

[image: Cover Image]




[image: image]

[image: image]




Copyright © 2005 Lavanya Sankaran

The right of Lavanya Sankaran to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

First published as an Ebook in 2016 by Tinder Press

An imprint of Headline Publishing Group

All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

eISBN: 978 1 4722 4296 9

Cover: www.headdesign.co.uk. Cover photograph by Anandi Chowriappa.

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

An Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.tinderpress.co.uk

www.headline.co.uk

www.hachette.co.uk


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

About the Author

Praise

Also By Lavanya Sankaran

About the Book

Dedication

Acknowledgements

Bombay This

Closed Curtains

Two Four Six Eight

The Red Carpet

Alphabet Soup

Mysore Coffee

Birdie Num-Num

Apple Pie, One By Two


About the Author

[image: image]

Author pic © Anandi Chowriappa

Lavanya Sankaran’s first collection of stories, THE RED CARPET, was critically acclaimed in the UK and the US and a bestseller in India. She attended Bryn Mawr College and has worked in investment banking in New York and consulting in India. She has since published her first novel, THE HOPE FACTORY.


Praise for Lavanya Sankaran:

‘Strong echoes of Dickens in this vibrant portrait of ambition and struggle in Bangalore’ Guardian

‘Evocative debut depicting life at both ends of Bangalore’s social scale. Vivid descriptions make the city as captivating as Sankaran’s protagonists’ Daily Mail

‘A vivid exposé of modern India’s growing pains’ Kirkus

‘[A] masterful novel . . . impossible to put down. [A] compelling tale’ Booklist

‘The Red Carpet reads like a revelation. . . . I recommend this book so highly!’ Washington Post

‘The Red Carpet [is] easily one of the most unselfconscious and engaging debuts of the year . . . This is a book for the reader. Any reader, anywhere’ India Today

‘Sankaran’s tales . . . seem incapable of hitting a false note’ US Elle

‘[An] animated debut collection . . . [These stories] are memorable for their wit and convincing evocation of a dynamic world’ Publishers Weekly

‘The prose is superb: it is not racy but absorbing; elegant with an economy that never skips the detail; discerning and descriptive without being overtly judgmental; mischievous, mocking, even wicked but never malicious or derisive’ Tribune, India


Also by Lavanya Sankaran and available from Tinder Press:

The Hope Factory


About the Book

THE RED CARPET is a collection of stories as rich and absorbing as any novel. From traditional mothers trying to marry off their Westernised children to software billionaires, chauffeurs and the legacy of the Raj, Lavanya Sankaran’s stories of Bangalore, India’s Silicone Valley, are a pleasure from first to last.
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and
for my parents, Laxam Sankaran and S. Sankaran

past perfect, present perfect


Acknowledgments

Nikhil Kumar, for convincing me that I should; for supporting me while I did; and for enduring cheerfully the dread consequences of such rashness: having just-printed manuscripts shoved anxiously into his face in the middle of the night for that important first opinion.

Lane Zachary, agent extraordinaire, for taking this book to places never imagined, and for bolstering the journey with editorial wisdom, and, towards the end, occasional glasses of whisky.
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Laxam Sankaran, for providing a patient, erudite reference point on matters of Sanskrit and Tamil and cultural heritage.

Early readers Andrew, Chandran, Dermot, Kamal, Pam, Shivram, Sylvia, Vivek, and Wendy, for invaluable feedback and insights. Esmond Harmsworth at ZSH. The wonderful Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, for the space to learn and explore.

For bringing the cover to life: Tania, Anandi, and Ruchika. Venky at the lovely Tamarind Tree. And, of course, Asha and Shreya.

Dinesh and Jayashree Kumar, for vital structural and family support in Bangalore.
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The city of Bangalore; errant muse, you.
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