear-eyed twenty-nine-year-old writers’ assistant on the late-night comedy show Stay Up with Hugo Best. Hugo Best is in his sixties, a legend of TV and humor known to have an interest in younger women. After he unexpectedly leaves the show and a party is held for his now-unemployed staff, Hugo and June strike up a conversation, their first. They have rapport, and soon Hugo winds up inviting June to his mansion in Greenwich, Connecticut, for the long weekend. ‘No funny business,’ he insists. June, in need of a job and money, confident she can handle herself, decides to go.

The exact terms of the visit are never spelled out, but June is realistic enough to guess. Even so, as the weekend unfolds and June gets deeper and deeper glimpses into the enigmatic Hugo’s life and character, their dynamic proves to be much more complicated and less predictable than she expected.

Charting the four days June and Hugo spend together, Stay Up with Hugo Best is at once hilarious and poignant, brilliantly incisive and terrifically propulsive. It is a tremendously insightful exploration of sexual politics in the modern age and the unforgettable, one-of-a-kind story of one young woman’s stumbling into adulthood.
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