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			‘I am Ana. I was the wife of Jesus.’ So begins the exquisitely written new novel from the No. 1 New York Times bestselling author of The Secret Life of Bees and The Invention of Wings.

			Ana is a rebellious young woman, a gifted writer with a curious, brilliant mind, who writes secret narratives about the neglected and silenced women around her. Raised in a wealthy family in Galilee, she is sheltered from the brutality of Rome’s occupation of Israel. Ana is expected to marry an elderly widower to further her father’s ambitions, a prospect that horrifies her. A chance encounter with the eighteen-year-old Jesus changes everything: his ideas and his passion are intoxicating.

			Taking Ana on a journey she could never have imagined, The Book of Longings is a glorious evocation of a time and a place where astounding events unfolded, and of one woman’s fate when she fights to make her voice heard.
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			Author photograph © Tony Pearce

			Sue Monk Kidd’s first novel, THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES, spent 2.5 years on the New York Times bestseller list, and has sold over 8 million copies worldwide. THE MERMAID CHAIR and THE INVENTION OF WINGS each went to No. 1 on the New York Times bestseller list, and stayed on the list for many months. THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES was long-listed for the Orange Prize (now the Women’s Prize for Fiction), and was turned into an award-winning film.

			Sue is also the author of several acclaimed non-fiction books including the New York Times bestseller TRAVELLING WITH POMEGRANATES, co-written with her daughter Ann Kidd Taylor. Sue lives in North Carolina with her husband Sandy.

			www.suemonkkidd.com
Twitter: @suemonkkidd
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			Praise

			Praise for The Book of Longings:

			‘Superlative . . . from a writer at the top of her game . . . A practically perfect historical novel’ New York Journal of Books

			‘Ana’s ambition and strong sense of justice make her a sympathetic character for modern readers . . . A vibrant portrait of a woman striving to preserve and celebrate women’s stories – her own and countless others’ Publishers Weekly

			‘An inspiring story of a strong woman living in a society bent on her silence’ Good Housekeeping (US)

			Praise for Sue Monk Kidd:

			‘Moving, original, and accomplished . . . It is wonderfully written, powerful, poignant, and humorous’ Joanna Trollope

			‘Exhilarating . . . powerful’ Washington Post

			‘A narrative as skilful and sweet as a honeycomb. Uplifting and warm-hearted . . . moving’ Literary Review

			‘A truly original Southern voice’ Anita Shreve

			‘Charming, funny, moving’ Elizabeth Buchan, The Times

		

	
		
			For my daughter, Ann
with all my love

		

	
		
			I am the first and the last

			I am she who is honored and she who is mocked

			I am the whore and the holy woman

			I am the wife and the virgin

			I am the mother and the daughter

			I am she . . . 

			Do not be afraid of my power . . . 

			I am the knowledge of my name

			I am the name of the sound and the sound of the name

			THE THUNDER: PERFECT MIND

			Knock upon yourself as on a door,

			and walk upon yourself as on a straight road.

			For if you walk on that road, you cannot get lost,

			and what you open for yourself will open.

			GOSPEL OF THOMAS
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