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A former journalist for the Daily Mail and Evening Standard, and social editor of the Tatler for ten years, writer and broadcaster Una-Mary Parker is a bestselling author whose glamorous, stylish and irresistible novels have been published throughout the world.

Follow Una-Mary on Twitter @UnaMaryParker


Praise for Una-Mary Parker’s scandalously sinful bestsellers:

‘This novel has everything – intrigue, romance, ambition, lust . . .’ Daily Mail

‘Deliciously entertaining’ Sunday Telegraph

‘A meticulous reconstruction of a society at play’ Evening Standard

‘Guaranteed to make you gasp, giggle and stretch your eyes as you gallop through the pages at one sitting’ Company

‘Filled with romance and intrigue but with an unexpected twist’ Best

‘The accent is on elegance and style, with seamless plotting by this bestselling writer’ Lady

‘Will keep you glued to the page’ Prima
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About the Book

When designer Arabella Webster disappears the day before her first showing at London Fashion Week, her daughter Joanna can’t help but fear the worst. The latest collection from Arabella Designs is the culmination of years of hard work and the financial future of the company depends on it being a success – there’s no way Arabella would do anything to jeopardise it. So where is she?

But as Joanna attempts to discover what lies behind her mother’s mysterious disappearance it seems this is the least of her problems – it soon becomes apparent that the woman she has idolised all her life has been hiding a dark secret that will change everything. And as the revelations come to a head it is looking less and less likely that Arabella will return . . .




‘She sleeps and as her eyelids droop

A veil of innocence descends.

Misleading mask! – so free from sin

That none would guess the truth within.

‘She sighs and with each gentle breath

Her lips seem to be smiling.

Beguiling smile! – that seems sincere

On waking’s but a false veneer.

‘She turns with movements like a child.

A hand outstretched for comfort.

By day that hand will seize and take

All within reach for its owner’s sake.

‘At dawn that innocence will go

With that first flutter of her lids.

On waking – if she’d but retain

The look that does not search for gain.’
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