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Jennifer Johnston is one of the foremost Irish writers of her, or any, generation. She has won the Whitbread Prize (THE OLD JEST), the Evening Standard Best First Novel Award (for THE CAPTAINS AND THE KINGS), the Yorkshire Post Award, Best Book of the Year (twice, for THE CAPTAINS AND THE KINGS and HOW MANY MILES TO BABYLON?). She was also shortlisted for the Booker Prize with SHADOWS ON OUR SKIN.


Praise for Jennifer Johnston

‘The richness of themes here is as delicious as Mrs Barry’s baking: the primary importance of self-esteem and the way this depends on developing a general kindliness to oneself as well as others; the vast opportunities for healing thrown up by simple pleasures, not least laughter. THE GINGERBREAD WOMAN is Johnston at her observant, compelling best’ Image magazine

‘Despite its desolate background it is both entertaining and uplifting … The book has a musical feel and makes a poignant symphony of its themes of love and grief’ Clare Boylan, Sunday Express

‘A beautifully-paced novel of solitariness … This is a book to steal for your friends and re-read your own copy for pleasure’ Glasgow Herald

‘With Jennifer Johnston, even the worst suffering is redeemed by wit, good humour and a sense of fun … If you have already discovered Jennifer Johnston, you will enjoy THE GINGERBREAD WOMAN. If you haven’t, then this is a good place to start’ Daily Mail

‘Written in Johnston’s usual haunting prose, where no word is unnecessary’ Maeve Binchy, Sunday Times

‘The grande dame of modern Irish literature, Jennifer Johnston has been writing superior fictions, that both embody the wounds of Irish life and scrutinise themes beyond its orbit, for over a quarter of a century. THE GINGERBREAD WOMAN continues her theme of the search for personal freedom … Exceptionally gifted in structuring her narrative so that the reader is compelled to discover the secrets that scar her protagonists, Johnston is also blessed with an understated wisdom, and a heightened understanding of love and loss’ Glasgow List

‘A beautifully crafted novel’ Sunday Telegraph

‘THE GINGERBREAD WOMAN is characteristic as well as untypical of Johnston, similar yet different. She knows her territory. Probably the most consistently undercelebrated of Irish writers, her genius lies in her calm, intelligence and her distinctive feel for the way an individual will act in an extreme emotional crisis. … Jennifer Johnston has always demonstrated an exact understanding of the cultural nuances of Irish life as well as the perceptions, even textures, that go into being Irish. Few Irish writers have pursued these questions so intently. Aside from all this, THE GINGERBREAD WOMAN reiterates she remains, as ever, a shrewd, canny storyteller who understands human error’ Eileen Battersby, Irish Times

‘As in all her best novels, Johnston’s vividly immediate effects belie the simple elements from which they are created. And although the book is firmly rooted in character, place and time, its reach extends well beyond the particular into the universal territory of classic storytelling’ Spectator

‘A consummate performer’ The Times

‘The Gingerbread Woman is allegorical and poignant and acutely perceptive, crafted by a seventy-year-old mistress of words who refuses to bow to the purists in observing rigid rules of writing. All the confidence of a 12-times novelist shines through her simple and sometimes verbless sentences that ring with truth and beauty. Like Clara Barry, whose mother bakes cream sponges and gingerbread men, she was born to haunt’ Irish Independent

‘Johnston is at her storytelling best … An engaging and accessible novel, and those familiar with Jennifer Johnston’s later writing will not be disappointed’ TLS


By Jennifer Johnston

The Captains and the Kings

The Gates 

How Many Miles to Babylon?

Shadows on Our Skin

The Old Jest

The Christmas Tree

The Railway Station Man

Fool’s Sanctuary

The Invisible Worm

The Illusionist

Two Moons

The Gingerbread Woman

This is Not a Novel

Grace and Truth

Foolish Mortals

Truth or Fiction

Shadowstory

A Sixpenny Song


About the book

On a rainy afternoon on Killiney Hill a man out walking – without his overcoat – happens upon a woman, gazing out into Dublin Bay, perilously close to the edge. From this chance encounter develops a remarkable friendship which will enable each to face afresh their very different, damaged pasts, and to look tentatively towards the future.


For Pat, the treasure,
with much love



Der Frühling will kommen

der Frühling meine Freud’;

nun mach’ich mich fertig,

zum Wandern bereit.

 

Spring is on its way

Springtime – my delight!

Now I shall make ready

To begin my travels …

 

Der Hirt auf dem Felsen (The Shepherd on the Rock)
Wilhelm Müller (1794–1824),
set to music by Franz Schubert
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