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About the Author

Anne Goring was born in Manchester and lived there until she married. She travelled with her husband to Singapore where they lived for six years before returning to the UK to live in South Devon.

Praise for Anne Goring’s atmospheric, romantic West Country sagas:

‘A warm and tender love story’ Sunday Independent, Plymouth

‘A powerful gothic tale in the tradition of Daphne du Maurier . . . intriguing’ Torquay Herald

‘Deeply satisfying . . . richly inventive and peopled with lively characters’ Dartmouth Gazette
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About the Book

When rich, handsome Daniel Penhale proposes to Sophy Beardmore, she is swift to accept. The marriage seems to offer the security and respectability she has always dreamed of in a life overshadowed by her mother’s feckless, radical way of living.

But Daniel’s wealth has not made Kildower, his Cornish house, a happy place. It is haunted by old memories, not least those of his first wife, Meraud. No one seems to know the true facts about her death, though rumours and suspicions abound, fostered by the tragic legends that cling to Kildower.

Daniel’s young daughter, Kensa, is resentful and sullen, her nurse, Jess Southcote, is sly and manipulative, the local people hostile. Then there is Meraud’s brother Conan, who seems determined to strike up a friendship with Sophy, but out of what dubious motives?

Only when Sophy has unravelled the truth about the past and faced up to her true feelings for both Conan and Daniel himself can she find the happiness she seeks.


For Loris, with love




I wish I were a little bird

That out of sight doth soar;

I wish I were a song once heard

But often pondered o’er,

Or shadow of a lily stirred

By wind upon the floor,

Or echo of a loving word

Worth all that went before,

Or memory of a hope deferred

That springs again no more.

From: ‘A Wish’, by Christina Rossetti
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