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© Caroline Forbes

Jennifer Johnston is one of the foremost Irish writers of her, or any, generation. She has won the Whitbread Prize (THE OLD JEST), the Evening Standard Best First Novel Award (for THE CAPTAINS AND THE KINGS), the Yorkshire Post Award, Best Book of the Year (twice, for THE CAPTAINS AND THE KINGS and HOW MANY MILES TO BABYLON?). She was also shortlisted for the Booker Prize with SHADOWS ON OUR SKIN.


Praise for Jennifer Johnston

‘Johnston has written a powerful book. She sensitively examines those themes - of paternity, of reality - that have always been the domain of literature … [Her] literary references never complicate her writing, but illuminate it, creating a rich and perceptive blend of poetry and experience’ Times Literary Supplement

‘Johnston was courageous in choosing the glitzy world of the luvvies as her standpoint for such a dark-centred tale, and it works … Throughout, the tone is deliberate, the sure touch of a master … A restrained observation of a secure, ordered world under attack by chaos has always been Johnston’s home territory. Here, probing the cracks in that apparent security, she has written a quietly incisive book that opens wounds where none were known’ Irish Independent

 ‘A deceptively simple piece. It is only when you put the book down that you realise how much ground Jennifer Johnston has covered: taking the reader, in a spirit of compassion, towards the very heart of darkness’ Sunday Telegraph

‘There is still much here to admire and enjoy’ Scotsman

‘Few novels have at their heart a shock as dark as that which lies in wait for Sally, and as the truth is revealed, Shakespearian drama is succeeded by Grecian tragedy’ Daily Mail
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About the Book

Sally, an actress, has just returned from a long European tour to her house in Goatstown, and looks forward eagerly to seeing her husband, Charlie, again. When Charlie announces that he’s leaving her, Sally, devastated and furious, makes him pack his bags at once. But maybe, she wonders later, she really is too hard to live with? Weighed down by the unspoken secrets of two generations, and hoping for some glimmer of comfort, Sally turns to her grandfather, the frosty old Bishop she has never really known.


For John Fairleigh,

with many thanks for a long

and good friendship,

Love from me.
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