

[image: Cover Image]


[image: image]

[image: image]


Copyright © 2011 Dorothy Koomson

The right of Dorothy Koomson to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

First published in Great Britain in 2011 by Sphere 

This Ebook edition published in Great Britain

by Headline Publishing Group in 2018

All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

Cover montage: © Wondervisuals/Andrey Arkusha/AS photo studio, all at Shutterstock

eISBN: 978 1 4722 6175 5

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

An Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.headline.co.uk

www.hachette.co.uk


Contents

The Woman He Loved Before

Copyright

About Dorothy Koomson

Also by Dorothy Koomson

Readers love Dorothy Koomson

Thank You

Dedication

prologue

chapter one

chapter two

chapter three

chapter four

chapter five

chapter six

chapter seven

chapter eight

chapter nine

chapter ten

chapter eleven

chapter twelve

chapter thirteen

chapter fourteen

chapter fifteen

chapter sixteen

chapter seventeen

chapter eighteen

chapter nineteen

chapter twenty

chapter twenty-one

About the Book

Reading Group Material

Dorothy’s Answers


Dorothy Koomson

Dorothy Koomson penned her first, unpublished novel when she was thirteen – and has been making up stories ever since. She is now the award-winning author of fifteen novels, including more than twelve Sunday Times bestsellers.

Her third novel, My Best Friend’s Girl, was chosen for the Richard & Judy Book Club Summer Reads of 2006, and reached number two on the Sunday Times Bestseller List. Two of her books – The Ice Cream Girls and The Rose Petal Beach – were shortlisted for the British Book Awards. In 2013 a TV adaptation loosely based on The Ice Cream Girls was shown on ITV1. And in 2018 The Brighton Mermaid won the Must-Read category of The Precious Lifestyle Awards.

Dorothy has lived and worked in London, Leeds and Sydney (Australia) but is currently enjoying herself as a fully-fledged resident of Brighton. In 2019 Dorothy won the Image Award at the Black British Business Awards in recognition of her achievements.
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Readers love Dorothy Koomson:

‘Immediately gripping and relentlessly intense . . . a darkly inventive and thought-provoking thriller’ Heat

‘An instantly involving psychological thriller’ Daily Telegraph

‘If you only do one thing this weekend, read this book . . . utterly brilliant’ Sun

‘Full of heart and sympathy’ Daily Mail

‘A touching and engaging story’ Good Housekeeping

‘Gripping and compelling’ Closer

‘Another moving and thought-provoking read’ Cosmopolitan

‘An excellent roller-coaster ride of a book, which keeps you guessing until the very end’ Bella

‘Gripping stuff’ S Magazine

‘Incredibly moving and intelligently written’ Woman

‘Another page-turning, addictive read’ Black Hair Magazine

‘Koomson just gets better and better’ Woman & Home

‘Full of mystery and intrigue, it’s a book that will grip you from the very start’ Take A Break

‘Koomson’s characters are perfectly formed yet flawed, showing acute insight into the human psyche. Thanks to their depth and intricately woven, ever changing relationships, the novel simmers with tension and an undercurrent of darkness’ Daily Express

‘A fast-paced, gritty and exhilarating read’ OK! Hot Stars

 ‘A touching tale of love and loss’ Best

‘Fast moving and compelling’ Sunday Mirror

‘A riveting read from start to finish’ Woman

‘Koomson is a fine writer whose prose is compulsive’ Sunday Express

‘An unforgettable, beautifully crafted testimony to an unbreakable love that lasts a lifetime and beyond’ Daily Record

‘Gritty and realistic, it mixes crime, drama and romance’ Candis

‘A psychological thriller where the suspense and fear comes from the protagonist rather than events that surround her’ The Lady

‘Absolutely fantastic. From the first page you’ll be desperate to know exactly what happened’ Sun

‘This beautifully written novel will hook you from the start’ Closer

‘Another page-turning thriller that’ll have you gripped from the start’ OK!
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To all of you – family, friends, colleagues, readers – who were there when I came up with this story and those who are here now.

Couldn’t have done it without you.


For My Little Angels


prologue

28th February 2003

Are you her? Are you the one he’s with now? Is that why you’ve come looking for me?

If you aren’t reading this letter fifty or sixty years from now then it’s likely that I’m dead. Probably murdered.

Please don’t be upset by that, it probably won’t have been too much of a surprise to me  – not with the life I have lived. But if you have these diaries because you came looking for me, and you were clever enough to think like me and find them, or even if you came across them by accident, please, please can I ask you a favour? Please will you burn them without reading them? Please?

I do not want anyone else to know these things. I wrote them for me. I know I should probably burn them myself, but it’d feel like suicide, killing a part of myself. And, in everything I’ve done, everything I’ve gone through, I would not kill myself so I can’t destroy these diaries. Maybe you can.

I say ‘maybe’ because if you’re with him then you’ll want to know about him, you’ll want to know if he really is dangerous and if he was the one to murder me, so, while I don’t want you to, I can’t blame you for reading on.

There’s not much else I can add, except that I hope you do not feel sorry for me. I have lived a life and even though I knew great pain, I also knew great love. Some people can live a long, long time without ever experiencing that. I am lucky.

I wish you well, whoever you are.

Love,

Eve
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