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About the Author
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Patrick Gale was born on the Isle of Wight. He spent his infancy at Wandsworth Prison, which his father governed, then grew up in Winchester before going to Oxford University.  He now lives on a farm near Land’s End. One of this country’s best-loved novelists, his most recent works are A Perfectly Good Man, the Richard and Judy bestseller Notes From An Exhibition, and the bestselling A Place Called Winter.



Praise for Dangerous Pleasures:

‘Sly, cool and mischievous’ Guardian

‘Nattily subversive, sexually ambiguous, intelligent and disturbing. The prose sizzles with acidic observation’ Sunday Times

‘Not one of these eleven stories is a dud. Witty, moving and very much alive’ Time Out

‘Gale has long been a master of short fiction. So it comes as no surprise to find that his first collection of stories shows him to be an adept of the art … the form utilises all his strengths of acute observation, gentle wit and humane acceptance of human diversity … Wit and wisdom, metaphor and moment constantly combine to delight’ The Times

‘Patrick Gale revels in absurd risks. It’s the promise of an unexpected, and potentially implausible outcome that entices you into his stories. The prose sizzles with acidic observations’ Independent on Sunday

‘Gale is a master of character, and he slips under the skins of his women protagonists with such wit that it’s often hard to believe he’s a man. From the misplaced passions of a jilted writer these fresh, clear-headed stories are reminiscent of Gale’s back catalogue of acclaimed novels’ Elle

‘Gale pins down the pain of love and leaving and the no-man’s-land between the apparently real and the illusory. He writes of uncertain memories and threatened loyalties and, in Dressing Up In Voices, of a couple whose passionate, inevitable break-up is traced with unrelenting accuracy’ Scotland on Sunday
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About the Book

A funeral party ends in an unexpected manner; parents are faced with difficult decisions about their daughter; a housewife transforms her personality with a simple touch-up; a father’s trip to his former school brings back memories of love he thought buried forever.

From gothic thrills and twisted comedy to moving family vignettes, Dangerous Pleasures offers a memorable collection of Patrick Gale’s brilliant short stories of marriage, sex and mortality.




Authors Preface

The tales which follow were written over the last ten years, sometimes to commission, sometimes on a whim, sometimes in an effort to work a fit of bad temper from my system, but always with the entertainment of a particular friend in mind. Some have been published before, as detailed below, but to tinker is only human, so they now appear in a slightly altered form.



Wig  His (Faber and Faber, US)

Dressing Up In Voices  Twenty Under Thirty (Sceptre)

Borneo  Whitbread Stories One (Jonathan Cape)

Other Mens Sweetness  The Ten Commandments (Serpents Tail)

Old Boys  Meanwhile In Another Part of the Forest (Flamingo)

The List  The Faber Book of Gay Short Stories (Faber and Faber)
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