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Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied History at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with his family in Essex.
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Praise

Praise for Paul Doherty’s historical novels:

‘Teams with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

‘Deliciously suspenseful, gorgeously written and atmospheric’ Historical Novels Review

‘Supremely evocative, scrupulously researched’ Publishers Weekly

‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne


About the Book

Sir Hugh Corbett returns in the eighteenth novel in master historian Paul Doherty’s brilliant series.

Summer 1311, and Sir Hugh Corbett has taken up a life of danger again …

After his recent unveiling of a devious assassin, Sir Hugh Corbett has returned to service as the Keeper of the Secret Seal, begrudgingly admitting that his appetite for adventure has once again been whetted. 

Summoned to meet the King to be congratulated on their work together, Corbett and Ranulf learn of the death of Corbett’s close friend, Ralph Grandison. Ralph, a leper, has been found dead in a rowing boat, a dagger thrust through his chest. But this murder is not the first of its kind. Other patients of the hospital in which Ralph was staying have similarly slaughtered and it seems as though the lepers, all former knights of the Royal household, are being targeted.

The discovery that Ralph was killed by no ordinary weapon, but a poison dagger that once belonged with the Crown Jewels before being famously stolen, leads Corbett down a complex path, where the risk of disease plays out against the backdrop of finding an assassin who will use any means necessary to kill. As Corbett puts himself in the path of extreme danger, will he survive to see another day?


CHARACTER LIST


	John Naseby	Master of The Candle-Bright

	Laurence Torpel	Leading mariner

	Peterkin	Ship’s boy

	Gaston Foix	Master of The Black Hogge

	Ysabeau	Gaston’s wife

	Blanquit	Leading seaman aboard The Black Hogge

	Sulpice	Sailor aboard The Black Hogge



	Matthew Fallowfield	Matthew Aschroft, Templar knightw

	Henry Sumerscale	Henry Poultney, Templar knight



	Sir Hugh Corbett	The Keeper of the Secret Seal

	Lady Maeve	Sir Hugh’s wife

	Edward	Sir Hugh’s son

	Eleanor	Sir Hugh’s daughter

	Boudon	Sir Hugh’s steward

	Ranulf-atte-Newgate	Senior clerk in the Chancery of the Green Wax

	Chanson	Sir Hugh’s clerk of the stables

	Walter Creswell	‘The Deacon’; one of Sir Hugh’s spies in France

	Fitzosbert	Chief muniment clerk at the Tower

	Robert Burnel	Bishop of Bath and Wells



	Gabriel Rougehead	King’s approver

	Crispin Slingsby	Owner of the Salamander tavern

	Philippa Henman	Owner of the Merry Mercy tavern

	Raoul Henman 	Vintner and alderman of Queenhithe

	Matthias Sokelar	 Harbour master

	Agnes Sokelar	Matthias’s daughter

	Geoffrey Layburn 	Vicar of Holy Trinity the Little

	Waldo Henman	Previous vicar of Holy Trinity; Raoul Henman’s uncle

	Primus	Leader of assassin band



	Edward II	King of England

	Peter Gaveston	Earl of Cornwall, the king’s favourite

	Philip IV	King of France

	Isabella	Daughter of Philip IV, wife of Edward II 

	Guillaume de Nogaret	Philip’s chief minister

	Thomas, Earl of Lancaster	Leader of the great lords

	Aymer de Valence 	Earl of Pembroke, opponent of Edward II

	Sir John Howard	Knight

	Ap Ythel	Leader of Edward’s bodyguard

	Chancellor Baldock	King’s councillor

	Walter Reynolds	Royal chaplain and king’s councillor

	Pierre du Bois	Lawyer to Philip IV



	Amaury de Craon	French envoy

	Guido Tallefert	English agent in France

	Lord Scrope	English envoy in France

	Rochfort	Former Templar

	Pietal	English courier in Boulogne

	Brother Jerome	Clerk to Amaury de Craon



	Jacques de Molay	Grand master of the Templar order

	William Boveney	Templar serjeant

	Ralph Grandison	Templar knight

	Reginald Ausel	Master of St Giles lazar hospital

	Edmund Datchet	Templar knight

	Master Crowthorne	Leech at St Giles lazar hospital

	Walter Burghesh	Templar captain

	Roger Stapleton	Templar knight

	Sir Peter Mausley	Leper knight



	Richard Puddlicot	Master felon

	John of St Albans	Mason

	Elijah Woodman	Magister Viae, leader of the Fraternity of the Hanged

	Matilda Poultney	Owner of the Sunne in Splendour tavern

	John Poultney	Son of Matilda Poultney

	Penda	At the Sunne in Splendour

	Gunhilda	Penda’s sister, at the Sunne in Splendour



HISTORICAL NOTE

‘Uneasy lies the head that wears the Crown.’ Shakespeare’s description of English kingship certainly applied to Edward II of England as he fought to protect the great love of his life, Peter Gaveston, during the summer of 1311. Sinister dark forces ranged against both the King and his royal favourite. Across the Narrow Seas, Philip IV of France wove his own tapestry of treason to trap Edward and Gaveston as well as their principal clerk Sir Hugh Corbett. The French king’s secret poisonous design had been well planned and cunningly plotted, and was on the verge of full flowering …


PART ONE

‘What use is it to oppose the king?’ 

The Monk of Malmesbury, Life of Edward II
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