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Lauren Layne is the USA Today bestselling author of contemporary romance. Prior to becoming an author, Lauren worked in e-commerce and web-marketing. In 2011, she and her husband moved from Seattle to New York City, where Lauren decided to pursue a full-time writing career. It took six months to get her first book deal (despite ardent assurances to her husband that it would only take three). Since then, Lauren’s gone on to multiple books including the bestselling Stiletto series, with more sexy stories on the way!

Lauren currently lives in Chicago with her husband and spoiled Pomeranian. When not writing, you’ll find her at happy hour, running at a doggedly slow pace, or trying to straighten her naturally curly hair.

Join Lauren at www.laurenlayne.com to get news on her latest books, or keep up to date with her on Twitter: @LaurenLayne, Facebook: www.facebook.com/LaurenLayneAuthor and Instagram: www.instagram.com/_laurenlayne.


Praise for Lauren Layne’s irresistible romances:

‘Fun, sexy, and sharp as a spike heel’ Ruthie Knox, New York Times bestselling author

‘I absolutely adored this outstanding story’ Sandi Lynn, New York Times bestselling author

‘My kind of book, sexy and witty, and the banter between the characters is off the charts. You’ll fall in love with their chemistry from page one’ Sidney Halston, USA Today bestselling author

‘Lauren Layne is the queen of fun and sexy all rolled into one. She knows how to write smart and hilarious characters that I want to read over and over again’ Cassie Mae, bestselling author of Doing It For Love

‘A raw, no-holds-barred portrayal of two best friends making the choice to become lovers . . . the best I’ve ever read!’ The Romance Reviews

‘Fresh and fast-paced . . . a perfect escape/comfort read, and guaranteed to cheer a girl up when she’s feeling down’ Unquietly Me

‘Layne is one of the best authors writing today and I was reminded of that as I read this book . . . It was hot and sexy and sweet. I laughed and shrieked and cried, exactly what I want from a book’ Obsessed with Romance


By Lauren Layne

Wedding Belles Series

From This Day Forward (e-novella)

To Have And To Hold

For Better Or Worse

To Love And To Cherish

Oxford Series

Irresistibly Yours

I Wish You Were Mine

Someone Like You

Love Unexpectedly Series

Blurred Lines

Good Girl

Love Story

Walk Of Shame


About the Book

[image: image]

When Lucy Hawkins receives a job offer in San Francisco, she can’t wait to spread her wings and leave her small Virginia hometown behind. Her close-knit family supports her as best they can, by handing over the keys to a station wagon that’s seen better days. The catch? The cross-country trip comes with a travelling companion: her older brother’s best friend, aka the guy who took Lucy’s virginity hours before breaking her heart.

After spending the past four years and every last dime caring for his sick father, Reece Sullivan will do just about anything to break free of the painful memories – even if it means a two-week road trip with the one girl who’s ever made it past his carefully guarded exterior. But after long days of bickering in the car turn into steamy nights in secluded motel rooms, Reece learns that, when it comes to Lucy, their story is far from over. And this time, they just might have a shot at a happy ending.

Want more fun, fresh, flirty and very sexy rom-com? Check out the titles in the Oxford series, beginning with Irresistibly Yours, and don’t miss the warm, witty and sexy Wedding Belles series.


For Annie Selak—your constant support means more than you know!


Author’s Note

Here’s a little something nobody told me about being a professional author: the further you get in your career, the more choices you’ll have to make. What to write. When to write. How to write it. Who to listen to. Where to publish it.

The tricky part? Sometimes you get pulled in contradictory directions, and before you know it you can become paralyzed with all the sparkly options!

It took me a while to figure it out, but the best way to work through this is to know your priorities.

Mine? Writing the story I want to write. The freedom to tell the story that’s loudest in my imagination, the story that’s begging to be told.

Sounds obvious, but the truth is, it’s sometimes hard to find a home for these stories!

Which is why I need to start out my acknowledgments by thanking the following three people: Nicole Resciniti, Sue Grimshaw, and Gina Wachtel.

Right there you have my creative muse’s holy trinity, because these are the ladies who make stories like Love Story possible. I tell Nicole (my agent) that I’ve got a story in my head that won’t let go, and without batting an eye, she says, “Let’s find a home for it.” Sue and Gina are that home, enabling characters like Reece and Lucy to find a way to your e-reader. Not a day goes by that I don’t think how lucky I am to have this sort of support.

And it doesn’t stop there. Huge shout-out to Erika Seyfried and Madeleine Kenney for their marketing and publicity prowess, as well as being so friendly and fun to work with. To Janet Wygal and her copyediting peeps for polishing my gibberish into a readable book. To Lynn Andreozzi for continuing to be one of the best in the industry when it comes to creating gorgeous covers. Thank you to Matt Schwartz for his brilliance with strategy and numbers, and knowing the answers to all my questions before I even ask them. And to everyone else on the Penguin Random House side who’s touched this book in ways I don’t know about, thank you.

Of course I couldn’t do any of this without the support and patience of my husband, who doesn’t even flinch when I don’t shower on deadline, and to Lisa Filipe, my amazing assistant whose capacity for details continues to blow my mind on a daily basis. Thank you to my street team, who continues to be there for me even when I’m in the cave and don’t pay as much attention as I should.

To Annie Selak, who continues to be my biggest cheerleader, seeming to know exactly when I need an encouraging text on a bad day.

To Rachel Van Dyken, Kate Meader, Jessica Lemmon, and Jennifer Probst, my author friends who let me sob on their shoulders about authory stuff.

And as always, thank you to my readers. I know your time is limited, your book budget precious, and I’m grateful every day that I found a spot on your TBR list.

If you enjoyed Love Story, I think you’ll adore the rest of my Love Unexpectedly series! Blurred Lines, Good Girl, and Walk of Shame (available April 2017) don’t have connected characters, but they’re all told from a sassy, first-person POV with plenty of laughs and swoons.

I often get asked the best way to stay up to date on my books, and that’s absolutely the LL Weekly—my Thursday newsletter, where you’ll get the first look at new covers, sneak peeks, behind-the-scenes details, writing tips and more, direct to your inbox!

You can find me on the usual social media spots, although Instagram’s most assuredly my favorite, so if you’re a fellow fan of the ’gram, you can find me there!

Lastly, before I was a writer, I was a website manager, which means I’m all about my website! Swing by to check out my upcoming releases, as well as exclusive content.


Prologue

Lucy

I was eight years old when I gave my heart to Reece Sullivan.

I was eighteen when he shattered it into a million pieces.

Now, I wish I could tell you I was twenty-eight when I next saw him, because that’d be sweet, right? Ten years in between each of our most crucial . . . encounters. (And yes, you absolutely should visualize air quotes there.)

Alas.

I was twenty-four when our paths crossed again, and they did so in the worst, most Are you freaking kidding me with this?! sort of way.

As in, my well-meaning but completely oblivious family somehow maneuvered us into taking a two-week road trip together.

Yes, that’s right. Me. My ex. Two weeks. One car.

Sounds tricky, right? Um, respectfully, You have no idea.

Did I mention that one of the first stops on the road trip was to see my then-boyfriend?

Yeah. That.

But, see, sometimes . . .

Sometimes life doesn’t work out the way you planned when you’re eight.

Sometimes life involves two broken hearts, a flat tire, an honest-to-God flood, and a few seedy motel rooms along the way.

My name is Lucy Hawkins.

His name is Reece Sullivan.

And this is our story.
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